: 
” SF * Fo 
" . 


. * * 
. * 


* 


= THE HISTORY _ OF THE 
LATE MINORITY. EXHIBIT- 
ING THE CONDVCT, PRIN- 
CIPLES, AND VIEWS, OF 


122 


* 


4 
wn „ 
* * 


THAT PARTY, DVRING- THE . 
YEARS 1762, 1763, | 1764, and 
—_ 5... ds: 


"| THE THIRD IMPRESSION. 


ky 4 
, £ — * , | * 


| LONDON: PRINTED IN THE 
"© | YEAR MDCCLXV ; AND -RE- 
8 A PRINTED, WITH SOME AD- 
|  DiTiONs, IN THE . YEAR 
"|  Mpcobxvi 2 


= - 
a. 


\ . 
* 1 
= 1 
— - * 
* 2 p * * 
X * 
* *. * " 
A +7 
* 4 
* . 
. * 2 
. 7 * 
: 
- 
— 7 
* 
Px. 8 
- 
Ly 
+ 
— 
* 
"5. 
. 8 „ * 
A 
* * * 2 
"3 
= 
7 * 
* — 
= A A 
+. 
* 
* ) 
; \ 
* © 
% IJ 
7 1 — 
8 
7 * 
+ 
* 3 8 "we P 
"07; 
+ ＋ I 
's m ” wot * 2 2 1 7 2 * , * 7 a * ah 


- 
„ — 
* 
4 
- 
k 
- 
- 
* 
# 
* 
_ * 
oq 
1 
10 
i * 
& 
# 
14 
|} 
a e 4 
% 


* 
> 


— 


Note. The firſt Wen of this Work, which 
conſiſted of only twelve copies, was privately 
printed in the year 1765. The ſecond impreſſion, 
which was a very large one, and in which there 
were ſeveral additions, was publiſhed at the be- 
ginning of June, 1766; and the third impreflion, 
which was likewiſe large, about the middle of the 
ſame month, + 
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this hiſtory, if there were not two reaſons, 


which in ſome meaſure made it neceſſary. One is, 
that the many —_ have been publiſhed of 
the late tranſactions are not only ſo extremely par- 
tial, but ſo. very defeRive in narrative, and ſo ma- 
terially foreign to truth, that it is impoſſible to form 
from them any juſt idea of ſome of the moſt inter- 
eſting events which ever agitated the minds of men. 
The other reaſon is, that while the tranſactions are 
recent, and every particular of them is well remem- 
bered, it is leſs difficult to do juſtice to the cauſe, 
and to the perſons concerned in it, than if it were 
poſtponed to ſome diſtant period, when not only 
the errors and partialities of: the preſent writers, 
would undoubtedly miſlead the future enquirer, but 
their intentional omiſſions of many of the moſt ma- 


terial facts prevent his being able to attain a right 
| knowledge of them. 


The writers have no other apology to ins for 


the publication of this work, but that the ſame 
impartial deſign has not been executed before. 
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tion. The family compact. Mr. Pitt's intelligence 
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who denies their having had any intelligence of the 
family compact. Is contradicted and convinced of 
ſkis error by Lord Temple. Lord Temple and Mr. 
Pitt take their leaves of the council. Lord Gren- 
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CHAP, 1. 


F if fps of the Favourite. His 1 
Tales Mr. Fox for bis guide. Tbey ar- 
tack Mr. Pitt. The Favourite begins 
to form his faction. Pulls off the maſe, 
and diſmiſſes Mr. Legge. Letters and 
notes explaining, t that diſin: Non. | 


LEES AH E great and irreparableloſs 


TI oh ye which this nation ſuffered, 
1 by the death of his late Ma- 


N Xx; jeſty, is neither to be eſti- 
mated nor conceived : while helived, that 
able and upright adminiſtration, who with 
the greateſt glory to themſelves, and un- 

TR B paral- 


— 


| "pas I * 10 * = 
"Tv parallelled ee to er country, 
were ſafe and undiſturbed i in continuing 
1 thoſe ſucceſſes, which at length, uſt have 
produced ſuch a peace, as was not only 
honourable, but adequate and permanent. 
 _ NoxJurking, miſchievqus STUART durſt 
then interfere in the management of pub- 
lic buſineſs. But no ſooner as the breath 
out of the late King's body, than the Earl 
of Burx both intended and attempted to 
take the lead in the adminiſtration-. To 
the gratification of his ambitious views, 
zs to be attributed all the diviſions and 
| diſtractions into which this unhappy 
| kingdom has been plun ged, ſince his pre- 
ſent Majeſty's acceſſion to the crown. It 
| is aſſuming no pretence to wiſdom, nor 
; is it any affront to common ſenſe, to ſay, 
| that if no ſuch man as the Earl of B. had 
| | 
| 


been in Exiſtence, . when the late King 

died, not one. of thoſe, evils would have 

| happened, which, not only the NN | 

| race of men, but their children, will, in © 

[ all. probability curſe to their gra 
Two days after his preſent Majeſty's. gs. 

acceſſion, the Earl of N was, with 

We the 


BF... 
the King's eldeft brother, introduced into 
the privy council. Scarce was the ink 
dry, which had marked his name upon 
the council book, when, although no 
minifter himſelf, yet he aſſumed a ma- 
giſterial air of authority, and began to 
give law in the court; and to ſhew, not 
only with what contempt he meant to 
treat the memory and conduct of the de- 
caſed monarch,” but his diſlike of the 
meaſures which were then, and had for 
ſome time been purſued ; and in order to 
affront the miniſters and the allied army, 
he invited' to court, while the late King 
lay dead in his palace, the only unpopular 
man, at that time, in the kingdom ; who. 
but a few months before had been de- 
graded from his rank, for a diſobedience 
of orders, when in the ſervice of his 
country. He was indeed admitted to kiſs 
hands: but the true friends of the honour 
of the crown, and thoſe wholaid the foun+, 
dation of all that glory which the army 
had.acquired, and of that ſpirit which 
might have given law to the world, re- 
ane ſo firmly againſtit, that he was 

=. * B 2 forced 
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paralleled drags” to their country, 
were ſafe and undiſturbed in continuing 
thoſe ſucceſſes, which at length, ut have 
produced ſuch a peace, as was not only 
honourable, but adequate and permanent. 
No lurking, miſchievous STUART durſt 
then interfere in the management of pub- 
lic buſineſs. But no ſooner was the breath 
out of the late King's body, than the Earl 
of Burx both intended and attempted to 
take the lead in the adminiſtration-. To 
the gratification of his ambitious views, 
is to be attributed all the diviſions and 
diſtractions into which this unhappy 
kingdom has been plunged, ſince his pre- 
ſent Majeſty's acceſſion to the crown. It 
18 aſſuming no pretence to wiſdom, nor 
is it any affront to common ſenſe, to ſay, 
that if no ſach man as the Earl of B. had 
been in Exiſtence, . when the late King 
died, not one of thoſe evils would have 
happened, which, not only the Sag 
race of men, but their children, will, in 
all probability curſe to their graves. 


Two days after his. preſent Majeſty's. 8 


acceſſion, the Earl of Burr was, with 


the 
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che King's eldeſt brother, introduced into 
the privy council. Scarce' was the ink 
dry, which had marked his name upon 
the council book, when, although no 
minifter himſelf, yet he aſſumed a ma- 
giſterial air of authority, and began to 
give law in the court; and to ſhew, not 
only with what contempt he meant to 
treat the memory and conduct of the de- 
ctaſed monarch,” but his diſlike of the 
_ meaſures which were then, and had for 
ſome time been purſued ; and in order to 
affront the miniſters and the allied army, 
he invited' to court, while the late King 
lay dead in his palace, the only unpopular 
man, at that time, in the kingdom ; who 
but a few months before had been de- 
graded from his rank, for a diſobedience 
of orders, when in the ſervice of his 
country. He was indeed admitted to kiſs 
hands: but the true friends of the honour | 
of the crown, and thoſe who laid the foun., 
dation of all that glory which the army 
had.acquired, and of that ſpirit which 
might have given law to the world, re- 
monſtrated ſo firmly againſtit, that he was 
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forced to abſcond, and never preſume 
again, during Mr. P:TT's adminiſtra- 
tion, to ſhew his face at St. James's. ' 
Although the Earl of B. (who was 
already diſtinguiſhed by the odious name 
of Favourite) was diſappointed in his de- 


ſign of repeating this affront, by the unex- 
pected firmneſs of the adminiſtration, yet 
his reſolution of deſtroying them, wasnot 


in the leaſt checked. But this was a point 
not only of ſuch magnitude and import- 


ance, but of ſuch extreme difficulty and 
danger, conſidering the high eſteem and 
veneration in which they were held by 
the people, that it required uncommon 
{kill and cunning to accompliſh it. And 
being either conſcious that he was un- 
equal to the taſk, or finding the neceſſity 
of having ſome more able aſſociate, than 


any of thoſe ** Scarce half-form'd” inſtru- 


ments, he brought with him from Savile- 


houſe; he took to his elbow that piece of 
pure, and di MHinguiſbed virtue, Mr. Fox; 


—_ with whom he conſtantly adviſed. 


Reynard had cunnin g;andtheF avourite . 
power. Their object was Mr. Pix r; who 


being 


(13). 

being 4 the pillar of the adminiſtration, their 
fole aim was to remove him, and to that 
one point, all their actions tended, in or- 
der to demoliſh the whole ſuperſtructure. 

The firſt attack that was made on him, 
Was by a plauſible pamphlet, entitled, 
< Conſiderations on the preſent German 
war;“ written by one Mauduit, who, 
when Lord Bu rE came into power, was 
rewarded with a good place for his ſer- 
vices. The piece was written with ſingular 
art; and infinite pains were taken to cir- 
culate it in the world. But it did not in- 
jure Mr. PiTT's reputation among the 
people, in ſuch a manner as the faction 
who nurſed it, hoped and expected. One 
kind of condemnation it received univer- 
fally, viz. that it was written to ſerve the 
purpoſes of a party, who found it impoſ- 
ſible to ſucceed in their deſigns, unleſs 
they could ruin him, who had made a 
point of aboliſhing all parties, and of 
uniting all men in the ſervice of their 
King and Country. Any atttempt there- 
fore, to deſtroy that unanimity, which 

had been of ſuch ſignal ſervice to our 

country, was ſure of being treated with 

: B 1 | abhor- 5 
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abhorrence, as well by his friends who 
were ſituated near him, as more eſpecially 
by the public at large, and particularly 
by the middle rank of mankind, among 
whom only, true virtue is Now to be 
found. Theſe ſaw with real concern, and 
infinite regret, a faction forming among 
their ſuperiors, and a political war break» 
ing out, to divide and diſtract the people z 
with every ſymptom that could be pro- 
phetic of that kind of accurſed miſchief, 
which ſucceeded upon the weak Queen 
Anne's taking a Fayourite into her bo- 
ſom ; and to the views of an intriguing 
eabal, facrificing that adminiſtration, 
which had brought Frange almoſt to, the 
brink of ruin, by the v unanimity which 
till then, they had preſerved, at home, 
and the aſtoniſhing ſucceſs with which. 
they had carried on the war abroad. A- 
mong the intelligent part of mankind,. 
nothing was better known, or more cer-.. 
tain, than that. the very alliance with. 
Pruſſia, which was ſo violently exclaimed 

againſt, by the minion and his party, had, 
in times leſs favourable to Great Britain 
than the preſent, the approbation of the 
minion 


YT) £2 
rhifjoii himſelf; and it was Alſd as cer- 
tain] thut in choſe times, it hid Ykewite 
the appfobation of Leibeſter-Eoüfe, 4s 
warmly as that of St. James's. But this 
was before the Favourite hdd formed his 
deſign, of ſeizing the helm of government. 
For the preſent, "the Favourite em- 
ployed himſelf in fending to all public 
places; fuch as coffeehouſes, &c, an in- 
finite number of perſonis, to propagate all 
| kinds of ſcandalous reports, and falfities, 
to the prejudice of Mr. PrtTT, ih order 
to raiſe doubts and jealoufies, among the 
people; concerning his conduct, and 
thereby attempt to weaken their "confi 
dence in that great and upright miniſter. 
It is incredible how inconceivably mean 
he was, in all this baſe and dirty Work: 
but meanneſs forms'a more principal part 
of his character, than either malice or 
pride. He likewiſe enliſted a number f 
writers, who every day filled the public 
papers with ſcurrility and invectives a- 
gainſt that minifter. Beſides ll this def 
. picable buſineſs, he alſo engaged himſelf 
deeply with his artful coadjutor, in form- 
ing his faction. He made certain of mect- 


(26) 
ing with the cordial affection of that al- 
moſt extinguiſhed ſet of men, the Jaco- 
bites ; and, if in reality there be any dif- 
ference, beſides the name, he was as cer- 
tain of, having the ſupport. of that other 
infatuated ſet of men, called Tories: : 
theſe with a great part of the Scots, who 
were naturally attached to him, formed 
his troop. And with them he reſolved to 
ſeize the government, and with it the 
riches of the whole kingdom. A formal 
oppoſition was not his deſign. He placed 
his hopes of ſucceſs, in another kind of 
ſupport, which is directly contrary to the 
very principles ofoppoſition. However the 
winter did not paſs without an effort in 
parliament to hurt Mr. Pi q, and thwart 
him in his vigorous meaſures againſt, the 
common enemy. But that proving-as un- 


- 2 = * 


os not even N che credit of Mr. 
P1FT.'s. adminiſtration, he determined to 
pull off the maſk, which had hitherto 
—_ his deſigns, and as ſoon as the 
ſeſſion of parliament 1 was oyer, to carry 
into execution, in che moſt violent, "PB 
and daring manner, his original plan, of 
placing 


#77) 
placing the Tories in the adminiſtration, 
and putting himſelf at their head. No- 
thing could, in a+ more ſcandalous and 
barefaced manner, ſhew this baſe inten- 

tion, than the diſmifſion of that -moſt 
juſtly eſteemed miniſter Mr. LR OE be- 
cauſe he would not reſign his ſeat in par- 
liament, to a Stuart. He was the firſt Who 
was marked for vengeance, becauſe: he 
was the firſt who oppoſed the favourite's 
wicked ſcheme, of laying his Tory foun- 
dation, The cauſe of this remarkable diſ- 
miſſion, as well as the moſt convincing 
proof of Lord B.'s ſecret views, and how 
early he had begun to pave the way for his 
future advancement, by raiſing falſe and 
cruel prejudices, 'in the mind of his 
PRINCE, the reader will find accurately 
related in the note, which is extracted 
from a publication made at Mr. Lz6Gx's 
- own requeſt.* Lord BARRINGToN ſuc- 
ceeded Mr, LxOO E, as Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. "7! _ CHAP. 

„ He made it his dying req ueſt to the noble 
perſonage, who was beſt intitled to to his affection and 
confidence, to lay before the public, the only reaſons 


he knew of his diſmiſſion from office. He had ac, 
quieſced 
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jaice. Remark. I. afraid fo diſmiſs Mr. 
Pitt. Negotiation for peate. F rants fore 
- Nees the divifiens. Her defighs in that ne- 


18 a puniſhment of miſconduct. 
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Card Holderneſſe diſoni 2 The 1 Favourite 


made Seci etary of State. His Fation re- 


. gociation. The family compuct. Mr. Pitt's 

intelligence of it. Spain interferes. An 
"OY memorial ſuppreſſed by the Fa- 
vourite. The eos. os breaks of 


WO days after che difnifion of 
Mr. Loox, the Favourite, cauſed 
e of HOLDERNESSE to be removed 
ways > " from 


quieſced ſilently in that diſmiffion, W ae ing, 

that the time might come, when his-irreproachable 
conduct and character would efface the impreſſion of 
private miſrepreſentations. But when be End that 
the hopes of a recovery, with which he was ſo often 
Aattered, in the courſe of his diſeaſe, were quite va- 
niſhed, and that it would be his lot, to die in a ſtate 


of diſgrace with a moſt amiable and virtuous King, 


he apprehended for himſelf, leſt his good name, which 
the beſt. of men have always wiſhed to tranſmit to 
poſterity, ſhould ſuffer from a preſumption, eaſily 
propagated, that there muſt have been ſomething 
wrong in him, to produce a diſmiſſion, which is, in 
the caſe of moſt individuals removed fen offices of 


0 He 


© {649 
from his office of ſecretaryof ſtate, and re- 
warded his complaiſance with a valuable 


a, 


&© He was therefore anxiouſly deſirous the world 
ſhould know, that he was not turned out for any 
blemiſh in his private or public character, and he 
thought it the moſt ſati method of ſecuring 

his poſthumous reputation, topubliſhthe few papers, 
which explain his caſe. He apprehended himſelf in- 
titled to do this, in his own vindication, as the papers 
contain no. ſecrets, either of ftate, or of private 
friendſhip, They are, agreeably to his deſire, here 
— before the world, in their original form, with 
only a previous ſhort narrative of the tranſaction, 
1 


- 


Upon the Duke of Bolton's acceſſion to his | 
title, in the year 1759, Mr. Legge was ſolicited to 
ſucceed, his Grace as one of the repreſentatives of the 
county of Southampton, his own feat in parliament 
chancing at that time to be vacant. - He could not 
well have been importuned to an undertaking more 
unpleaſant to him, and he declined it more than 
once, without reſerve. The buſtle of a popular elec- 
tion was unnatural to his liberal mind and manners, 
and a relation of that: kind to a large county, in 
which he reſided, might appear in convenient to him, 
whoſe hands were at that time filled with public bu- 
ſineſs. But he was prevailed with to accept the offer, 
by the repeated intreaties of his friends, which were 
en forced by the plea, that his fortune and character 
would do credit to a party, which had all his life 
been countenanced by government, and with which 
he had ever acted uniformly, tho with undiſſembled 
moderation and good humour towards the other 
party. And he had the farther encouragement, of 
hoping, from the intereſt of the crown exerted in his 


favor, 
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reverſion, for no other reaſon but becauſe 
he aimed at being ſecretary himſelf, and 
by the aſſiſtance of the Duke of Nxw- 

CASTLE, 


favor, in conjunction with that of the then prevail- 
ing party in the county, as well as with his own 
| 1 intereſt, which was very conſiderable, that 
His election would not be N Ws 
<« However, he fell into the diſagreeable work of 
a conteſt. His competitor was Mr. Stuart, now Sir 
Simeon Stuart; and he found Mr. Stuart's intereft 
adopted by a noble Lord, (Lord Bute LIES whom 
Mr. Legge was not at variance; who had no appa- 
Tent relation of any kind to the county ; whom 
therefore Mr. Legge did not think of conſulting, 
2 reſolved to comply with the defire of his 
iends, . c ; 
After the county had been canvaſſed on both 
ſides, Mr. Stuart thought fit to decline, and Mr. 


Legge received the following letter; 20 
Downing Street, Nov. 25th, Monday Evening. 
A * | Dear Sir, a ie | 1 1 


« Lord Bute ſent to me this morning, and told 
<< me, that having an opportunity of ſaving you, he 
« had embraced it, and done you an act of friend- 
« ſhip; for that Mr. Stuart having been with him 
« for advice, whether to leave or purſue the elec- 
« tion, as ſome of Mr. Stuart's friends thought this 
« critical ſeaſon of an invaſion hanging over the 
« kingdom to be a very improper time Be partia- 
« mentary conteſts, his Lordſhip had determined 
«© the point for relinquiſhing the purſuit 3, in con- 
« ſequence of which Mr. Stuart was to acquaint 
„ you with his reſolution of declining a poll. Lord 

0c Byte 


.- 
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with that degree of eminence. He now 
ſaw. himſelf almoſt miniſter: he was co- 


adjutor 


' © Bute added, that neither he, nor the greater per- 


4 . ſons whoſe name hath been uſed during the com- 

« petition, would ever treat you with the more cold- 
« neſs for what hath happened : your part havin 
< been taken under an ignorance of their views an 
<« intentions; that Lord Bute expected however, as 
« he had a claim upon you in right of friendſhip, 
<« that you will concur with him, and give your aid 
cc to the perſon he ſhall recommend, at a future elec- 
<« tion. I anſwered to the laſt point, that I knew not, 
cc how far you would think yourſelf bound in honour 
cc to act with the body of whigs on ſuch an occaſion 
« but if this conſideration did not hinder, I was 
<« ſure you would be happy, to give him that or any” 
* other evidence of your reſpect for him. 

„ Yau will be pleaſed therefore to conſider well,. 
« and (if you pleaſe) with the advice of your 
<« friends, before you give an anſwer on this head, 
«that may tie you down, for on that anſwer you 

<« plainly Le, very much will depend. 
I am, 
« Dear Sir, 
« faithfully Yours,. . | 
e "Sam; Martin,” 


T o this Letter Mr. Legge returned the following 
gentle anſwer; 


Holte, Dec. Sch, 1759.” 


* 40 5. Dear Martin, 
66 I return you many thanks for your letter. Since 


<« J received it, I have had an opportun N ſeeing 
<< alittle more of the ſpirit and temper of 8 


| < and can anſwer it better, than I could have done 
er. 
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adjutor to Mr. Pi r, and in full poſſeſs 
fron of the royal ear. His friends were 
elated, beyond any pofitbility of words to 


expreſs, 


© fooner. Leiceſter-Houſe do me great juſtice in 
ce ſuppoſing I was totally ignorant of their concern- 
< ing themſelves at all in the Hampſhire election, 
< at the time my engagements were taken. Tam. 
cc obliged to Lord Bute for any intentions he had to 
« ſave me, by the advice he gave to drop the oppo- 
cc fition; but if Mr. Stuart, or his friend, had ac- 
c cepted the offer I made, with the concurrence of 
<© my friends, at the beginning, and as ſoon as I diſ- 
< covered what turn the election might take, every 
« wiſh of Mr. Stuart's had been ſecured, the peace 
c of the county never been interrupted, little leſs 
dc than 50001. a piece ſaved to us both, and what is 
c ſtill of more conſequence, a month's fermentation , 
« of parties been intirely prevented, which never 
<« fails to turn them all ſour. Many of thele good. 
<© conſequences had likewiſe been obtained, if the 
<<. gentlemen had conſulted, and enabled Lord Bute - 
<- to put an end to the conteſt, before I left Lon- 
„ don, when you know how unwilling I was to 
« puſh it to extremity. | 
« As to the event of the election, there was not 
cc the leaſt doubt about it. The county was tho- 
« roughly canvaſſed, and upon as exact returns, as 
6 I believe ever are or can be made in a caſe of this 
« kind: I could have given Mr. Stuart all the 
cc doubtful ones and all the neuters, in addition to 
* his on poll, and yet have carried the election 
«© by a majority of 1400. I did not come into a 
<« ſingle town, (except Alton) where it was not 
c expected every day, that the oppoſition would be 
given up, where almoſt any odds would not 
«© have been laid, that it never came to a r 
N | cc 


(23) 7 
expreſs. The jacobites, and even thoſe: 
who had. been in both rebellions, all now- 
flocked to court, overjoyed to ſee a Stuart 


{o 


« do I think, any conſultation would have been 
held about dropping the affair, if all the money 
<« ſubſcribed againſt me, and more, had not been 
« expended, and all probability of carrying the 
c point intirely vaniſhed. . This is my: own. firm 
<« opinion and belief, and yet, whoever reads my 
« advertiſement will ſee, that I have acted with the 
ce utmoſt candor, and given my opponents credit for 
cc ſuch motives of retreat, as , 3m N no 
c diſhonour.. The expence in would have been 
tc enormous, ifthe diſpute had been carried tharough, 
* and ſo far Ion there is a ſaving to us both, for I 
c am convinced it would have amounted to above 
« 20, pool. a piece. This is a ſum I ſhould. have 
felt ſeverely, and yet after my offer to compromiſe 
had been rejected, I muſt and would have ſpent 
<< it, and.could. have done it, without mortgaging 
„ mp eſtate; I leave you to judge what effect it 
<« would have had on Mr. Stuart's. EET 
After ſaying. thus much, I am very far from 
having any perſonal diſlike to Mr. Stuart; on the 
« contrary, I think he has been cruelly treated by 
<< ſome of his friends, and if the prevailing party in 
tc this county will receiye him without Weiagn. , 
„I ſball be; very. well ſatisfied and glad of it. But. 
« if the Whigs and Diflenters, who are very nu- 
4 merpus in this county, will make a point of 
<<. poſing him, it will be impoſlible for me ta de- 
&« clare for him, and abandon thoſe, who have ſup- 
c ported me, to take part with thoſe, againſt whom 
they have, ſupported me. This would n 
I put my own election in jeopardy, but be ſo un-. 
e grateſul and diſreputable a part for me to act, * 
| | it 


(44) 


{o near the royal-diadem. They failed 2 


not to pay their moſt humble duty, and 
y ſwear 


« it would in the ſame proportion make my aſſiſtance 
* ineffectual to the perſon I ſhould join with, , 


Upon this anfwer, Mr. Legge received a verbal 
meſſage from Lord Bute by Mr. in, Dec. 12, 
1759) the purport of which was, as it ſtands upon 

. Legge's paper, © that he ſhould bid adieu to 
<< the county of Southampton at the general elec- 
4 tion, and affiſt as far as lay in his power, the 
Prince of Wales's nomination of two members? 
Towhich meſſage a categorical anſwer was required, 
and Mr. Legge ſent the following, in writing, on 
the ſame day ; 8 


« Mr. Legge underſtanding it to be expected, 
„ that he (who never had engaged at all in the 
5 * of Southampton, if the intentions of 
« Leiceſter Houſe had been in time communicated 
« to him) ſhall not only refuſe to be choſen him- 
« ſelf at the next general election, but aſſiſt Lord, 
« Carnarvon and Mr. Stuart, in oppoſition to 
cc thoſe, who have ſupported Mr. Legge at the late 
election; is determined to ſubmit to any conſe- 
„ quences, rather than incur ſo great a diſgrace.” 


Lord Bute ſent a reply the ſame day, which Mr. 
Martin wrote down from his own mouth, in the 
following words ; JDT | 

e The inſtant Mr. Legge repreſents himſelf as 
* bound in honour EIT I | 


(25) 
wear fealty to the Stuart himſelf, although 
they had refuſed both, to a prince, who 


had 


c ſhire, at the next general election, Lord Bute is 
< firmly perſuaded, that the Prince will by no means 
« defire it of him; but he does out of real friend- 

« ſhip to Mr. Legge beſeech him to conſider very 
6 ſeriouſly, whether, after triumphing over the 
« Prince's inclinations at preſent, Lord Bute has any 
& method left of removing prejudices, that the late un- 
&« happy occurrences have flrongly impried the Prince 
66. with, than by being enabled to aſſure him, that 
« Mr. Legge will, as far as ſhall be in his power, 
«© co-operate with his Royal Highneſs's wiſhes at 
„ the next general election.“ 33 


Mr. Legge returned the following final anſwer; 


e Tho' in fact Mr. Legge has been ſo unhappy, as 
c to find himſelf oppoſed to the Prince of Wales's 
c inclinatiqns, yet as to intention, Mr. Legge feels 
_ © himſelf entirely blameleſs ; and has too high a ve- 
« neration for the Prince of W ales's juſtice to think, 
e he will conceive laſting prejudices againſt any 
« Man, for reſiſting thoſe inclinations, of which 
«© he was totally ignorant. | Tp 

« As Mr. Legge flatters himſelf this conſideration 
& will induce the Prince of Wales to forgive his en- 
tering into engagements with the county of South ' 
ampton, he js certain, that his Royal Highneſs * 
« will not condemn his adhering to thoſe Engage- 
« ments, when entered into. n 

„God forbid, Mr. Legge ſhonld be ſuſpected of 
66 triumphing over the Prince of Wales's inclina- 
« tions} the contrary was ſo much his intention, that 
from the moment he diſcovered which way thoſe 
ey C p 66 inclina- 
* 
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had pardoned their unprovoked diſloyals 
ty. They ſaw, and in that-they placed 
their joy, not only one of the name, but of 


& inclinations lay, there was no endeavour he did 
cc not uſe, to avoid the diſpute with honor; nor did 
Mr. Legge exert himſelf, either in point of ex- 
< pence or perſonal application, till all compromiſe 
de * 1 he had no other part left to act. 
&« Mr, Legge is obliged to Lord Bute for the 
cc friendſhip he exprefles toward him. Surely his 
< Lordſhip cannot doubt but that Mr. Legge ſhould 
cc be extremely glad, if he could find himſelf in ſuch 
& a ſituation, as would permit him to have the ho- 
©. nour of obeying the Prince of Wales's commands, 
c and ſeconding his wiſhes, without breaking the 
<« faith he has openly and publicly pledged to the 
cc county of Southampton. This if he were to do, 
cc he ſhould forfeit all title to the Prince of Wales s 
c countenance and protection as certainly, as he 
& knows he ſhould forfeit his Royal Highneſs's pri- 
<< yate good opinion.” 
_ Here the correſpondence ended. His late Maj 
died the year following, and at the end of the 
ſeſſion of parliament, after his preſent Majeſty's ac- 
ceſſion, Mr. Legge was diſmiſſed, or, as he choſe ta 
expreſs it, turned out, after having ſerved the crown 
and the public, in his department, during that ſeſſion, 
with his uſual ability and fidelity. 
He had abundant reſources, in his own mind, to 
reconcile him to private life, and might have had his 
diſgrace gloſſed over by a favor, which he declined, 
He ſaid, it was his duty to ſubmit, but not to ap- 
prove. He had the more valuable and independent 
ſatisfaction, ſoon after the event, to be unanimouſly 
choſen to repreſent the county of Southampton, at 
the general election. 0 * 271 ö 
2 a 
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the family arid principles of Stuart, bid- 


ding fair, by gigantic ſtrides, to aſcend 
the higheſt ſeat of power. Their long 


wiſhed for halcyon days they thought 
were now in view. The laviſh and arbi- 
trary doctrines, which they had imbibed 
with their milk, they hoped to ſee ſoon 
eſtabliſhed as the laws of the land. Theſe 
true Tories, true Scots, and in their hearts 
true Jacobites, depended upon the Fa- 
vourite for a total ſubverſion of that ſyſ- 
tem, which had hitherto excluded them 
from any ſhare in the government, and 
their tenets from any countenance. 
It was now obvious to all mankind, 
that the Earl of B. was endeavouring 
to form a Tory miniſtry, that is, a mi- 
nĩſtry of ſuch men as had been diſtin- 
guiſhed by their diſaffection to the houſe 
of Hanover; had, like himſelf, high 
notions of the prerogative, and were 
alſo enemies to the principles of the re- 
volution. If it were natural for him 
to aſſociate with ſuch kinds of men, 
and eſteem them beyond all others, yet 
he Eg to have conſidered, that for 
| x the 
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the ſatisfaction of the people, and more 


eſpecially for the happineſs of his too in- 
dulgent Maſter, they were extremely unfit 
for the purpoſes he intended them. But 
theſe do not ſeem to be points, to which 
he ever paid the leaſt regard. The grati- 
fication of his own unbounded ambition, 
was the ſole object of his attention. Yet 
he had ſtill the misfortune, notwithſtand- 
ing he had gained the poſt of ſecretary of 
ſtate, to be unable to worm out Mr. PiTT; 
whom he conſidered as the only bar to the 
execution of his deſigns. He durſt not 
adviſe the diſmiſſion of that miniſter ; the 
conſequences of which might prove fatal 
to himſelf, and deſtroy his whole plot. 
He therefore waited, not doubting but 
that time and intrigue would furniſh op- 
portunities, for accompliſhing that by 
degrees, which his own ſmall ſhare of 
common ſenſe, told him was not wr" 
dent to be done all at once. 

Fortunately for him, about this period, - 
a negociation for peace was ſet on foot, 
in conſequence of an application from 
France, who foreſeeing the diviſions - 

which 
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which would ſhortly enſue in the Britiſh 
councils and nation, under the auſpices 
of the Favourite and his faction, refolved, 
by the arts of a cunning miniſter to im- 
prove them; and at the ſame time, if 

poſſible, to get at the ſecrets of the ſtate. 
Buy the too great openneſs of ſome, and 
the unpardonable treachery of others, 
there is reaſon to believe ſhe ſucceeded 
but too well in her deſigns. As for Mr. 
PiTT, he remained ſteadily attached to 
the true intereſts of his Sovereign, with 
the unſhaken fidelity of an honeſt mini- 
ſer : he neither revealed the ſecrets of 
the tate, nor betrayed the weakneſs of 
His country. While this negotiation was 
on foot, France entered into a cloſe and 
firm union with Spain, grounded not a- 
lone upon important conſiderations re- 
ſpecting futurity, but likewiſe, upon im- 
mediate hoſtile views, againſt both Great 
Britain and Portugal ; for her miniſter in 
London had too much penetration not to 
perceive, from the conduct of the Favou- 
rite, and his excluſive enjoyment of the 
* ear, that a * in the Engliſh 


C3 miniſtry 
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miniſtry muſt inevitably happen in a ſhort 
time, and then France, ſtrengthened with 
that alliance, and England embarraſſed 
with a new war in Portugal, might from 
a miniſter leſs able and firm than Mr. 
PiTT, obtain ſuch a peace, as at this in- 
ſtant ſhe could not hope for. Of this 
very alarming connexion, Mr. Pi r had 
the moſt early and authentic intelligence, 
together with the moſt poſitive aſſurances, 
from perſons of undoubted veracity, who 
are at this hour in no common ſphere of 
life. About the fame time M. Buss v, 
the French miniſter in London, deliver- 
ed to Mr. PIT a memorial from Spain, 
defiring that ſome differences, which ſub- 
ſiſted between England and her, might 
be ſettled, at the fame time as thoſe with 
France. This was a proceeding extreme» 
ly irregular, as Spain had a miniſter of 
her own at the Britiſh court; who, when 
applicd to, haughtily avowed and juſtified 
this inſolent behaviour. Mr. PiTT re- 
turned the memorial as inadmiſjible. It is 
proper to remark ; that ſome time before, 
g memorial N the * miniſtry, 

had 


* 
. 


E 
had been preſented to the Spaniſh court, 
relating to the points in diſpute with 
Spain, and returned as inadmiſſible. This 
memorial, which was very intereſting to 
the public, was (for certain reaſons, 
which perhaps only the Favourite can 
explain) never publiſhed in the garbled 
collection of papers relative to the rup- 
« ture with Spain, though undoubtedly 
it would have been of real conſequence, 
to ſee not only the matter, but the. man- 
ner of expreſſion; as Mr. Pic r after- 
wards publicly declared, he made the re- 
fuſal of that memorial, the precedent of 
his conduct with reſpe& to the memo- 
rial ſent over verbatim from Spain, and 
delivered by M. Buss v. But juſtice and 


: mpartiats did not ſerve the views of 
the Favourite. 


From this ſtrange conduct of France, 
in her management of Spain, and her am- 
baſſador undertaking the Catholic King's 
buſineſs, Mr. PIT was confirmed in his 
ſuſpicions, that France was not at pre- 
ſent fincere in her deſire for peace. There- 
fore the negotiation broke off. | 


wy C 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. Ul. 


Mr. Pitt and Lord Temple declare againſt 
Spain. Are counteracted by the Favourite, 
who denies their having had any intelligence 
of the family compact. Is contradicted 
and convinced of his error by Lord Temple. 
Lord Temple and Mr. Pitt take their 
leaves of the council. Lord Granville's 

 bigh opinion of them. Mr. Pitt reſigns. 

Is calumniated by the Favourite and his 
faction. Explains bis reſignation. The + 
Favourites plan of government, Lord 
Temple refigns. Cowardice of the mini- 
try. War declared againſt Spain. Lord © 

Temple and Mr. Pitt applauded. | 


R. PITT, foreſeeing a war with 
Y 4 Spain inevitable, inſtantly prepared 
for it. And being on this occafion, as he 
had been on every other, firmly ſupported 
by his brother, Lord TEMPLE, they ſub- 
mitted their advice, in writing, to his Ma- 
jeſty, © to recall Lord BRIS TOL, at that 
time, 
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Lime, the Britiſh ambaſſador at Madrid.* 
But the Favourite by his arts, and perni- 
cious counſels, had ſo managed matters, 
that the credit and influence of theſe 
illuſtrious perſonages, were conſiderably 
weakened. They were not inſenſible 
of it. But this being the happy oppor- 


tunity of obliging Spain to declare her- 
ſelf, and this being buſineſs of the ut- 


moſt importance to the public,” they re- 
ſolved, againſt whatever oppoſition might 
be formed, to attempt this ſignal ſervice 
for their country. After it had been de- 
liberated three times in the cabinet, Mr. 
Pirr ſaw his influence in the State, fo 


Some time aſter, Lord Temple, in a great 


aſſembly, after recommending unanimity in the 
Wonen terms, did declare; “ That he would make 
© but one obſervation upon all that had been ſaid, 
< relative to the Family Compact, viz. that it was 
cc allowed to have been Ff in Auguſt, ratified in 
<< the firſt week of September, and the written advice 
« was given and dated on the 18th of the ſame 
e month.” Upon which the Favourite aſſerted, 
cc 
„ conſtituted, at that time.” To which Lord 
Temple replied, „That there was intelligence of 


the higheſt moment, relative to thoſe matters at .Y 


« that time; that he was not at liberty to publiſh 
„it, but would rh his lordſhip's memory in 
66 + mapa — he accordingly did. 

loſt, 


That there was xo intelligence of ſuch a faQ, o 


« TY | 
folt, that only his faithful friend Lord 
TEMPLE, adhered to his opinion. They 
now found it was time to reſign, and 
that their reſignations were ardently 
wiſhed for, by the Favourite. 

When they were about taking their 
leaves of the third and laſt council, ſum- 
2 to deliberate on the conduct of 
Spain, Lord GRANVILLE (then lord pre- 
ſident) expreſſed, in his own nervous and 
manly eloquence, His very high opi- 
«© nion of their conſummate wiſdom, pe- 
te netration, honour and integrity, and in 
© a moſt particular and emphatical man- 
ner, mentioned the great number of in- 
4 ſurmountable difficulties which they 
* had had to ſtruggle with.” No other 
proofs need be given, than the words of 
this great man, of the difficulties, which 
rendered it impoſſible for theſe difinte- 
reſted patriots, to continue in the ſervice 
of their country. 

Altho' the KIN declared to Mr. Pi r 
when that Miniſter reſigned, which was 
on the 5th of October 1761, that he was 
very ſorry to part with ſo able a ſervant; 

8 | yet 
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yet the Favourite, with a meanneſs and 
malice peculiar to. himſelf, inſtantly ſet 
all his creatures to work in every public 
place, and in all the public papers, to re- 
vile, aſperſe and libel the character of 
that great man. The gazette itſelf =o 
proſtituted ta ſerve his low and baſe 
tifices : he purpoſely poſtponed the ac- 
count of Mr. PiTT's reſignation, for ſe- 


veral days, in order that one of the  ſooth= 
ing declarations from Spain might appear 
along with it, by way of giving the lie 
to Mr. PiTT's opinion of the Spaniſh 
intentions . "he torrent of ſcandalous 
and 


* The following are the ag which appeared 
in the London Gazette of October 10: 


Madrid, Sept. 4. A report having been lately 
ſpread here, upon the arrival of the laſt letters from 
France, as if there was reaſon to apprehend an im- 
mediate rupture between our court and that of Great 
Britain; we underſtand, that the Spaniſh miniſters, 
in a converſation which they had lately with the 
Earl of Briſtol, ambaſſador extraordinary from his 
Britannick Majeſty, expreſſed their concern thereat, 
aud declared very explicitly to his Excellency, that, 
on the part of their court, there was not the leaſt 

round for any ſuch apprehenſions, as the Catholic 
King had, at no time, been more intent upon cul. 


tivating a good correſpondence with England, than 
in the preſent conj juncure. 
St. 


(36) | 
and illiberal abuſe, which was at this 
time poured forth by the orders of the 
Favourite, ſhewed that he dreaded no- 
thing ſomuch as the name and reputation 
of Mr. PiTT ; and the wicked practice of 
corruption which was inſtantly had re- 
courſe to, alſo ſhewed how-much he fear- 
ed, leſt Mr. Pi r ſhould regain his influ- 
ence in the ſtate. The body of the peo- 
ple, however, totheireternal honour, paid 
no regard to the incredible ſhoals of in- 
vectives and ſcurrility thrown out againft 
ſo able a miniſter ; but on the contrary, 
unanimouſly ſpoke of his ineſtimable ſer- 


St. Fames's, Of. 9. The Right Honourable Wil- 
liam Pitt having reſigned the ſeals into the King's 
hands, his Majeſty was this day pleaſed to appoint 
the Earl of Egremont, to be one of his Majeſty's 
principal ſecretavies of ſtate. And, in conſideration 
of the great and important ſervices of the ſaid Mr. 
Pitt, his Majeſty has been graciouſly pleaſed to di- 
rect, that a warrant be prepared for granting to the 
Lady Hefter Pitt, his wife, a Barony of Great Bri- 
tain, by the name, ſtile, and title of Baroneſs of 
Chatham, to herſelf, and of Baron of Chatham to 
her heirs male; and alſo to confer upon the ſaid 
William Pitt, Eſq; an annyity of three thouſand 
pounds ſterling, during his own life, and that of 


Lady Heſter Pitt, and their ſon John Pitt, Eſq; 
vices, 


vices, in ſuch terms, as could only be die- 
tated by the higheſt ſenſe of gratitude *. 


The 


Mr. Pitt finding himſelf traduced, day after day, 
in the public papers, explained the true cauſes of his 
and Lord Temple's refignations, in the following let- 
ter, to his friend in the city. 

Dear Sir, | 

Finding, to my great ſurpriſe, that the cauſe and 
manner of my refigning the ſeals, is groſly miſrepre- 
ſented in the city, as well as that the moſt gracious and 

ſpontaneous marks of his Majeſty's approbation of my 
ſervices, which marks followed my reſignation, have 
been infamouſly traduced as a bargain for my forlak- 
ing the public, I am under a neceſſity of declaring the 
truth of both theſe facts, in a manner which f am 
ſure no gentleman will contradict; a difference of 
opinion with regard to meaſures to be taken againſt 
Spain, of the higheſt importance to the honour of the 
crown, and to the moſt eſſential national intereſts, 
and this founded on what Spain had already done, not 
on what that court may farther intend to do, was the 
cauſe of my reſigning the ſeals. Lord Temple and I 
ſubmitted in writing, and figned by us, our moſt 
humble ſentiments to his Majeſty, which being over- 
ruled by the united opinion of all the reft of the 
King's ſervants, I refigned the ſeals on Monday the 
5th of this month, in order not to remain reſponſible 
for meaſures, which I was no longer allowed to guide. 
Moſt gracious public marks of his Majeſty's approba- 
tion of my ſervices followed my reſignation : Th 
are unmerited and unſolicited, and I ſhall ever be 
proud to have received them from the beſt of Sove- 
_ reigns. | 


ps Plained theſe matters only for the honour of truth, not 


will now only add, my dear Sir, that L have ex- 
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Tho Earl of B. now took the lead in 
the adminiſtration, and in all public buſi- 
neſs, whether of a foreign, or domeſtic 
nature, without whoſe concurrence no- 
thing could, nor was even attempted to be 
done.- His whole idea of government ; 
was taken from that filly paper, delivered 
ſome years ago to the chiefs of the Tory 
oppoſition, which the reader may ſee in 
the note“. It is curious, only becauſe it 


COnN- 


in any view to court return of confidence from any 
man, who with a credulity, as weak as it is injurious, 
has thought fit haſtily to withdraw his good opinion, 
from one who has ſerved his country with fidelity 
and ſucceſs ; and who juſtly reveres the upright and 
candid judgment of it; little ſolicitous aboutthe cen- 
ſures of the capricious and the ungenerous : accept 
my ſincereſt acknowledgments for all your kind friend- 
ſhip, and believe me ever with truth and eſteem, 


OR. 14, My dear Sir, | 
1765. Your faithful friend, 


W. PITT. 


There was no genuine anſwer to this letter, as 
was preteaded in the public papers, at that time. 


4 His Royal Highneſs has authoriſed Lord T. 
and Sir F, D. to give the moſt poſitive aſſurances 
to the gentlemen in the oppoſition, of his upright in- 
tentions; that he is thoroughly convinced of the diſ- 
treſſes and calamities that have befel, and are every 


< | 2 
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contains chat contemptibleplanof govern= 
ment, which the Favourite purſued. While 


day more likely to befal this country ; and therefore 
invites all well-wiſhers to this country, and its con- 
ſtitution, to coaliſe and unite with him, and upon the 
following principles only. 25 A; 
His Royal Highneſs promiſes and will declare it 
openly, that it is his intention to totally aboliſh any 
diftinRions for the future, of parties; and as far as 
lies in his power, and as ſoon as it does lie in his 
power, to take away for ever, all proſeription from 
any ſet of men whatever, who are friends to the con- 
ſtitution; and therefore will promote for the preſent, 
and when it is ĩn his power, will immediately grant, 
Firſt, A bill to impower all gentlemen to act as 
juſtices of peace, paying land- tax for 300 l. per annum, 
in any county where he intends to ſerve. © 
Secondly, His Royal Highneſs promiſes in like 
manner to ſupport, and forthwith grant, whenever 
he ſhall have it in his power, a bill to create and efta- 
bliſh a numerous and effectual militia, throughout 
the kingdom. | 
Thirdly, His Royal Highneſs promiſesin like man- 
ner, to promote and ſupport, and likewiſe grant, 
when it is in his power, a bill to exclude all military 
officers in the land ſervice, under the degree of co- 
lonels of regiments, and in the ſea-fervice, under the 
degree of rear-admirals, from fitting in the houſe of 
commons. 
Fourthly, His Royal Highneſs promiſes that he 
will, when in his power, grant inquiries into the 
great number of abuſed dn offices, and does not doubt 
of the aſſiſtance of all honeſt men, to enable him to 
correct the ſame for the future. 


Fifthly, 
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this plan remained in theory only, a few 
weak men cricd it up, as a maſter- piece 
8 of 


Fifthly, His Royal Highneſs promiſes, and will 


4 openly declare, that he will make no agreement with, 


or join in the ſupport of any adminiſtration whatever, 

without previouſly obtaining the above-mentioned 

points in behalf of the people, and for the ſake of 
good government. Upon theſe conditions, and theſe 
conditions only, his Royal Highneſs thinks he has a 

right not to doubt of having a moſt cordial ſupport,. 
from all thoſe good men, who mean their country 

and this conſtitution well, and that they will become 

his and his family's friends, and unite with him to 
promote the good government of this country; and 

that they will follow him, upon theſe principles, both 
in court and out of court; and if he ſhould live to 
form an adminiſtration, it ſhall be compoſed, without 
diſtinction, of men of dignity, knowledge and pro- 
bity. His Royal Highneſs, farther promiſes to accept 
of no more, if offered to him, than 800000 d. for bis 

civil liſt, by way of rent-charge.” 


Anſwer to the foregoing Propoſal. 


The Lords and Gentlemen to whom a paper has 
been communicated, containing his Royal Highneſs 
the Prince's gracious intentions upon ſeveral weighty 
and important points, of the greateſt conſequence to 
the honour and intereſt of his Majeſty's government, 
and abſolutely neceſſary for the reſtoring, and perpe- 
tuating the true uſe and deſign of parliament; the puri- 
ty of our excellent conſtitution, and the happineſs and 


welfare of the whole nation, do thereinwith the greateſt 


ſatisfation obſerve, and moſt gratefully acknowled 
the uprightneſs and generoſity of his Royal 1. 
| DO 
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* policy: but fince it has been carried in- 
to prodfice the whole Kingdom has con». 
demned it as a maſter-piece of folly. _ 
The Earl of EcxEMonT ſucceeded to | 
Mr. Pr 's office, being every way quali- 
fied for the purpoſes of the Favourite. Lord 
TEMPLE was out of rown when Mr. 
P1TT reſigned, but returned a few days 
after, and immediately reſigned his office 
of Lord Privy Seal. For ſome time this 
high office was vacant, at length theDuke 
of BzproRD was appointed to fill it, 


noble ſentiments and reſolutions, And therefore 
leave to return their moſt dutiful and humble 
thanks for the ſame, and to aſſure his Royal High- 
neſs, that they will conſtantly and ſteadily uſe their 
utmoſt-endeavours to ſupport thoſe his wiſe and ſa- 
lutary purpoſes, that the throne may be ftrength- 
ened, religion and morality encouraged, faction 
and corruption deftroyed, the purity and eſſence 
of parliament reſtored, and the happineſs and wel 
fare of our conſtitution preſerved. 


When the above anſwer was returned to the Prince, 
there were preſent, . 


The Die ey B. Sir Wat. Wil. IW. 


The Earl of L. Sir John H. C. 
The Bari of T. Sir Malter B. 
The Earl f Sir Robert G. 
The 'Earl of S. © Mr. F. 
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The moment Mr.P1TT was departed 
from the helm, the new miniſters, un- 
der the directions of the Favourite, 
adopted a very different plan, with re- 
gard to the meaſures with Spain, from 
that propoſed by the late miniſter. They 
choſe to proceed by the tardy ſteps of an 
Ambaſſador; and when upwards of three 
months had been trifled away, in diſ- 
patching memorials, letters, anſwers, 
&c.* a declaration of war againſt Spain 
came ſneaking out, in January 1762, 


% Whoever 8 the Situation of Spain, 
(unprepared as ſhe was at the time the written ad- 
vice was given) with reſpect to her ports, her ſhips of- 
war in thoſe ports, her colonies, her commerce, her 
own, as well as the riches of France, on board ber 


ſhips, can never ſufficiently lament the loſs of an 


autumnal campaign. If we add that the fleet of Eng- 
land was at no time ſo formidable, her ſeamen never 
fo full of ſpirit, and fluſhed with r victories ; 

in Europe only, upwards of 140 ſhips of war; in 
other parts of the world, above 100 more; we 
muſt fink in amazement at our ſupineneſs and 
neglect of ſo critical a period. Mr. Wilkes's al- 


ſervations on the Spaniſh s, page 28. 


Nov. 2. 1761. Two ſhips have lately arrived 
at Cadiz, with very extraordinary rich cargoes, 
from the Weſt Indies; ſo that all the wealth that tat 
expected from Spaniſh America, is now ſafe in Old 
Spain,” Lord "Briſtol's letter, in the pa- 


Pere, Page 29. quarto edit, - ; 
which 
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which ought to have appeared in the 


preceding September; for at both pe- 
riods, the neceſſity was juſt the fame: 
And it is evident, from the conduct of 
the Britiſh miniſters, in this matter, 
that if Spain had choſen to continue 
evading and procraſtinating, ſhe might 
| eaſily have gained another three or four 
months, to arm and make preparations z 
for ſo low did their pulſe beat, after 
Mr. PiTT's rg. that they durſt 
not venture to declare war, until preci- 
pitated upon it by the raſhneſs of the 
enemy. This being apparent to the 
whole world, the miniſtry, and more 
particularly the Favourite, were . pur- 
ſued and perſecuted, with the indigna- 
tion and reſentment of the honeſt part 
of their countrymen ; who now clearly 
ſaw the wiſdom and rectitude of the 
meaſure propoſed by Mr. PiTT and 
Lord TeMPLE, and therefore did not 
fail to teſtify ane w, their fincere vene- 
ration, for thoſe truly honourable and 


reſpectable patriots. 
* CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Debate on the ſupply granted for the King 
of Portugal. Speeches of Mr. Glover, 
Lord George Sackville, and Mr. Pitt. 


1 
* 


| Otwithſtanding the unprovoked 
1 treatment, which Mr. PirT had 
met with from the Favourite and his in- 
ſtruments, yet he did not enter into a 
factious oppoſition ; but behaved in his 
retirement with that ſerenity and dignity, 
which was ſo worthy of his character, 
and of his ſincere deſire to promote the 
real welfare of his country. So far from 
oppoling government, or deſerting the 
public, at this very critical juncture, he 
poured forth his manly eloquence to 
ſtrengthen the hands, and to give reſo- 
lution and ſpirit, to a feeble and irreſo- 
lute adminiſtration. His zeal for the 
public, his firmneſs, ſpirit, and mode- 
ration, were no leſs admired, than the ſo- 
lid wiſdom, deep policy, and heroic mag- 
nanimity of his counſels. When a ſupply 
of one million was defired, to affiſt the 


King of Portugal, Mr. Pitt behaved, LN 
s 


a7 
like a diſcontented opponent, determined 
to oppoſe implicitly, but on this occaſion 


nobly ſupported the cauſe of his country, 
and its ally the King of Portugal. He 
wiſhed to ſave Portugal, not by an ill - 
timed and penurious, but by a moſt 
efficacious and adequate aſſiſtance. 

. There was one gentleman indeed, [Mr. 

G LOVER] who endeavoured to repreſent 
the King of Portugal as having violated 
his engagements with the Engliſh mer- 
chants, in the wine trade, who had made 
ſome complaints, which he apprehended 
had not been attended to, by the late mi» 
niſter, therefore he thought the King of 
Portugal had no right to expect any aſſiſt- 
ance from England. —And there was a 
noble Lord Lord Gzor GE SACKVILLE] 
Who aimed at ſhewing the difference in 
the expence of Queen Anne's war and 
the preſent ; that tho' in the former he 
ſaid, we had near 180,000 troops em- 
ployed on the continent, and in the pre- 
ſent not above one half the number, yet 
the expence now was much greater than 
at . time, which he thought muſt be 
263 —_ --- owing 
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owing to a want of ceconomy in the ma · 
nagers of the German war. He was of 
opinion, that the expence the nation had 
been at, was ſq great, it was impoſſible 
to raiſe any further ſupplies; that there- 
fore; he feared he ſhould ſee the time 
when we ſhould come to a full ſtop for 
dyant of money to carry on the war; that 
he bled to ſee his country in ſuchdiſtreſſed 
circumſtances; and concluded with hop- 
ing he ſhould not ſee the time, when we, 
as a conquering nation, ſhould be ob- 
liged to aſk a peace of thoſe, wa ought 
to beg it of us. 
But theſe ſparks of eppeaden wee 
extinguiſhed in an inſtant, by Mr. PrTT, 
who pointed out the neceſſity of eon- 
tinuing the German war, and of afliſt- 
ig ue King of Portugal. And he ob- 
ſerved, that in times of war, connexions 
with the continenthad always been found 
political, except in the four unhappy reigne 
of theStuarts. Then, turning about to ſe- 
veral perſons, he very jocularly ſaid, you 
who are for continental 'meaſures, [Tam 
with you; and yu who are for aſſiſting 
the 
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the King of Portugal, I am with you; and 
you who are for putting an endto the war, 
I am with you alſo; in ſhort, I am the on- 
iy man to be found that am with you all, 
He then enumerated the ſucceſſes which 
had attended the Britiſh arms in all parts 
of the world, and the immenſe advantages 
gained in our trade, which would more 
than compenſate the great expence we 
had been at; and which he obſerved was 
a conſideration that had been overlooked 
by thoſe who were complaining of the 
== burthen of the war; and in regard 


to contracting the expences, he entirely 
agreed with thoſe who were for it, and 


urged, that who ever would effect this ſa- 
lutary work, would deſerve the higheſt 
encomiums; but he hoped a diſtinction 
would be made between contracting the 
oy and contracting the operations 
of the war, and deſired any one preſent 
to ſhew how the latter could have been, 

or might ſtill be done with ſafety : He 
then remarked, that he did not find any | 
leſs expence attended the nation now, than 
when he unworthily held the ſeals; or 
1 2 4 what 
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that mote was done; and turning to the 
Marquis of GR ANR x, he obſerved, that 
he knew his zeal for the ſervice of his 
country was fuch, that if he had received 
his-orders, he was ſure he would not then 
be where he was. And as to what the no- 
ble Lord had faid, no one doubted his ca- 

pacity, if his heart was but as good; that 
for his own part, he could not tell the rea- 
fon of the continental expences being 
greater now than in Queen Anne's time, 
unleſs it was becauſe provender and every 
thing elſe in Germany was deirer now 
than then, and wiſhed the noble Lord had 
explained that part of his ſpeech, for he 
did not properly know what to make of 
it j it carried a ſomething! a ſaſpicion he 
did not well underſtand ! but if he meant 
that there had not been fair play with the 
money, he knew nothing of it; and then 
ſtretching out his hands, and moving his 
fingers, ſaid they were clean, there was 
none of it ſtuck to them! and that he 
would ſecond: any perſon, who ſhould 
move for an enquiry into the money-mat- 
ters; he was anxious to know how it was 
appro- 


(49) 
appropriated, that the whole truth mig cht 
come out: He obſerved, that the noble 
Lord had ſaid, he bled for his country, 
and he did not wonder at it ; that it was 
his opinion, he ought to throw his body 
at his Majeſty's feet, and there bleed at 


every pore. He then repreſented, that 
in conſequence of our withdrawing our 


troops from Germany, Portugal, and the 
Low Countries, would become a prey to 
the French and Spaniards ; that in point 
of policy we ought not to ſuffer it; but 
that he did not mean to bear Portugal on 
our ſhoulders, but only to ſet him on his 
legs, and put a ſword in his hand. He af- 
firmed, that France was almoſt a ruined 
nation, having expended in the laſt year 
upwards of eight millions, and had been 
ſtill loſing : that he knew the finances of 
France, as well as any man in England; 
and that we, by our ſucceſſes, were repaid 
for our expence; that it was wrong and 
unjuſt to repreſ-=: Sreat Britain in ſo de- 
plorable a ſtate, as unable to carry on the 
war (for there were always ſtrangers in 
the * who wrote to their friends in 
£ Holland, 


459) 
Holland, an account af what. paſſed in 
that place, and the Dutch Get it to 
the French) that it was well known, Eng · 
land never was better able to ſupport a 
war than at preſent ; that the money for -— 
this year was raiſed, and he would anſwer 
for it, if we wanted 15 or 20 millions for 
next year, we might have it ; he therefore 
ſtrongly recommended the million as de- 
fired : that he knew the cry which had 
heen propagated for theſe three years; Vou 
wont be able to raiſe money to continue 
the war another year; and yet we all ſaw 
the contrary. He affirmed, that one cam» 
paign might have finiſhed the war; (al- 
luding to his own propoſal of demanding 
A categorical anſwer from Spain.) 
And in anſwer to the gentleman who 
= faid, that the complaints of the Por- 
tugueſe merchants had not been attend- 
ed to, he inſiſted, that ſo far fromit, he 
had ſpent many nightsinconſideringthem; 
and referred that gentleman to what had — 
paſſed between him and the Ambaſſador 
of the court of Portugal, wherein thoſe 
Homes had been adjuſted, He then recom- 


' mended 


— 


. 


) 
mended union and harmony to the mini- 
ſtry, and declar'd againſt altercation, which 


he ſaid was no way to carry on the pub- 


lic buſineſs, and urged the neceſſity of 
2 proſecuting the war with vigour, as the 
only way to obtain an honourable, ſolid, 
and laſting peace; and proved from the 
readineſs with which ſupplies had been 


granted, there would be little danger of 


a ſtop on that account, ſo long as the 


money was properly applied, and attend- 


ed with ſucceſs, 
© A'P. V. 


The national faith broke. Certain infamous 


© correſponden ncies. The Dake 4 227 4 
caſile ent. he | | 


HE Rene now 3 himſelf . 


ſole miniſter, in effect, though not 
in appearance, reſolved to treat the alli- 
ance with Pruſſia, in the manner he had 
ever wiſhed and intended, from the mo- 
ment he had formed his deſign of beco- 
ing abſolute premier. He therefore re- 


fuſed to renew the treaty with that power, 


which en to expire during his ad- 


( 


/ 


i. |. 
miniſtration. But to keep the Pruffidit 
Refident in London, in ſome fort of good 
humour about it, he amuſed him from 
time to time, with ſtrong promiſes that 
the ſabſidy ſhould be granted, and ſeveral 
of his creatures (who were afterwards his 
miniſters) were pattiesatconferences, held 
for that purpoſe : at length, having kept 
the Refident in fuſpence near 4 months, 
viz. from January to April 1762, he re- 
fuſed to give the money. The Advocates 
of the Favourite were at this time hired 
to maintain, that the bad faith practiſed 
towards the King of Pruſſia, was a duty 
which we owed to ourſelves, and juſtifi- 
able by the law of nations. However, not 
content with throwing this indelible ſtain 
on the faith of the Engliſh nation, he 
had recourfe to an artifice ſtill more in- 
famous, in order to injure that monarch. 

A correſpondence was carried on, with 
the court of Peterſburgh, in which the 
miniſter (moſt undoubtedly without his 
Majeſty's knowledge, for the reſpect to 
the crown obliges us to believe fo) faid, 
or infinuated in very ſtrong terms, that 
| we 


we ſhould behold with concern, the late. 
Emperor of Ruflia's withdrawing from 
the alliance, and recalling his troops,from 
the aſſiſtance of the Empreſs Queen ; that 
this country did not wiſh. that the King of 
Pruſſia ſhould be aggrandized, at the ex- 
pence of the houſe of Auſtria, but would 
rather deſire to ſee that power revert to 
its primitive electoral ſtate. This is be- 
lieved to be a ſhort ſtate of the fact, in 
the language that it comes from abroad ; 

and it is there added, that his Pruſſian 
Majeſty is poſſeſſed of authentic docu- 
ments to ſhe wit; tranſmitted to him from 
the court of Ruſſia.— Another correſpon- 
dence was carried on with the court of 
Vienna, to whom the moſt. ſcandalous 
ſubmiſſions were made, in order to ac- 
compliſh a reconciliation between that 
haughty court and Great Britain ; and to 
lay the foundation of an alliance * in 

6c conſequence of ſome conceſſions to be 


„ Had this propoſed alliance taken place, will any 
man upon earth ſay, we ſhould have been leſs Ger- 
manized in this reign, than during the late? Was 
rt not n Auftria 1 upon our ſhoulders? 


made 


| 
| 
| 
l 
| 
| 


(34) 


& made in Italy, or elſewhere.” This word 
elſewhere, is of unlimited latitude, and 


capable of ſuch dangerous conſtruction, 


that conſidering the ſyſtem which the 


Favourite was then purſuing, and to 


whom this ſubmiſſive propoſal was made, 
no other than the inveterate and impla- 
cable enemy of Pruffia! there will 


ſcarcely remain a doubt whoſe domini- 


ons it was intended to impl. 

This proſtitution of national faith ; this 
offered treachery to'a monarch, who had 
often been ſtiled from the throne a mag- 
nanimous Prince, and good ally; and 
whoſe alliance had been approved by the 
unanimous voice of the people, and had 
received the ſolemn ſanction of both 
houſes of parliament ; cannot fail of raiſ- 
ing in the mind of every honeſt man, a 
juſt and warm indignation for ſo con- 
temptible a being, as could form ſuch 
baſe and ſcandalous projects. 

To convince thoſe miniſters of the 
late King, who had choſen to remain in 
their offices, after the expulſion of Lord 
TzMPLE and Mr, PiTT, that the Fa- 
- Fourits 


(951). 


vourite meant to ſeize the helm; he im- 
mediately invaded their ſeveral depart- 
ments; corrupted their ſecretaries and 
confidents, to betray to him the buſineſs 
or ſecrets tranſacting in each. Indeed, 
men of leſs diſcernment than the mini- 
ſters ſaw, and faid, that their date in of- 
fice was but very ſhort, when the Fa- 
vourite had given ſuch a proof of his 
power, as the baniſhment of Lord TxM- 
PLE and Mr. PiTT. But for reaſons, 
which only concern themſelves, they 
choſe to enjoy their SALARIES by per- 
miſſion. It is nonſenſe to fay that they 
enjoyed POWER ; for it is notorious, that 
the Favourite arbitrarily diſpoſed of every 
place, as it became vacant, not only with- 
out complimenting them with any kind 


of ſolicitation, but even without their 


knowledge: and in juſtice it muſt be 
faid, that for ſome time, at leaſt, they 
not only filently, but meanly, acquieſced 
in all bis meaſures. At length ſome of 
them became uneafy under his yoke, and 
finding that they ſhould ſhortly be turn- 
<< ah reſolved to * 


The 
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The Duke of N EWCASTLE, who was, 
firſt Lord of the Treaſury, reſigned on : 
the 2bth of May 1762; for this plain 
reaſon, which his friends gave out, pf Be- 
«* cauſe be Found his influence was. gone-be- 
& fore him. Indeed, his Grace had met 
with ſuch kind of treatment, as was no 
longer ſufferable. But this he might 
have foreſeen : for no ſenſible man about, 
St. James's- doubted, - (three days after 
Mr..P1TT's reſignation) that his Grace 
held the very poſt, which the Favourite 
was determined to occupy himſelf, And 
had his Grace, with his adherents; as 
firmly attached themſelves in the hour of 
danger, as they had done during the 
courſe of the war, to thoſe true friends 
of their country, who manifeſted by 
their carly retirement their, diſapproba- 
tion of the F avourite, and his deſtrue- 
tive meaſures, they might, in all proba - 
bility, have prevented thoſe fatal conſe- 


quences;. which ſuch an een 8 
of AIRY See 


„ 4 . 


5 en A „ 
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Te ka, made a Knight of the Gar- 
" Note from the Monitor, and an 
«account of the proſecution of that paper. 
De Favourite made firſt Lord of the 
Treaſury. Sweeps the Cocoa Tree for 4 
| Miniſtry. Curious account of lim. Turns 
out all who had been put in by the Duke 
bf Newcaſtie. penn up all the avenies 
to the Royal Cloſet. Peace is his only ob- 
| Jett. A number of Peers created. Lords 
of the Bedchamber jncreaſed. The power 
| 7 the cron SO the * _ 
T* E Treaſury deln : now vacated in 
form, the Favourite, although eager 


to mount this pinacle of power, reſol- 


ved not to do it, until decorated with the 
moſt noble Engliſh order of the garter; 


and for this purpoſe, the very day after the 


Duke's refignation, a chapter was ſum- 
-moned to meet at St. James's, and the 
Earl of Bute was inveſted by his Sove- 
reign, with the enſigns of the order, at 

the ** time withPrince William Henry, 


E ttsird 


— 


— 


(58) 
third brotHer of his Majeſty. TheFavou- 


rite was before a Knight of the ancient 


Scottiſh order of the Thiſtle; therefore 
this circumſtance of changing the colour 
of his ribband, was ſuch a ridiculous parade 
of his own folly and vanity ; ſuch an 


empty diſplay of the wantonneſs of 


power, as could only ſerve to inflame 
mankind, without ſecuring to either his 
Royal Maſter or himſelf, any ſolid ad- 


vantages whatever“. 

On the ſecond day after his pe 
he entered the Treaſury, with a ſcourge 
in 


* 


— 


* A few days after this extraordinary tranſac- 
tion, there was, in a periodical paper called The 
MoniTos, the following ſingular paſſage, con- 
cerning the Abbot de Bernis, the French binn. 
and Favourite of M. de Pompadouhn: 
The exaltation of de Bernis, who was 1 
rally of a very amorous conſtitution, and ſeemed 
to have no other recommendation than his perſon, 


and art to pleaſe the fair ſex, provoked the nobility 
and raw e all moderation: ſo that when he 


was inveſted with the order of the Holy Ghoſt, in 
the chapel of Verſailles, there was, during the gere- 
mony, a ſcroll of paper thrown out of the gallery 
among the Knights, on which was wrote a 

parody, on the hymn called Veni Creator, and is 


thus tranſlated in the third volume of M. de Nes 


3 s hiſtory, page 52. 6 
Thou 


ench 


(59) 
in one hand, and a purſe, in the other; 
which by the advice of his virtuous aſſo- 


* 1 Kg : 
Thou holy ſpirit, power divine, | 1 
| Do thou for I rance's glory dag 
On this new miniſter to ſhine, 1432 
And lighten up his clouded brain. 
Of twelve unlearn'd thou heretofore 
Didſt raiſe up miracles to thee; 
-- Renew thoſe: miracles once more, 


By giving ſenſe to poor Bernis. 


«\\ 


His boſom with thy flames poſſeſs; 
On him the love of Heaven pour, 
That he may kiſs the ladies leſs, _* 
And leaſt of all La Pompadour. 
, Bernis inveſted with the rank of a miniſter, 
and decked out with a blue ribbon, could not, 
doubtleſs, but appear, more agreeable in the eyes 
of his N and ſhe,” never eaſy, day and 
night, out of his company, looked upon his ath- 
letic conſtitution, and conſummate knowledge in 
the art of love, to be ſuch ſuperior talents, ' as 
made him extremely capable of unravelling the 
moſt knotty, and conductipg the moſt arduous 
affairs of ſtate ; imagining with great reaſon, that 
in the courſe of an adminiſtration, which ſhe alone 
had put into his hands, he would certainly take no 
ſtep without firſt conſulting her.” 454 
This paſſage, together with ſome others leſs re- 
markable, which certain great perſonages pretended 
to underſtand, were the occaſion of Lord Halifax, 
: then Secretary of State, iſſuing ſeveral warrants, and 
ſending one Carrington, a noted old mefſenger,with 
three other meſſengers, to ſeize the authors, N 
| 2 | an 


( 60) 
ciate, were dexterouſly employed to gra- 
tify his wiſhes, and ruin the nation. The 
inſtant that his name appeared in the 
Gazette, the whole kingdom was filled. 
with alarm. But neither the extreme diſ- 


like of the people, nor the credit of 


which ſuffered by this ſtrange conduct, 


gave him the leaſt concern. Being arrived 


at the ſummit of power, the very place 
to which he had long afpired, he vainly 


thought the kingdom lay at his feet, and 


therefore he reſolved to play out his farce; 


that is, to turn out, and put in, at plea- 
ſure, until he had completed his wretched 
plan, of a wretched adminiſtration. For 


and publiſhers, 2 were ſeverally named in the 

warrants) of different numbers of the MonrTtoR, 
together with their books and papers,and bring them 
before his lordſhip for examination. All which being 


literally executed, except the examination which was 


taken by the clerks,the perſons ſo arbitrarily and un- 
lawfully ſeized, were, after being ſome time in con- 
finement, admitted to bail. But the miniſtry did 


not chuſe to proſecute this matter in Weſtminſter- 
Hall, as was expected, moſt probably fearing,that ſuch 


a proſecution would carry the appearance of certain 

perſons having ſo ſtrong a ſenſibility of parallel caſes, 

that they could not avoid fftting caps to their own 

heads. The defendants afterwards brought -ac+ 

tions againſt the Secretary and his Meſſengers, and 

the juries gave ſome of them conſiderable * 
— ; , t 


? 
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this purpoſe, he collected the refuſe of a 
deſpicable party, who had for ſome years 
formed a club at a coffee-houſe, and who, 
having no name of their own, aſſumed 
that of the houſe, and were called, the 
Cocoa Tree Club. During Mr. P1tT's 
adminiſtration, theſe Gentlemen pre- 
- tended not to be of a party. When they 
faw that miniſter-and his noble brother 
aboliſhing all parties, with a dignity that 
not only ſpoke the rectitude of the mea- 
fure, but the patriotiſm of their hearts,” 
they affirmed that party no longer ex- 
iſted ; and they were received upon that 
affirmation. But the moment that one 
of the name of Stuart appeared, they at- 
tached themſelves to him. Indeed this 
was but natural; if we conſider, that 
many of the club had been in a ſtate of 
proſcription, upwards of fifty years, upon 
more than a ſuſpicion of diſaffection; that 
fince the reſignations of Mr. P1TT and 
Lord TzMPLE, they had not ſcrupled, 
both within, and without doors, to libel 
the memory of his lateMajeſty,becauſe he 
Ry ever, upon the juſteſt reaſons,doubted 

FF T2. - ms 
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their pretenſions to loyalty*. It was like - 


wiſe not * in a Stuart premier, to 
| make 


: 


2 „ lt difnerefiedonſe bharbif arte inthe - 


negative qualities of the firſt officer of ſtate in this 
kingdom, it would be much ſuch a character as had 
now aſſumed the reins of government. He was a 
man that at no time of life had opportunity or incli- 


nation of applying to buſineſs. When young, he was 


diſpoſed to gaiety; and though, having been at the 


cloſe of a ſeſſion elected one of the lixteen peers, 


yet by his oppoſing, right or wrong, all meaſures 
of government, was at the next election excluded, 
and then in diſguſt retired to an iſle in the kin 
dom of Scotland, where he ſpent' many years * 
cloſe monaſterial retirement. This being the prime 
of his life, in which, moſt men, after the ſchool of 
books, inlarge their ideas in che only uſeful ſchool; 
the converſation of men, he formed bis from 


theory; became reſerved, full of ſtrange prejudices, 


and unfit for any thing but the tyrannie domain of 
an Highland clan. 

Wen he returned, as if fate was Rill ns hw 
Her ſport, one time exalting him,the more complete- 
Jy to depreſs him in another, he was taken notice of 
on an occaſion, that no one could have conceived i in- 
troductory to the prime miniſterſhip. The Dutcheſs 
of Queenſbury having entertained her friends with 
the play of the Fair Penitent, the part of Lothario 


fell to the lot of his Lordſhip, in which he ſucceeded | 


ſo much better than in his late ang the 
character of a ſtateſman, that he was greatly admired, 


and particularly by his late Royal Highn Frederick 


Prince of Wales, who took great notice of this oca- 
hook an, and en him to Leiceſter 108 
3 W 


* 


R 
make choice of ſuch men for his mini- 
ſters; to whom he added all the other 
. known 


which laid the foundation of a connection that I fear 
England will ever repent. After the death of this 
excellent Prince, at the ſettling of the houſhold: at 
Saville Houſe, his Lordſhip became a great officer, 
and a great Favourite; his talents, however unfit for 
ublic employ, very deſetvedly made him amiable to 
is young maſter in a private capacity; his morals 
were unexceptionable, and he was diſpoſed to arts and 
artiſts, though he has ever been directed by national 
attachments, caprice, or private friendſhip, and not 
by a diſintereſted zeal for real merit. If any doubt 
theſe aſſertions, I appeal to thoſe miſerable pictures 
which diſgrace Guildhall. If they boaſt his judgment 
in ſculpture, I appeal to the new invented figure at 
the Exchange. If they ſay he knows more of poetry 
than an Hottentot does of cookery, I appeal to thoſe 
unfortunate people who yawned at the execrable 
Scotch performance, called Agis King of Sparta, But 
if it ſhould be ſaid, that his private regard for Ram- 
ſay, Wilton, and Hume, made him promote them 
at the expence of his own reputation for taſte, I then 
applaud his good-nature, but cannot acquieſce in his. 
public pretenſions, of being a Mæcenat. | 
He was in every reſpe& adapted to the ſmall circle. 
of a coal fire, here his virtues. were known, and his 
ſincere attachments made him amiable ;. but when. 
viewed in the inlarged light of a miniſter or Mæcenas, 
were truly ridiculous and contemptible, and the means. 
af bringing thoſe works of genius into difgrace, which 
he made a parade of promoting. This was the man 
who became ſogreat a dupe to his pride, vanity, and: 
ambition, and the ſelfiſhneſs of his dependents, that 
aſter the expulſion of the ableſt and moſt approved mi- 


E 4 niſtry,, 


z 
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known Tories, he could pick up. Hisown 
board he filled with ſuch as were perſo- 
pally attached to him; and Sir Francis 
Dasnwoop he made Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. But his boſom friends were 
* three or four perſons, whoſe different 
« employments, ſuch as, in a Scottiſh 
« kirk, in the law, and in the army, 
ce made them wholly ignorant of ſtate 
« affairs : but their conceit being equal 
* to their ignorance, they undertook to 
<. affiſt this upſtart pilot.” 

With this regiment of Scottiſh Jacobites, i 
Scottiſh poets, and a few SOSA Tories, 


niſtry, this nation ever had, durtag which there wal 
the greateſt union and harmony, ever known, be- 
tween the people and government, he weakly and ar- 
rogantly aſſumed abſolute rule in their ſtead ; and on 

the 29th of May 1762, became the prime miniſter, 

Very many were the reafons for the people's bein 
alarmed, particularly this miniſter was in that ſitu- 
ation, which in public and private life has ever deen 
deteſtable, for he was a Favourite. His abilities were 
doubted. His country, ſo famed for attachment 
merely to themſelves, made him odious. The people 
he brought into 3 with him, were in general 
truly contemptible: that moſt important office, the 
national accountant, wasproſtituted on a man towhom 
A ſum of five Waren was an impenetrable Serret.”_ + 


Contraft. 
| he 


" 
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he ſtormed all the public offices; turned 
out every dependant, relation, and friend 
of the Duke of NzwcAasTLE. The boards 
of revenue, which ought to be ſacred 
during good behaviour, were not exempt 
from this inhuman rapine. The fact is, 


that none were ſpared, who refuſed to 


become his ſycophants. In ſhort, one 
can compare his conduct, on this occa- 
ſion, to nothing more juſtly, than to 
that of an enraged and cruel enemy plun- 
| dering a town which had coſt him ſome 
trouble to take. He barred up all ave- 
nues to the Royal cloſet, into which 
none were admitted, without his per- 
miſſion. This naturally diſguſted thoſe, 
who were too ſpirited to ſolicit the fa- 
vour of his paſſport ; and together with 
his ſtrong attachment to his needy coun- 
trymen, whom he thruſt into all offices, 
and into all departments, which as na- 
turally diſguſted the public at large ; may 
be ſaid, to have fo narrowed his founda- 


tion, that it was, apparent he had no- 


thing to ſtan upon, but n and | 


nn * ; * 
Con- 
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Conſtious, even previous to his eleva- 
tion to the Treafury; that his continuance 
in power, would depend upon his obtain- 
ing a peace immediately (for he had not 
Capacity to conduct the war, and one miſ- 
carriage might prove fatal to him) he 
made peace the object of all his politics. 
And ſome weeks before the Duke of Nx w- 
CAST LE reſigned, a number of peers were 
created. This extraordinary meaſure, to- 
gether with ſome others which attended. 


it, were thus remarked upon at the time. 


One of the great outlines of the Fa- 
vourite's adminiſtration, and which was 
carried to a degree unknown fince the 
reign of Charles the Second, was an open 


and declared profeſſion of increafing 


the power of the crown, by creating 
influence and dependencies upon it, in 
both houſes of parliament. In the year 
1711, when the Tories were endeavour- 
ing to overturn the Whig adminiſtra- 
tion, that had reduced the power of 
France ſo low, and were projecting the 
infamous treaty of Utrecht, Burnet ſays, 
* They finding the houſe of Lords could 

not 


- 


_ againſt what he recommended. But, in 
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* not be brought to favour their deſigns, 


A 


* reſolved to make an experiment that 


« none of our Princes had ventured up- 
«* on in former times; a reſolution ws 
« taken of making twelve peers at once.” 

What was the conduct of the preſent mi- 
niſter under ſimilar circumſtances ? He 
adviſed the creation of fixteen peers, not 
indeed at once, that would have been 
too explicit a declaration of his motives, 


but all in the ſpice of two years; and not 


content with this, he likewiſe adviſed 


the giving penſions to 2 great number of 


that houſe, under the denomination in- 
deed of Lords of the bedchamber ; but 
as the number of thoſe Lords was increaſ- 


ed in the preſent reign, from twelve to 


twenty-two, the fact is, that, by whatever 
name they are called, the King has ſo 
many more ſervants in his pay, in that 
houſe, and the miniſter has the rod of de- 
privation hanging over their heads, which 
fell moſt heavily againſt thoſe, who pre- 
ſured to exerciſe their freedom of voting 


the other houſe, and where it is more 
material, 
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material, this meaſure was carried " 
further: we are informed from hiſtory, 
that, from the time of the Revolution, 
it has been the charaReriſtic mark of 
thoſe who oppoſed any increaſe of power 
in the crown, to contrive by laws, and 
every other method, to prevent the influ- 
ence of the crown in that houſe. Seve- 
ral acts of parliament have been paſſed, 


to limit the number of officers, who re- 


ceived their places from the crown, to 
have ſeats in the houſe of commons, and 
one Mibden of © during the Whig admi- 

tion of Queen Anne, which de- 
jonny that no perſon poſſeſſed of an of- 
fice, created after ſuch a period, ſhould 
be capable of a ſeat in that houſe ; and 
this was afterwards enforced by another 


of the. firſt of George I. that reſtrained I 


perſons having penſions during plea- 
| ſure, from fitting in the houſe of com- 
mons. Theſe laws were paſſed in order 
to be a reſtraint on the crown; they are 
now in force, and mean to provide for 
the liberty of the people, by preventing 
the crown from creating a dependence 
upon 


* 
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upon it, in its repreſentatives : : but, like 
other human inſtitutions, they were e- 
vaded when a miniſter ſhall preſume to 
adviſe, in the teeth of theſe acts of par- 
liament, the creation of ſuch a number of 
grooms of the bedchamber, clerks of the 
green- cloth, and other officers of the. 
houſhold, each with a falary of 500 J. per 
annum, as to be double the number of 
thoſe of his late Majeſty ; and when ſome 
gentlemen have been removed from theſe. 
employments with penſions, to make room 
for members of the houſe of commons, 
that the law might be only evaded, not 
openly violated ; and when we ſee gentle- 
men of the firſt fortunes, and who thro' 
the two laſt reigns, prided themſelves in 
their independency, eagerly, and meanly 
thruſting themſelves into this pitiful pen- 
fion liſt ; J ſay, when we conſider theſe 
things, where is the ſecurity of the laws, 
or upon what principles of the conſtitu- 
tion can theſe meaſures be defended ?” 
Nothing ſurely could be more abſurd 


and ridiculous than the pretenſions and 


conduct of this muſhroom miniſter. He 
tet 


_ 
ſet-up the ſtandard of virtue, and made 
Mr. Fox his Lieutenant General. He 
ſaid, there ſhould be no parties, and 
ſwept the Cocoa Tree, for a miniſtry. 
He promiſed to obſerve the ſtricteſt ceco- 
nomy, and increaſed, beyond credibility, 


the ſcandalous liſt of e and of aa 
ſioners. 1 


e VII. 


The Duke of Devonſhire diſmiſſed, © and 

A truct off the Lift of Privy Counſellors. 
Great influence of corruption. Several 
refignations. ' A want of unanimity in 
the refigners. Contraſt between Mr. Pitt 

and the Duke of Newcaſtle. Briton, 


North Briton, and Auditor yr ſhed. 
eke 


R EAT as his influence was, with 
his Royal Maſter, yet his abſolute 
power had not hitherto extended to every 


office and department under the govern- 


ment, therefore he was unhappy while 
any but his own creatures and dependants 
were about the court. The Duke of Dz- 
VON= 


* 
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VONSHIRE continued to hold the office 
of Lord Chamberlain, which mortified 
him exceedingly, for two reaſons; one 
was, that his plan was incomplete, while 
an enemy to the name of Stuart re- 
mained; the other was, that the Duke 
had, and probably did even then, par- 
ticipate of his Soyereign's eſteem. No- 
thing but an excluſive poſſeſſion of the 
Royal ear could ſerve his purpoſes; there- 
fore any ſharer with him in that article, 
he looked upon as deſtructive of his plan 
and principles; conſequently he failed 
not to make uſe of all his power and 
influence, to root out ſo dangerous an 
enemy. He invaded the Duke's, depart- 
ment, diſpoſed of ſome of the places in his 
Grace's gift, took every ſtep to convince 
his Grace, that all üthority was from 
himſelf alone; and had even the inſo- 


lence to talk of humbling the Great 


Lords, who would not acquieſce in his 
meaſures. The Duke of Devonsnire, 
however, was far from acquieſcing in 
either the principles or deſigns of the 
Fame He had declined aſſiſting at 

Coun» 
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Councils, upon ra which he could. 
not approve; but at the ſame time, 
ſuch was his tenderneſs, that he heſitated 
greatly about leaving the ſervice of his 
Royal Maſter, fearing leſt his own great 
intereſt in the country, might increaſe 
the popular diſſenſions. At length, how- 
ever, finding that his preſence at court was 
become diſagreeable, and that his reſigna- 
tion was required, he gave up his wand; 
and the Favourite, in order to make the 
diſgrace of this Great Peer as effectual as 
poſſible, had his name ſtruck off the Lift 
of Privy Counſellors ; which his elbow 
Counſellor adviſed, as neceſſary to pre- 
vent any attempt, or even wiſh, to re- 
gain that eſteem, which had been con- 

| fidered as fo dangerous to his defigns : 
and at the ſame time to ſerve for an 
example to others. Though indeed, 
there was but little occaſion for this latter 
reaſon, for never was the venality of the 
great, and the influence of corruption, ſo 
conſpicuous, as at this time. WIE 
The few, the very few, who had vir- 
tue enough to withſtand all temptation, 


and 
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We and ſpirit enough to declare their dit. 


approbation &f the F avourite, were con- 
ſidered as entering into a ſtate of pro- 
ſcription for life. Their ſociety was 
avoided by the proſtitute herd, who, to 
ſupport the luxuries and extravagancies 
in which they delighted to riot, ſub- 
- mitted: to bow down in the Temple of 
Rimmon, to prop the ruinous ſteps, and 
ſupport the corrupt weight, of an * | 
rious, all-graſping Favourite. 
Upon the removal of the Dukes of 
NzwcasTLE and DRvoxsHIRE, the 
ſtate was entirely deprived of all thoſe who 
refuſed to become fycophants to the Fa- 
vourite; for ſuch Noblemen and Gentle- 
men, as choſe to attach themſelves to 
either of thoſe Peers, were diſmiſſed, or 
voluntarily reſigned: yet there were ſome 
whom no diſguſt could force out; theſe 
were thoſe who held their places by pa- 
tent: which gave him ſuch uneaſineſs, 
thatitwas affirmed, he conſulted the ſages 
of the law upon the poſſibility of taking 
away thoſe patents; and it was added, 
that the lawyers adviſed him to do the 
; thing, and try if the law would not juſtify 
8 F him. 


— 
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him. But whether fear, or ſome other 


cauſe prevented him, certain it is, that 
he did not attempt itt. 65 
Although the Favourite's whole atten- 


tion was fixed upon a peace, any, ſuch 


as he could get, and the language which 


his ſycophants were taught tb hold, was, 


that we were ruined by our victories, 
and if the war was not ſpeedily put an 
end to, we ſhould goon conquering, until 
like Gaſton de Foix, we fell in the field; 


yet the diſguſted perſonages who had re- 


tired from the adminiſtration, and the great 
number of others who were difmiſſed, 
did not properly unite, and form them- 


ſelves into a regular oppoſition : and to 
the want of this union is to be attributed 


the ill condu& which attended all their 


future meaſures. From the firſt moment 


that the ma nagement of national buſineſs 
was taking an injurious turn, there was a 


want of fidelity among thoſe who had | 
formerly united tb ſupportthe miniſters of 


their country. TheDukeof NR .N] ASTLE 
was not at all ſorry at Mr. Pr rs reſigna- 
tion; on the contrary, it is certain that 


he ö at that event. His 
ö Grace 55 
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Vith We chief management of - public 
affairs, baut deptived of it while Mr. 
Pr was at the helm, he very probably 
hoped it would revert to him again, up- 
on the refignation of that miniſter. But 
his Grace was miſtaken ; for in a little 
time he found he had leſs power, than 
even during Mr. PrT T's adminiftration. 
If we therefore take a ſhort retroſpgtt 
of the true caſes of theſe two reſigna- 
tions, we ſhall find, that it will explain 
All that is neceſſary to convince the rea- 

der of this fundamental want of unani- 


Mr. PrTT's ambition was * welface 
of his country, and he piqued himſelf 
upon doing it great and fignal fervices. 
When he found he could no longer carry 
into execution ſuch meaſures, as he 
thought moſt conducive to the intereſts 
of the public, he reſigned. The motive 
of his reſignation, was therefore as, ho- 
nourable as any thing could be. The 
Duke of Nx w/ AST L's ambition was di- 
ſtributing the good things of the State, 


thereby creating a number of obſequious 
F J 


„ 

and ſcandalous dependents, among a ſet of 
men who were mean enough to flatter his 
vanity, when they attended his levee. 
When he found he could no longer do 
this, and thoſe whom he had: favoured 
moſt, began to be ungrateful, he reſigned. 
In other reſpects too theſe great men were 
totally different. Mr. Pi r was an ene- 
my to all parties, and all party diſtinc- 
tipns ; he ſubmitted the rectitude of his 
meaſures; to the public, at large. The 
Duke of NRW AS TIE had from his 

youth been at the head of a party, and 
even in his advanced age, party was both 
his delight and his ſupport. In ſhort, the 
views of one were of the moſt enlarged 
and nobleſt kind ; thoſe of the other, nar- 
row and confined to'the private intereſts 
of his friends. One was an inflexible pa- | 
triot ; the other a true courtier. They 
Were as oppoſite likewiſe in many other 


points: but the reader has poſſibly ſeen 


enough to convince him that a ſincere 
union, between theſe great men, was 
not very likely to happen. 


Notwithſtanding the moſt apparent want 
of unanimity ame the great, yet the 


impar- 


5 
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impartial,independent public, judgedand 


_ ſpoke with a propriety and firmneſs, that 
will for ever do honour to their natural and. 


_ true patrioticſpirit. While with an unani- 
mous, and unceaſing voice, they poured 


forth their praiſcs of Lord TEMPLE and 
Mr. Pr r, they at the ſame time, zealouſly 
and uni verfally condemned the conduct 
of the Favourite and his adminiſtration: 
they branded it with every epithet that 
was expreſſive of their moſt ſincere abhor- 


rence and deteſtation. From the firſt mo- 
ment that he entered the Treaſury, he 


ſeemed conſcious that his greateſt ſtruggle 


would be with the people, and therefore, 
on the very day of his appointment, was 


publiſhed by his authority, the firſt number 


of a contemptible paper, in his vindica- 
tion,calledtheBriton, whichwas frequent- | 


ly written by his boſom friends. Not hav- 
ing, at that time, rget with any regular 
and formidable attack, nor having yet 
done one miniſterial act in his new office, 
nothing could he a clearer proof of his 
folly, weakneſs, and conſcious want of 
ability,than this abſurd conduct. This pa- 
Per provoked new opponents, and among 

F- 3 them, 
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em, one, who gave bim more uncaſi- | 
neſs, than the hatred of the whole king- 
dom; this was the North Briton (pub- 
liſhed the following week) the author 
of which, attacked him with ſuch in- 
trepidity, and ſeaſoned his ſatire with 
ſuch a 
ſtantly admired and bought up, by, peo- 
ple of all ranks. His ſtile was maſterly 
and elegant, his wit and ſatite truly 
claflical, always excceding. keen, and 
very {cldom groſs, which operated in: 
credibly upon the minds of the people. 
His facts were alauays genuine, and in- 
controvertible; which. gaye the paper a 
character of veracity, His doQrines were 
; ſtrictiy conſtitutional, and his arguments 
too ſtrong to. need any other aſſiſtance 
to convince the | public, who were be- 
traying its intereſts, The firſt. paper 
was a ſufficient ſpecimen of the author's 
abilities, to alarm the Fayourite,, who 
the next week, cauſed a ſecond perio- 
dical paper, in his vindication to be pub- 
liſhed. This, was, called the Auditor, 
written principally by one who had been 
the advocate of his faithful adviſer,” .. 


Te 


poignancy of wit, that it was in- 5 


A 
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The dus of both Briton and Auditor, 
0 however, proved themmſel ves to bewretched 
advocates ; their ſtyle was bad, their facts 
generally falſe, their arguments weak and 
dieluſive, and their attempts at wit, meer 
tibaldry. In a word, they excelled in no- 
thing but ſcurrility and abuſe, which in- 
deed they dealt about in ſuch a manner, 
and againſt every one who preſumed to 
dliſapprove of the Favourite, that go- 
verument itſelf ſeemed to be paying for, 
and ſetting the example, of mains bo 
wh eee ee and decency. 
Therefore the many books and papers, 
3 afterwards appeared in ſupport of 
the public cauſe, admit of a very rational 
and juſtiſiable excuſe. The Favourite and 
his faction begun the ſpirit of libelling, 
even before the reſignation of Mr. Pi r; 
and upon that event, were remarkably 
aſſiduous in attacking all the great and 
eminent characters in the kingdom, who 
+ had too much honour and regard for 
their country, to ſupport his deſtructive 
meaſures. For a conſiderable time, no- 
bod paid any attention to the writings 
wel "yu ad vocates ; at leaſt, the rn 
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attacked did not: but at length, appre- 
hending that the infinite number of ſcan- 
dalous falſhoods, which his writers re- 
peatedly aſſerted in all the public papers, 
and indyſtriouſly propagated by every o- 
ther mode of publication, might injure 
their reputations, and weaken that confi- 


dence with which they were honoured by | 


the people, as a reward for their ſpirited 
and diſintereſted conduct; their friends 
who were beſt acquainted with all their 
motives and actions, determined to reſcue - 
their characters from the pens of ſuch in- 
famous aſſaſſins. Thus began the paper 


war, which was carried on with great 


fury, by both ſides, for à conſiderable 
time. At length the aſſailants being 


completely defeated, and grieved and fore: 
to death, reſolved to relinquiſh that mode 


of fighting, becauſe they found truth 
make ſo ſtrongly againſt them, and to 


take up another fort of more ſerious and 


dangerdus inſtruments. They, in a wild 
and frantic fit of rage and revenge, broke 
down all the fences of the conſtitution, 
arbitrarily ſeized and confined whom they 
pleaſed ; then called in the aid of the 
172 | crown 
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crown lawyers, and afterwards, that of 
the parliament: all which the following 

ſheets will ſufficiently ſhew. Thus they 
who were one day encouraging and pay- 
ing writers of the-moſt defamatory libels, 
the next beat at their own weapons, un- 
der frivolous diſtinctions, flying to law; and 
leſt that ſhould fail, to parliament, for 
the means of ſuppreſſing, and puniſhing, 
what was only the bleſſed Tran af — 
.own example. 1 


_— e 


The peace made. The Oppoſition formal, T be 
principal perſons dine together. Remark. 
"A to Words the en * 


N. the mean time, the Fayourite ouſh- 
1 ed on his work of peace, which the 
- enemy could not be ſo deſirous of grant- 
ing, as he was, of obtaining. The lan- 
guage confidently held at Verſailles was, 
that the Favourite was the only ruling 
power in England, that he had not ca- 
pacity to conduct the war, and therefore 
could not preſerve his power. unleſs he 
made a e, 


The 


( 32 ) | 

The arguments which were offered 
againſt this peace, the reader will find ia 
all the political publications of that time. 
However, Mr. Lz&cz'sopinionof it (de- 
livered a ſhort time after) may perhaps 
not be unworthy his notice: it was to 
this ſnort effect. The union of the 
whole Houſe of Bourbon, Which is. re- 
plete with reciprocal advantages to both 
France and Spain, is not even attempted 
to be broke. The fiſhery that is granted 
to the former, will prove to her a mine 
of wealth: The Welt India ſettlements 
which are reſtored to both, will imme 
diately, and without any expence, put 
their commerce upon a reſpectable foot- 
ing; and in a ſhort time furniſh them 
"with the means for maintaining another 


War; while before ouracquiſitions, which 2 
require great ſaras, great improvements, | 


and long time, can be made even valua- 
ble at all, we ſhall have this dance to go 
over again, with one e e _ 
millions upon our backs.” 5 
While the Favourite was d; 0. not 
treacherouſſy) running into the arins of 
ly for 6p peace, ſuch as the enemy 
would 


_ 
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would grant him, bis virtuous afleciate 


was. honourably. employed in another 
kind of. negotiation at home. Tbe rela- 
tions, friends, and confidents of almoſt 
every. man, were induſtrjouſly found out, 
and tampered with. Temptations were 
offered to the vain, the needy, and the 
vicious, according to their ſeveral paſſions, 


or wants. All who choſe to ſerve the Fa. 


vaurite, might now have their price. All 
were invited to a certain pay office, where 


| twenty-five thouſand pounds were Mued - 


in,one day. All, indeed, were not of one 


opinion, but the Majority were. All 


knew che peace to be the convenient and 
neceſſary meaſure of the Favourite; yet 
but few Uſregarded, whether their op- 
poſition to it would become an infallible 
bar to their ever being able to renew 
their peace at St. James . 


The diſguſted party who were Miel 1 
: gone gut, becauſe the Favourite did not 2 
chuſę to accept of their ſervice, were ſo 


infatuated with a luſt of power, and caſt 
{© many longing looks towards the offices 
from which they had been precipitately 


eee number of them ſlunk 


e „ 
" F 3 134 < * 


« - 
. 
» 


A 1 * "add! K __ - * . 
8 * n "Ps 4% a Ld as * 
| ” 99 1 > 

\ 

= 

- 
wy 
- 
- 


(860 


away, when the merits of the Biitear 
| preliminaries came under examination. 
Some feigned ſickneſs, others ran out of 
town, and many more had not even the 
ſhadow of excuſe for their ſcandalous 
deſertion upon this important occaſion, 
But Mr. P1TT, to his great honour, al- 
though he had been for ſome time con- 
fined to his bed by a ſevere fit of the 
gout,came down to the Houſe, and ſpoke 
near three hours in this debate. He gave 
his opinion upon almoſt every article; 
ſome of which he approved, andothershe 
condemned; but hisgreateſt emphaſis was 
laid on what related to the fiſhery,; be- 
cauſe, in the negotiation with M. Buss v, 
Lord TEMPLE and himſelf, had contend- 
ed for the whole excluſive fiſhery but 
in that, as well as in many other things, 
they were over-ruled: And, upon the 
whole, he inſiſted, that the terms propo- 
ſed, were inadequate to the conqueſts, and 
juſt expectations of the nation. He vas 
ſo infirm, and ſo afflicted with pain, that 
vhen he could no longer ſtand, although 
ſupported by his friends, he was allowed 
to UT the remainder of his ſentiments 
9 e ſitting; 
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fitting ; yethe was, by extreme illneſs, ob- 

liged to retire, before the diviſion. Mr. 
Fox (ſoon after made lord Holland) de- 


fended the peace. He had taken the 
lead in the debate, and with arguments 
more ſolid, and better adapted to the feel- 
ings of men, and with eloquence more 
charming, and by facts more powerful, 
than thoſe made uſe of by Mr. PI r, he 
convinced the majority of his hearers, 
that the peace was a very good one. 


4 LIST of the MINORITY. on the 


Firſt Diviſion, Dec. 9, 1762, againſt the 
Hole of Approbation of the PxELIMINARY 
AzTiCLss. of Prack; by which the Ha- 
vannah, Martinique, Guadalupe, Santa 
Lucia, Pondicherry, Goree, c. Sc. Sc. 
were agreed to be delivered up to our invete- 
rate enemies, the French and Spaniards,  - 


FIRST DIVISION. 
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The Vieor) bang as tal as 
the Favourite could wiſn, he had 
now nothing to do but. to try. the 
force of corruption among the pe- 
Wk in order to obtain another 
Sn n mode 
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of approbation. The Lieutenants of the | 
counties had begging letters ſent to them, 
entreating them to uſe their utmoſt 
influence towards procuring addteſſes. 
The mayors and other magiſtrates of 
Corporations, | the leading men in ſo- 

cieties, and every perſon who had in- 
fluence enough to collect ten or twelve 
men together, were all applied to for ad- 
dreſſes on the peace. The grave dignita- 
ries of the church extolled the glorious 
merits of this Med peace. The lawyers 
upon their circuits, laid aſide the law, in 
their charges to the grand juries, to en- 
large upon, and enforce a true knowledge 
of the great advantages of the peace. In 
ſhort, no means, honourable or baſe, ab- 
je& or forcible, were left untried to ob- 
tain theſe proſtitute addrefles, in order to 
confirm a favourable opinion of him who 
did not deſerve it, in that breaſt, where 
unhappily it had already gained but too 
fatal a foundation. Some of the addreſ- 
es came from counties which never met 
to conſider them, with ſubſcriptions men- 
dicated from houſe to houſe, of ſuch as 


. be prevailed. upon to ſign them. 
Others 
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Others were ſurreptitiouſly procuredfrom 
packed afſemblies ; to which thoſe only 
were ſecretly invited; whoſe ſubſerviency 
to a job was ſecured, and "oppoſed by 

others accidentally preſent. They were, 
in general, deviſed and dictated by ſome 
Favourite Tool of adminiſtration. The 
ſeal of the borough of , in 
particular, was put to the addreſs, with- 
out the knowledge of more than three 
of the corporation; the reſt diſavowing 
the felonious act, when diſcovered. The 
great county of Vork, however, refuſed 
to addreſs, notwithſtanding the fly and 

cunning efforts of a lawyer. The city 
of London alſo refuſed to addreſs, not- 
withſtanding the private aſſurances of 
8. fourteen. thouſand pounds to compleat 

their bridge. As did likewiſe the county 
of Surry, and other places. 
The voice of the honeſt independent 
public was clear and ſtrong againſt the 
terms of peace. They condemned it with 
firmneſs, temper and judgment, which 
gave ſpirit to that part of the oppoſition, | 
which had little virtue of their own, and 
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to from the ; example of the people. 
Finding their on inſignificance, and 
ſtill perceiving who were higheſt in 
eſteem with the public, they ſolicited an 
union with thoſe who had reſigned on 
account of late meaſures. | The eſta- 
bliſhed reputation and balken popu- 
larity of theſe truly honourable perſons, 
convinced them, that it would be folly to 
attempt an oppoſition without the ſanc- 
tion of their names at the head of it; 
which was indeed the only ſtep they 
could take to fave their own from con- 
tempt and obſcurity. The principal per- 
ſons having conſented to a coalition, they 

frequently dined together at each others 
Houſes. The firſt dinner was given by 
the Duke of NRWCSASTLE, about the 
middle of March, 1764 ; at which were 
preſent the Dukes of DEvonsriRE, Boi 
Ton, andPoRTLAND; Marquis of Rock- 
INGHAM ; Earls TEMPLE, CoRnwaAL« 
Lis, ALBEMARLE, *ASHBURNHAM, 
HaxDwicke, Bs BOROUOn; the Lords 
SPENCER, 9 GRANTHAM, and 
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Vir IRS; Mr. Pier, Mr. J. Gre» 
vIL ILE, and Sir George SAVILE. * 
This union is to be conſidered as the 
* . of the oppoſition ; for until it 
took place, there cannot be faid to have 
been any regular and proper oppoſition - 
formed. And this public meeting, and 
the reſt which followed, of which there 
were ſeveral, conſiſting of the principals, 
were to aſſure their friends, and the pub- 
fic, that at length an unanimous and firm 
reſolution was taken, to attempt the de- 
liverance of the nation from — 
oppreſſion. 
When the news of this union ache 


the Favourite, he began to entertain 
thoughts of retiring. His elbow counſel - 


ler endeavoured to divide the oppoſition. 


By the aſſiſtance of other perſons, he 
tampered with one, cajoled with another; 


and, with one noble perſonage, he carried 


on a negotiation to nearly the time of his 
death, The Favourite judging of all the 
opponents, by ſome of the moſt worth 
leſs, which he had the happineſs to know, 


and thinking that their object was indu- 
bitably power, he made an attempt to 


draw 
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draw off the n few, by offering to 
make an opening for them to return to 
the adminiſtration. But they ſpurned, 
with a ſpirit of indignation, the inſult 
offered to their integrity; and refuſed, 
with a firmneſs that was worthy of being 
an example to others, to deſert their 
friends, and betray their country.” 


| c H 1 
The Favourites loan. The North Briton's 
account of it. Mr. Legge's opinion of it. 
| T HE Favourite's public adminiſtra- 
tion is diſtinguiſhed by only two 
tranſactions more: one is, Bᷣis moſt ſcan- 
dalous.and unjuſtifiable profuſion in ne- 
ee ee loan of 3, 500,000 l. for 
1763; and the other, the'wanton and un- 
neceſſary extenſion of the Exciſe Laws, in 
laying a new tax upon cyder and perry. 
© The North Briton, whoſe ſpirited 
. writings kept the Favourite in perpetual 


alarm, has ſtated the firſt-in a manner 
too true, and the whole i is too remark- 
able to be omitted here. 
The terms of the new ſubſcription 
1 have been ſo injurious to the publie, but 
ſo 
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ſo beneficial to the fubſeribers, that is, 
to the creatures of the miniſter; that there 
was immediately an advance of ſeven per 
cent. and in a very few days of above 
eleven per cent. I ſhall, however, only 


per cent. that I may not rr the chan 
cellor of the exchequer. The whole loan 
amounted to 3, 500,0001. conſequently, 
in a. period of a very few days, the mini- 
ſter gave among his creatures, and the 
tools of his power, 3 50,0001. which was 


levied on the public; the moſt e enormous 


ſum ever divided in fo ſhort a time amon 


any ſet of men. A few of their names 


will mention, to ſhew 1 in what eſtimation 
they are held by the public : Meſſieurs 
Touchet, Glover, Cuſt (brother to the 


able and impartial Speaker) Amyand, 


Mayg ens, Salvador, Colebrooke, Thorn- 
ton and Muilman, had each 200,000]. of 
the new ſubſcription, and, of courſe, al- 
moſt immediately cleared 20,000 each, 
which they have, or have not, ſhared | 
among. their friends. In this inſtance, 


Kane I dare fag, the public will EX" 


 perience 


's 
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perience no ſtoppage of payment. Soch 
bargains, are more likely to bring a na- 
tion, than the proprietors themſelves, to 
bankruptcy. In a lugrative miniſterial 
job of any kind, it was impoſſible the 
name of Mr. Fox could be omitted. He 
had 109,0001. that is, 10, oool. clear 
profit. What the jackall had, I-know: 
not; but Mr. Calcraft (not in Mr. Fox's 
name) had upwards of 70, ooo l. that is 
the gift of 70001. Mr. Drummond, a. 
Scottiſh banker (to whom his country 
. while his ſhop continued open, I 
had ſuch obligations in 1745) was grati- 
fied with 7a, ooo l. or, in other words, 
had yal. given him. I hope that this 
douceur is really meant for Mr. Drum 
mond, and not the miniſter's poor, dif= 
treſſed couſin, and nameſake, at Rome. 
The Governors of the Bank, Robert 
Marſh, Eſq; had 1 5, oool. to keep the 
gentlemen there in good humour; and to 
preſerve his own good humour, 50,0001. - 
Lewis Way, Eſq; Sub-governor of the 
South-ſea, had the ſame ſum, for the 
dans See duch douceurs were given 
' G 4 to 
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to ſuch perſons, when gentlemen of the 
firſt monied property in the kingdom, 
who had ſubſcribed the largeſt ſums in all 
the exigencies of government; during the 
two laſt wars, and who were of known 1 
affection to the Brunſwick line, were re- 
fuſed any ſhare; and the reaſon given to 
ſome, was, you are no friends of the miniſter. 
il „This enormous ſum of 4 50,0001.” 
ought to have been ſaved to the public. 
It undoubtedly might have been, if a 
fair bargain had been made by honeſt 
and intelligent ſtewards of the public, 
free from any diſpoſition, or at leaſt an 
refolution, to buy friends in fo ſhameful 
a way with the nation's money. The ſum 
is very near one ſhilling in the pound of 
the land-tax, which the zealous, fond, 
believing, obſequious, confiding, ſup- 
porting, acquieſcing, bearing and for- 
bearing country gentlemen ought, among 
their ſtipulations with the miniſter, to 
have ſaved the nation. The public would 
then have had one obligation to their mi- 
niſterial zeal, and ſome amends made for 


their ſcandalous proſtitution. Had there 
been 


(97) 


been the leaſt attention to economy, we 
ſee this ſaving might have been made. If 
the ſhilling in the pound had not been 
taken off the land, the odious tax on eyder, 
in its preſent oppreſſive mode, would have 
been totally unneceſſary; but the exciſe 
laws ſeem to be the favourite laws of the 
new miniſter, and his chancellor of the 
Exchequer declared with a perſpicuity, of 
which only that one head is capable, hat 
he war not for an EXTENS10N of the Exciſe'- 
laws, but for an ENLARGEMENT of them. 
If there can be any meaning couched in 
ſuch barbariſm, it ſhould ſeem that the 
hydra of Exciſe is now to reach where its 
cruel fangs never did before. After the 
monſter of Exciſe had been ſo long kept 
tame, this chancellor of the Exchequer, 

Iſhould imagine, is ordered to enlarge his 
claws, and then another is to come to ex- 
tend his accurſed dominion tlirough the 
land. Vet (not to deviate from his happy 
patavinity } all the whole total is any thing 
for peace and quittneſs ſake ; and at this 


time we muſt be content to take the 
ing rough as it runs. 
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I defire likewiſe to ſtate the caſe of 
the lotteries, and of the groſs impoſitions 
on the public, by that part of the late 


bargain. Lotteries have always been ob: 


jected to, as promoting the ſpirit of gamy 
ing, ſo peculiarly pernicious to a com- 
mercial country. The neceſſities of go- 
vernment, during the two late Wars, 
forced this meaſure : I mean ofa lottery; 
but this year, the year of peace, We are to 
have two lotteries. To make this ſcheme 
as chargeable as poſſible to the public: 
bs creative of more jobs, as well as longer 
to keep up the ſpirit of gaming, the two 
lotteries are to be drawn at two different 
times of the year. A miniſter who had 
really any love of cecdnomy, would have 
made the tickets duplicates of each other, 
and have faved one half of the expence to 
the public. The Earl of Bux chuſes 


to parade about economy, at the very 
time he is practiſing the moſt unjuftifiable 


profuſion. In former years the intereſt 
on the lottery annuities commenced a 
year after the bringing in the ſcheme; 
and was only three per cent, In this fru 
gal 


1 

_ palScottiſh adminiſtration, it commences- 
almoſt with the firſt payment, and is four 
per cent. ' I muſt obſerve how very un- 
neceſſarily, and even wantonly, this was 
done; for experience convinces us how 
little attention is paid, by the purchaſers 
of lottery tickets, to 700 rate of intereſt 
n on them. 

„ The creditors of the „ble for 
navy, tranſport, victualling, and ord- 
nance ſervices; have at leaſt as much me- 
rit with the nation (whom they truſted 
without the ſecurity of a fund, and in 
dangerous times) and as ſtrict a right to 
juſtice, as the new creditors of this loan 
advanced in tliè days of peace. To the 
former the mifliſtet has thought it Juſt 
to give a bare four per cent. redeemable ' 
at pleaſure, to &dththence from next Lady- 
day. To the meritorious ſubſeribers to the 
loan, intereſt commences upon the whole 


from the firſt payment, together with two 2 


lottery tickets for every 1001. 

An open ſubſcription has ever been 
deemed the faireſt and moſt economical 
method of borrowing money for the pub- 
5 | lic. 
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lic. In times of war and public diſtreſs, 
government, for greater ſecurity, has been 

obliged to have recourſe to the: other 
more confined mode, though ſubje& to 
pattiality, job, and influence. In theſe 
days of peace and affluence, is there a 
man who doubts that an open ſubſcription 
would have been filled as ſoon as made 
Public, even with an overflowing of mil- 
Hons ? But in this caſe the hungry har- 
pies of the miniſter had not feaſted on 
the vitals of their country“. 

To the opinion of the North Briton 
we will add that of Mr. LEGOGE, decla- 
red immediately upon the firſt appear- 
ance of this infamous tranſaction. He 
faid, That, as to the bargain, he 
thought it a bad one; for that the 
cc Treaſury themſelves, in the diſpoſition 
« they had made of the navy bills and 
« ordnance debentures, ſuppoſed the re- 
«« deemable four per cent. to be at par z. 
that the premium, therefore, upon 
«« this bargain, would be whatever the 
rage for play (when the gameſters 
a would think they were come for the 


« laſt 
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cc 


(101) 

«« laſt time to the table, and with a great 
«« deal of money in their pockets) ſnould 
i induce them to give for lottery tickets. 
This might go, eſpecially upon two 
4% lotteries, to two or three pounds, or 
more, per ticket; and then they would 
166 give four, five, or fix per cent. pre- 
« mium, for raifing, at four per cent. 
« at par, which was enormous. | 
The next day he further remarked, 
„ That it was very poſſible, while 6 
«© material an alteration between the 
| .« preliminaries and the definitive treaty, - 
« as the Eaſt India article, was depend- 
« ing, it might make ſigning the de- 
« finitive treaty very doubtful, and con- 
% ſequently affect the ſtocks. But to 
% what purpoſe (he aſked) is the head 
of the treaſury of the cabinet council, 
and admitted to the knowledge of fo- 
«« reign affairs, but to form his domeſtic 
conduct upon that knowledge? and, 
therefore, Why was ſo improper a ſea 
«. ſor-pitched upon to make the loan?” 
This oceaſioned Mr. Fox to declare, 


5 + the 1 knew the definitive 
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4 for leave to toſs up for ten,” In anſwer 
to this, Mr. Lx GOR ſaid, That if the 
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4 treaty was ſigned at the time of Mak 
<< ing the loan; and, at the ſame time, 
« to expreſs his wonder at the folly of 

„ mankind, to give four or five pounds 


«<< treaſury knew of the definitive treatys 
« being ſigned, they were inexcuſable in 
« not having brought their loan to an 
t open ſubſcription, which was the only 


© ſure way to take a teſt of the temper 
« and folly of the market; and might, 
at ſuch a time, and for ſo ſmall min 
< vv been done wk SG 


CHAP. . 


The Race upon Cyder. Eil of Exciſe. 
Proceedings of the City of London: Of - 

Both Houſes of Parliament. Tampering 

with the City. A remarkable fal Nie de- 

1 tected. Ineffeual oppoſition. | 


HE experience of Cooniens times. 
A: fhews, that the Exciſe laws origi- 
art every extenſion of them after- 
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(ws). | 
poſition from the people of England | 
and have, ſometimes, occaſioned. the ruin 
of "thoſe: Stateſmen who have either in- 
troduced, or attempted to introduce 


them: therefore, it is not a little ſur- 
prizing, that a miniſter ſo exceedingly 
unpopular: as the Favourite was, ſhould . 
have the temerity to hazard a meaſure fo 
extremely oppoſite to the genius of the 
whole Engliſh nation, and to the true 
ſpirit of the old Engliſh conſtitution: all 
which he could not but know, and, as 
à firſt miniſter, ought to have been well 
acquainted with: for a great miniſter 
(ſuch as the Favourite was pretended to 
be) will always conſider the temper of 


the people, and ſet the example of former 


_ tines before him, previous to his taking 
any ſtep which can be ſaid to be in imi- | 
tation of them. But whatever were his 
motives, certain it is, that finding tlie 
public odium increaſe on all ſides againſt 
him, ſome of his friends declared, while 
this bill Was in agitation, that as ſoon à8 
it ſHould be paſſed, he would relinquiſh i 
His public character of miniſter.—— Per- 
7 | _ haps 
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haps the beſt vindication of him in this 
meaſure, is, that he was determined to 
finiſh his adminiſtration as he had begun 
it; that is, like a true Stuart; for the 


Exciſe was the darling of the Stuarts: 
they imported, nurſed, and adopted, this 
Favourite Son of | Tyranny ; and it is to 
them we are beholden for the ravages 
which this deſtructive monſter bas are d 

of our Liberties. 

A ſhort hiſtory of the Exciſe may not 
bei improper in this place, which, on ma- 
ny accounts is intereſting, and from whick - 
even miniſters may draw an uſeful leſſon. 
The Exciſe was a project ſent from Italy 
to King James, in the year 1618, as a 
compleat plan of revenue and power. He 
adopted it; but on propoſing it to his 
Privy Council, was diſſuaded from it. 
His ſucceſſor, Charles I. took it up in the 

Vvear 1628, and iſſued a commiſſion of 
Exciſe, accompanied with a ſecret levy uf 
troops abroad, to ſecure its ſucceſs; but it 
was diſcovered by Parliament, oppoſed, and 
q after ſome ſtruggle, in which the Parlia- 
ment voted all thoſe who were friends to 


r 

that Exciſe, “ Enemies to the State, and 
n true Engliſhmen.” de King, was | 
forced to give it up; and they ſoon after 
impeach'd. the Duke of Bucxinanam 
a Exciſing them. After the troubles be- 


an, the Parliament itſelf eſtabliſhed an 
iſe by law in 1643. It made the 
people uncaſy, ſothat Parliament promiſed 
by the Judges on their Circuits, in 1645, 
that it ſhould be taken off as ſoon ag 
the urgeney of the war was over. Soon 
after the court of wards and liveries was 
d, and the Exciſe was likewiſe 
reſtrained to Victuallers. Some attempts 
Mere made in the Protectorate to extend 
and, perpetuate the Exciſe, but they came 
2 nothing. At the Reſtoration in 1660, 
it was propoſed to give the Crown the 
Exciſe, refrained to Viuallers, in lieu of 
Wards and liveries, and knight ſervice. 
This, however, was much. oppoſed; and 
dt y as propoſed: rather to fix and regulate 
the old powers of that feudal Court; 
; but the Court had a mind to the Ex- 
Hie and carried it, __ reſtrained, but 
AA 1 
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by ws, Lis, 19 to 151. In the ebiiife 
of chi bill, an artful attempt was thafls 
td etrid tue Bxtife to privite betftz 
under che e 
on the makers ef cyder aha Perry 3 5. 
the Pürliament pefcervel the ſhare, and; 
on the qurſtion, TejeReU" the ptbpius 
_ confined to Traders and Viltualfers, / Sit 
Robert W alpole's extenſion of it to 
Cuſtoms, was oppoſed as a precedent that 
might bring it to private Heuſes- Ur 
Robert propoſed, as a rẽmèdy, to tepubith 
the powers of Exciſe, by an appel; Pot 
this did not fatisfy, and Raving centelg d 
the grievance by propofitig a Oy 
(the oppoſite party too being ſtromg) ii 
was forced to drop it; and thus it tort» 
"tinned till the preſent ſcheme. This was 
firſt brought in as a ſcheme of ſupply, 
without extending the Exciſe, cn] 
the duty, which was much heuvier than 
what was afterwards fixed-by the act, th 


the Viualler. This the cou ry pens . 
rt ſeemtitig 


men did notreliſh, and the cou 


t 1 t 


ad 1 Y * the mode, 
2 25 o 5 ag Bae, 


* N. Os 85 


t to re 
5 they x it, 


in earneſt, o 21 
One thin e Wu de inp 
edged, that the bill vas hurried the rough 


{tt "Houſes with ſuch remarkable and 


Fx 5a 7019 


- Cingular difpatch, chat were was noe ths 


for the ſufferers to. petition and remon- 


mite aggiaſt it. Bur the city of London 


| ome een in the Guildhall, and | 


bs "commendatians, unanim 
mined to preſent petitions to che three 


in a ſpirit of liberty deferving the high- 
ouſly deter- 


branches of the legiſlature, againſt 2 bill 


which they could not but conſider as an 


inwaſion of the natural. rights and privi- 
hl of ein fellow, e "The: yoo 


* The * plan, was ten ils on the 75 


22 then on the fir? buyer, and next four 


lings on the grower; and this laſt was only ich 


: bu > — the * * 


* m N 


W H 2 | * alogs 


108 


boy 
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Sea ings f I 0 ity adage? Wl tl 
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then 
e f Chro the b dil ws 
ſharply — (oe and there were "no lefs 


than ſix diviſions 12 it. "However, all 


proved ineffectual. he bill 3 was ſent up 'to 


the Lords, 'The gay "of the ſecond reading, 
tha prefer fem iche city. of. London was 


reſe 
Bas 214: £7197 £94: 11 1 pr 41 110900 


* dps of Common Council; held in Guildhall on 
Tueſday. the ds of 741 March, 1 763, the fallowing 
* e. Lord —— and 
7 5 cl London, to ther ejenta- 
7 pe —— 40,5 original bill Lover * "0 
* 2 Cyder, &c. was agreed to 
H 18 court cannot forbear expreſſing to you ta Tow 
wel i urpriſe at the precipitate progreſs which 
made in a new attempt towards a General — 5 
5 The n of Exciſe law into private 
Mia e ſubject is made liable to a frequent a 
viſitation of offiters, and the judicial deter- 
N of commiſſioners,remoyable at pleaſure, is 
inconſiſtent with thoſe principles of liberty, which 
have Hitherto LT this nation from * | 
governments. ,_\_- 
2 Tee attack upon'the "liberty of the ſubje@; 300 
ſo immediately after a "glorious and ſucceſsful war, 
and ar 4 K hs when we had juſt reaſon to expect to 
enjoy "th Ny: 1 \ clings of f PEAce, Wann ee 4a] 
| artent OI en 90g 
We Ra this Court doch -remmurkey diet whater 
may be the neceſſity of the times, ebe ſmallneſs of 
the ſum indicates that cannot be the only motive to 


o inary a meaſyre] { 
| «. For 
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„ by Lord TEM TR. At 
the ſame time the Favourite was told, by 
his friend Sir Jon PaiLLtaies, who faid 


he had been informed by Sir Ricnaxp 
* YNN, that there was another petition 
ready 


4 For theſe reaſons, this court d6th moſt earneſtly 
recommend your conſtant attendance. in parliament, 
and utmoſt endeavours to oppoſe every enlargement, 

"and extenſion of the powers of Exciſe,” ani that you 
do not conceal from the publie any ſuch attempt, 
nor ſuffer, yourſelves to be amuſed by any plauſible 
alteration in — bill, ſu being the. makers of cyder 
1 perry to Exciſe laws.” 

After which, a motion was made, and the queſtion 
but, That it is the opinion of this court, that a peti- 
tion be prepared to the honourable Houſe of m- 
(mens, againſt ſo much of a bill now depending in 
that honourable Houſe, for granting to his Majeſty 
an additional Ag on Wine, eyder and perry, as 
relates to the ſobjecting the makers of cyger "2nd 
perry to the Exciſe. laws. The: ſame was unani- 

eee in the affirmative. . ] 

-» © Whereupon this court doth nominate and ſe 


dee e e . d BNE N., 
. Sir Thomas Rawlinſon, Sir John Cartwright, 
"Sir" William Stephenſon, Samuel Turner, I N 


N N M ON E R 8, 
Me Deputy Francis Ellis, Mr. Samuel F 8 
| x eB Rob. 8 Mr. Deputy Io. Morrey, 
Coorg e Bellas, Egg Mr. Arthur Beardmore, 
E enry Major, Mr. John Newcombe, 
if _ be. a committee. to prepare the ſaid petition, who . 
i e ne returned, and er "OO 
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2 to de preſeted W te King Wound ; 
Me quick by a reſHativyy td wr 


5 voice or N to the throne withode 
his pm ay, eee gs; n Sir Jon 


(3 * | 
2 780 Pulr = 


| ane ths fans was untimouly re | 
. . pe words: WAA 0 


To the Et Eaſe hoon bh 
£4.44 YO 
The homble petition ef SAIL Mayor, mene 


and Commons 2 of Lotto, i in Comma 
— * 


1 ESR bebe oblerved, 
votes of 5 honourable hoaſe, that a din is 
an pddirional 


depending | for granting to his db . 96r 


duty on wine, eyder a 
petitioners have been f. fuss, e the makers . 
of cyder and pefty to the laws of Ereife. 
at your petitioners, with the deepeſt conrerh, 
cannot help conſidering this unexpected proceeting'as 
reparatory to a 197 extenſion vf thoſe grievous 
ws ; for when orders of men, | by /fituation and 
| | profeſſion: diſtin from traders, are rendered vbjefts - 
1 of the Exciſe ws, the precedent.is formidable, .npt 
to commerce only, but hath a fatal tendency, which 15 
your petitioners tremble to think of. 
| Thar as every attempt to ee the domiufdn of $ 
the Exciſe muſt awake your petitioners fears, it WII 
al ſo juſtify their dutiful repreſentations to this honogr- | 
Able Rouſe 4. guardians of liberty, 


That after all the burdeiis e lers 6 bord, an 


- 


by the 
* 


ede Hardſhips ſo patiently endured, and all the bet 
fo * (pult 1 in os vt the = juſt, 3 and 
| ſucceſsful 
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Au liestg Ache the 990 prolemer 5 
5 | the cit Re en. Fa pere at that 
une in by, th at if t ol ne 
ere + Kings 10 *. Tow 


8 gar; IJ 
17 5 n x em ao among | th | 


t tha: 1 — 5 Ech en 


r and perry to the powers of excile, may 'not 
IO | 


une Patties halle 00h. 


. This — 2 not having the deſired effect, a 

court of Common-council was held on Monday the 
28th:of Words 1793» 995 15 motion. was ; made 

= unanimouſly agregd * 1 25 75 
o, preſent zn le petition £ 

ran e legiſlature; 2% hum whom the bi 

err hon: the makers of cyder and perry | to exciſe 25 


7 — r mho.bed drawn, up 
the ae glaaition. were appointed to he "of rk. 
tee to prepare two more, one to the * 
and the other to his Majeſty.; except 
Aunt, and Mr. Deputy 
the Tom of Mr. 9 


AD. n e 8 
3 the — a petition to the right hor 
nourable the Houſe of Lords (which was ip the ſame 


words as the petition to the Houſe of Commons) and 
85 ſaine | was ee _—_ to. N alſo pre- 
re de ſeated. 
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mate, and Mir, R 
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promiſe, that the act ſhould'be repeat 
next year. Upon which one of the Com- 
mittee ſajd, Who can undertake for L. Bs 
being Miniſter next year ;' or for his has 
ving the ſame influence then, as row? 


Therefore they inſtantly. deſpiſed ſuch a 
wretched and invidious attempt, todiſſuade 
them from their ſteady and laudable pur - 
poſe, ung declared, they WON not truſt to 
I. B 


ſented a draught of a * to the King's moſt 
N majeſty, which was WP. to in che 4 
words: 


" "TY the KIN G's moſt excellent Majeſy.” 
The bumble petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldei 
and Commons of the city of London, in Obnini 

Council aſſembled, ä Vl 


Moſt bumbly ſheweth, n 
"THAT 1 your petitioners are fully: convinced, al 
the collecting the duties intended to be laid upon the 
makers of cyder and perry, by way of Exciſe, is not, 
nor can, in many inſtances, be ſo regulated, but 
that it will occaſion numberleſs difficulties and queſ- 
tions. 
That FE method of trial and deciſion of Excils 
diſputes are founded only in neceſſity, being in. their 
nature arbitrary and inconſiſtent with the principles 
2 liberty, and the happy conſtitution of your Me 
Jelly government. 
hat the expoſing - private bouſes to be eas : 
| into; - -and ſearched at pleaſure, by perſons unknown, 
will be a badge of ſlavery upon your people. FS 
t 


'S 


| "04 i 7 Fs 

L. Bis promiſe; and firmly aſſured him 
of their fixed intention to adhere to their 
reſolugion if the bill ſhould paſs. In the 
evening a card from Mr. JENKINSON, at 
that time L. B's Secretary, was brought 
to Sir Jamss Hopes, Town-Clerk of 
the city, defiring him to come next morn- 


ing to L. B's in South Audley-ſtreet. Sir 


Jams obeyed t the meſſage, and was in- 
a, 


That your Petitioners, firmly conſiding in your 
Majeſty's gracious favour, and filled with a moſt 
humble and grateful ſenſe of your paternal affection 
for your people, moſt humbly beſeech your Majolly 
to protect their liberty, and to keep them happ Mer 
at eaſe, free from the apprehenſion of being diſturbed 
in their property; by which your Majeſty will erec̃t 
2 laſting monument of your goodneſs in "ay houſe 
in the Kingdom. 

Your petitioners therefore moſt bumbly implore 
your Majeſty, that you will not give your royal aſſent 
do ſo — of the bill, as ſubjects the makers of cyder 
and perry to Exciſe laws. - 
| And your Petitioners fall; ever prog. 


This laſt petition was complained of, as unconſti- 
tutional; and in ſome meaſure it certainly was, for it 
ſolicited the King to withhold his conſent to only a 
part of the bill, which he could by no means do; for 
he is not inveſted, by the conſtitution, with any 

wer to make the leaſt alteration in either public or 
private bills; he muſt either paſs or n wholly 
a5 they ate laid before him, 
3 troduced 


© 
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* the Miniſter by f his Secretary. 
The Miniſter defired he would go and ac- 
quaint the geptlemen of the committee, 
that if the petition to the King Was not 
preſented, he would promiſe to get the act 
repealed next ſeſſion. Sir JaMEs imme- 
diately went to ſeveral of the gentlemen, 
and collected as many as he tqulg to his 
office in Guildhall; where he told them 
what had paſſed between the Miniſter 
and himſelf: but they deſpiſed and laugh- bs 
ed at the tale, affyring him it was only a 
repetition of what had been ſaid to them 
the day before. A fhort time after Lord 
TEMPLE happened to take notice of theſe 
ſecret and ſcandalous tamperings with the 
city. Upon which, the Favourite got up 
and aſſuxed bis auditors, upon his honour, 
that he had never promiſed directly, nar 
indirectly, his endeavours to procure a 
repeal of the eyder act, if the city of 
London would withdraw their petition to 
the King againſt paſſing it; and that the 
whole of ſuch report was a factious lie. 
This aſſertion was conſidered as going ſo 
very ſtrong againſt Sir Jauzs Hope 8, 
I | that 


( 115 ) 
that doubts began to ariſe whether he had 


not been too vfficzoxs in his late conference 
with the Miniſter; and a court. of Com- 


mon-council was called to make en- 
quiry into his conduRt, At this enquiry, 
which was upon oath, the above facts ap- 
peared to the entire ſatisfaction ef all pre- 
ſent ; Wen clearly ſnewed why « was the 
liar. 

In the Houſe of Lords, alſo te bill un- 
det went a very ſevere animadverfion, On 
the ſecond reading the — e 
was entered. 

Di Lune 28 Marti, 176 3. | 
y THE order of the day being read for 

dndentcrading ofidee bil, intituled, 
An act for granting to his Majeſty ſeveral 
additional duties upon wines imported 
into this kingdom, and certain duties on 
All cyder and perry; and for raiſing the 
ſam of three millions five hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, by way of annuities and 
lotterics, to be charged on the ſaid duties; 
The ſaid bill was ee read a * 


cn time, 


( 216 ) 
The ſame was objected to. 
After a long debate pos 5 e 
The queſtion was put, EROS this 
-bill ſhall be comminted ? 0 
It was reſolved in the affirmative. 1 
Contents, * 
Proxies, 
Not Contents, 
Proxies, 

Diſſentient: l 

iſt. Becauſe we conceive there would 


have accrued leſs detriment to the public 


by rejecting this bill, than by agteeing to 


it; ſince it would have been eaſy, had the 
bill been rejected, to have provided the 
neceſſary ſupplies by ſome other ways ad 


means leſs dangerous to the public Li- 


berty than the extenſion of the laws of 
Exciſe, over new orders of men, who; by 
mere ignorance and inadvertency, may be 
ſubjected to the ſevereſt penalties for things 
done in the common, ordinary, and ne- 


ceſſary management of their farms. 
| adiy. Becauſe blending diſtinct matters 
in the ſame money- bill, lays this Houſe 


under the utmoſt . difficulties ; ſince the 
alteration made by this Houſe, to any 


parts 


6: A 17 ) 
1 ſuch bill, may be an unavoidable 
obſtruRioa to other parts of it, leſs liable 
to objection, and requiring greater expe- 
dition and diſpatch: and we conceive, that 
to tack unto ſuch a bill, matters, which, 
for many reafons, ought to be kept ſepa- 
rate and diſtinct, 1s deſtructive of all free- 
dom of debate and all due deliberation, 
unparliamentary, highly derogatory to the 
privilege of the Peers, and may be of 
dangerous conſequence to the tl pe 
of the crcoẽ-m. 
zaly. Becauſe we bend that, much 
parts of the ſaid bill as extend the laws 
of Exciſe over the makers of cyder and 
porry are not only injurious to the Liber- 
ties of the ſubject, but particularly offen- 
ſive to the dignity and privilege of the 
Peers; fince their houſes may be viſited 
and ſearched, and they themſelves may 
incur: the penaltics of this bill, to be le- 
vied upon them by Juſtices of the Peace, 
and Commiſſioners of the Exciſe: we are 
therefore doubly called upon to diſſent 
from the paſſing of this bill, by a due and 
. juſt ſenſe of the — and privilege of 
, 4 
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He Peerage, and by. a tender tegerd to the 
liberties and properties of the people, of 
which this Houſe hath been always ef- 
reemed the hereditary and Low conn __ 
dians. 1 55 
4thly. Becauſe "FOG we en 
great number of families, over whom and 
their poſterities the laws of Exciſe are ex- 
tended by this bill, che incapacity of far - 
mers to comply with it, not only in reſpect 
to their ignorance, but to the nature af 
their buſineſs ; the heavy penaltics impoſed 
for invohantary offences; the ſummary and 
arbitrary method of trying anddete 
thoſe offences, and of levying thoſe penal 
ties; the great and expenſive increaſe af 
officers to be employed in oollecting an 
inconfiderable and very uncertain revenues 
and the influence of thoſe officers, which, 
in critical times, may be employed to'the 
worſt of purpoſes; we cannot but be moſt 
ſeriouſly alarmed at a ftretch of power, ſo 
— ſo nn. and 2 
Oxford and Martimer, | 23 
| Willoughby de Broke.) | 
- — _— 
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On dle third reafithg, which was only 
two days ufterwards, there was atother 
n and a fect proteſt, the foltow- 
id) ere the Lotds * Minority: 
ukes of Grafton, Boſten, Devonſhice, 
Nepecaſtle and Portland. 

"Marquis of Rockinghaam. 

_ *Farts bf Suffolk, Plymouth, Orbe. 
Ferrer, Dartmouth, Briſtol, Aſhburnbiam, 
Temple, Cornwallis, Hardwieke, and 
Fauconberg. 
Viſcounts Ae Folkeſtone, ns 

Spencer. 

Lords Abiedpardnby; Willoughby is 
Broke Ward, Foley, Ducie, Monſon, Forte- 
ſeue, Archer, Ponſonby, Walpole, Lyt- 
telton, Sonds, Grantham, and Groſvenor, 
- Biſhops of Ely, Hereford, Worceſter, 
Lichfield, Norwich, Lincoln, Chicheſter 
Se. Aſaph, and Oxford. 

And the Ag proteſt was x enterod: 

- Difſentient. . 

an Decade by this bil our St 
ſubjects, who from the growth of their 
own orchards make cyder and perry, are 


EN the moſt grievous mode of 
| uy Exciſe 3 


— 
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Exciſe ; herehy privats houſes of Peers, 
gentlemen, - frecholders, and farmers, are 
at 

pleaſure. 'We deem this to be not only 
an intolerable oppreſſion, affeRing g private 
property, and deſtructiye of the peace and 
quiet of private families; ; but, to uſe the 
words of one of the fiſt gracious acts of 
liberty, paſſed by our gracious deliverer, 
King William the third, repealing the 
hearth | money, « 4 badge of. ſlavery. I 
- 2dly. Becauſe we think we owe it topur 
countrymen, who have ſo chearfully ſuh⸗ 
' mitted to the great load, of taxes, which 
have been found neceſſary, in ſupport fx 
juſt, proſperous, and glorious war; by 
every means in our power to mark ous 
high diſapprobation of the termg upon 
which three millions five hundred thous 
ſand pounds have been borrowed, om this 
loan, without any material alteration 
ſince in the ſtate of the public cre- 
dit; an enormous profit of above 
three hundred and fifty thouſand 


pounds i is already made by ſuch perſons as 
have been favoured with ſhares in this pri- 


vate 


Ti 121 i) 

Vite ſubſer ption. We apprehend that, 
in time of peace, an open ſubſeription had 
not only been the faireſt, but the Ss 
method of bortowing any ſums, which 
the neceſſities of the public might call for. 
It appears tous, by the votes of the Houſe 
of Commons, that on the Sth of this 
inſtant, March, this bargain was firſt. 
conſented to by them; whereby redeem- 
able annuity of four per cent. is given to 
certain perſons, who offered to advance 
this loan. No leſs than two Lotteties in 
one year, are now, for the firſt: time, 
without any urgent neceſſity, eſtabliſhed 
in the days of peace, to the no_ ſmall 
excitement of the pernicious ſpirit of 
gaming, which cannot be too much diſ- 
countenanced by every ſtate, governed by 
wiſdom, and a ſober regard to the morals 
of the people. Two lottery tickets, bear- 
ing four per cent. intereſt, from the 5th 
day of April, 17 63, are allowed, at ten 
pounds each, to every ſubſcriber of ei ighty 
pounds: whereas, intereſt at three per 
cent. and that to commence only in a fu- 
ture Near, hath been given upon former 
lotteries, 


lotteries, * the EM exigenzional 
the public; at a time too, when there was 
in contemplation a loſs of no leis than 
thirty per cent. upon every blank and every 
prize ; and when no leſs a ſums than twelve 
millions was borrowed: for the ſervice f 
the government. On the 8th of this in- 
tant, aforeſaid, and for ſeueral days pre- 
ceding, the general: price of ſtock was 
very much upon an equality with that 
which they bear at praſent; nor hath any 
conſiderable variation happened in the 
great three pet cent. and four per cent. 

annuity funds ſince that time. - The re» 
deemable annuity, excluſive of the proſit 
ſo certainly to be made upon the lattery 
tickets, ſells at a premium of two and a 
half per cent. and the aduantage made 
upon the whole loan, including that on 
the lottery tickets, is fram ten to eleven 
per cent. clear proſit;ʒ whereby an exor- 
bitant gain ariſes to nme Rs ex- 
Jy the public. 

For theſe cogent ane „ 
we have thought it incumbent upon us to 
withſtand, at the outlet,; ſuch alarming 
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edings ; fo repagnant to the princi- 
of economy, and to the ſpirit of li- 
berry} and by this folemn teſtimony to 
derlare, that we are determined, upon all 
6ccafions, to endeavour to protect, as far 
as im us lies, the meaneſt of our _ 
be front * of L kind. 
| | | Temple, 
VV Bolton, FA 
n e ne” TOY 
This was the firſt time the Lords were 
ever known to divide upon a money bill. 
The arguments made uſe of in ſupport 
of tlie bill were briefly theſe, That there 
Had been many years a conſiderable duty 
on malt, which had been lately encreaſed; 
that at the fame time the inhabitants of 
the cyder counties, and thofe WO had 
opportunities of buyſug immediately from 
the grower, drank cyder and perry as the 
| ſubſtitutes of malt liquor, without pay- 
ing any duty at all: and that there was a 
very high tax upon beer, and a very ſmall 
one upon eyder. This way of reaſoning 
was certainly captivating, becauſe a pro-—- 
pofat, for equality earries with it its on 
| Hm: — Son- 
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lotteries, dating the Beg exigencievel 
the public; at a time too, when there was 
in contemplation a loſs of no leis than 
thirty per cent. upon every blank and every 
| prize; and when no leſs a ſum than twelve 
millions was borrowed for the ſervice of 
the government. On the 8th of this in- 
tant, - aforeſaid; and for ſeveral days: pre- 
_ ceding, the general: price of ſtock was 
very much upon an equality with that 
which hes bear at-preſent;. nor hath any 
conſiderable variation happened in the 
great three per cent. and four per cent. 
annuity funds ſince that time. The ne» 
_deemable annuity, excluſive of the proſit 
ſo certainly to be made upon the lottery 
tickets, ſells at;a premium of two and a 
half per cent. and the aduantage made 
upon the whole loan, including that on 
the lottery tickets, is from ten to eleven 
per cent. clear profit; whereby an ex- 
bitant gain ariſes to nne * en- 
pence of the public. 
For theſe cogent and ata. 
we have thought it incumbent. upon us to 
whhiand, at the outſet, ſuch alarming 
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edings;* ſo repagnant to the princi- 
Reer coOmy, and to the fpirit of li- 
berty; and by this folemn teſtimony to 
declare, that we are determined, upon all 
6ccafions,” to endeavour to proteQ, as far 
as in us lies, the meaneſt of our 2 
1 from N of N kind. 

" | Temple, 
| 8 Bolton, 
l 75 Forteſcue. 
5 Thisw was b f gut time the Lords were 
ever known to'divideupon a money bill. 

The arguments made uſe of in ſupport 
of the bill were briefly theſe, That there 
Had bern many years a conſiderable duty 
on malt, which had been lately encreaſed; 
that at the fame time the inhabitants of 
the cyder counties; and thoſe W¹O had 
opportunities of buying immediately from 
the grower, drank cyder and perry as = | 
ſußſtitutes of malt liquor, without p 
ing any duty at all: and dar ere e a 
very high tax upon beer, and'a very ſmall 
one upon eyder. This way of reaſoning 
Was certainly captivating, becauſe a pro—- 
N for equality earries with it its on 

| Bn a recom- 
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recommendation. It was acknowledged, 
| that the Exciſe was a grievous mode of 
taxation, but it was affirmed to be the beſt 
for the revenue for many obvious reaſons: 
and that theother branches of Exciſe were 
far more grievous. And, in particular, 
a kind of parallel was drawn. between. 
the Cyder-maker, the Hop-grower, and 
Maltſter: The firſt had a liberty of 
compounding for two ſhillings an head; 
after which neither his houſe-nor even or- 
chard could-be entered by any officer, ex- 
cept as any other private houſe in the 
kingdom may, by oath of a ſuſpicion of 
ſmuggled goods. The Compounder too 
had a right to ſell cyder, upon ſending 
for an officer to gauge what he wanted to 
diſpoſe of; and ſuch an officer durſt not 
enter any place but wherehe was directed, 
being obliged to gauge it at his ſtreet- 
door if the Compounder ordered him. 
How different is the caſe with the Hop- 
grower and Maltſter! They are both ex- 
poſed to a ſurvey: The former, whether. 
he ſells or not; ang the latter is not al- 
lowed to ſell, even though he compounds, 
without 


r 
hho entering himſelf as a dealer. The | 
Grower of Hops has often his very bed- 
chamber viſited by an Exciſeman ; for the 
poorer ſort of farmers are obliged to dry 
and weigh their hops in their own houſes. 
Another advantage which the Maker of 

©Cyder enjoyed, was, that he might, if he 
thought proper, only enter himſelf while 
his cyder was making, and have had the 
whole quantity charged with the duty; 
after which he might have withdrawn his 
entry, and the officer could have had no 
Further right to come near him, till he 
. renewed it the-following year:” 
Theſe arguments prevailed, wad the bill | 
received the royal aſſent. Without doors 
ſome of the beſt advocates of the admi- 
niſtration, confeſſed the act to have been 
precipitate and impolitic. Pretty heavy 
charges againſta tax, Which ought to have 
been contrived with deliberation and  w1ſ= 
dom Certain it is, that the. diſcontents 
which it produced in the cyder counties, 
ſeemed to threaten the internal peace of 
thoſe parts; and government was ſo ſe- 


riouſly. alarmed by the probability of po- 
Tate I 3 pular 


N 
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* tumults, that they immediately or- 
dered ſeveral bodies of troaps to march 
towards the different ſcones of expected 
diſturbance, and there 'to farm a line. of 
ſome hundred miles in length, in order to 
prevent any breaches of the peace, and to 


enforce the execution of this ea 
tional law. 5 


\ 


CHAP. xt. 


7 be Earl of Bute beer #0 reſign. Aron 
attempts to divide the Oppoſition; 
- foiled. Promiſes never more to interfore 
in Public Affairs. Provides for his re- 
lation. Refigns; andretires, The Lords 
Le Deſpencer and Holland created. Re- 
marks on Lord Bute's difintereledneſe: 
H E ferment which | the new Ex- | 
| ciſe law occaſioned among the peo- 
ple, added to that which had already been 
* a the other meaſures of the Mi- 
apparently endangered his ſitu- 
rn that he ptudentiy reſolved to retire 
from the ſtorm, which indeed ſeemed to 
be gathering thick over his head, and to 
threaten 
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threaten his deſtruction. He found al- 
moſt the whole En glich nation ſo incen- 
. ſed againſt him, 8 in all probability, he 
-confidered it much better to refign, than, 
by a continuance in office, to perſevere in 
. provoking the reſentment of the people, . 
. whoſe indignation he had already experi- 
- enced* 5] and whoſe; rage. might, one day 
or other, proye fatal to him. However, 
it mult be acknowledged, that the public 
hatred was in ſome meaſure incited, and 
. to a very great degree inoreaſed, by the 
| political writings againſt him: particularly 
and principally, by the paper called he 
North Brizon, which for four and forty 
| weeks ſo cloſely purſued and perſecuted 
him, that it may, with. the ſtricteſt juſ- 
tice, be ld. he fell a ſacrifice to the in- 


x04 * He received; two iarkatle n of this 3 3 
the firſt was as he was going to the Lord Mayor of 
London's entertainment at the Guildhall, when, al- 

though he was eſcorted by a number of Prize-fight- 
ers, yet he was attacked by the populace, his guard 
put to flight, his carriage broke, and bimfelf very 
partowly' eſcaped the ftroke of a club: the other 
was, as he was going to the Faria Houſe, when 
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trepidity, wit and, ſatire of that ingenious 
and public-ſpirited writer. "y 
As ſoon as the Exciſe law had received 
the Royal aſſent, the Miniſter began to 
make preparation for his reſignation. 
His firſt care was to provide ſucceſſors; 
and in this he attempted to imitate the 
conduct of Sir Robert Walpole, who, 
previous to his reſignation, had tampered 
with and found means to divide the op- 
poſition, and to compoſe an adminiſtration 


of only ſuch as he could truſt. . But the 
Earl of Bute did not find, among the 


leaders in the oppoſition in 1762, the 
ſame diſpoſſtion for places which Sir 


Robert had experienced among the fore- 


moſt of his antagoniſts in 1742. The 


former were thoſe who had abhorred 


that deſertion at the period of its appear- 
ance, and had too much honour to be 
guilty of that crime themſelves, which 
they had ſo ſeverely ſtigmatized in others. 
It is true, there were ſeveral perſons of 


high rank and great parliamentary intereſt - 
in the oppoſition in 1762, who would 
gladly have acceptedt the Favourite's offers; 


but 


28 
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but he rightly conſidered, that theſe, ab- 
ſtracted from their friends, were of no 
eſtimation with the public. Having 
therefore met with a refuſal from the men 
of conſequence, he, for a time at leaſt, 
caſt aſide all thoughts of the oppoſition, 
and determined to try another ſet ; which 
were no other than the principals of thoſo 
who had ſupported him in office.. Theſe 
he found were ready to advance to the in- 
tended vacancies, upon condition that, 
after.their appointment, he did not in any 
manner whatſoever, interfere in any of the 
departments of government. This he 
moſt ſolemnly promiſed to obſerve. Their 
motive in extotting that promiſe, was 
founded on a defire of eſtabliſhing an in- 
dependency, which they conſidered as 
abſolutely neceſſary, in order to give per- 
manency to their adminiſtration ; for they 
knew the fickleneſs and changeable diſpo- 
ſition of the Favourite, and that without 
ſuch an aſſertion, which was intended to 
denounce the truth of their ſtability, they 
ſhould be deſerted by a great part of their 
* ſtrength; and in order to 

make 
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Lord of the Seffions in Scotland, 700 I. a year. 
Bute, Commiffary of Minorca, 8001. A 1 be- 
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make this part of their foundation the 
more ſecure, they claimed the aſſiſtanct 


and ſupport of his friends in, Parliament 


who, upon that condition, were to re- 


main in their offices, or be removed to 


others, at leaſt as good. 'To all this he 
agreed; and when every thing had, to all 
appearance, been finally ſettled, he re- 
fighed on the Sch day of April, 17563, 
after a ſhort reign of only ten months 


and ten days *. Sir Francis Daſhwood, 
his Cluaceliac of the "I Was 


* A few * before bis W tie > following 
promotions were made: 


James Stuart Mackenzie, brother 'to Lord Bute; 
Keeper of the Privy Seal in Scotland, 3000 I. a 


car, 


Alexander Fraſer, Eſa; half brother to Lord Bute, 


CE e ol of Trade or Police in Scotland, 


I. a ye 
765i Robe ca 8 Bart. brother-in-law to Lord _ 
Bute, a Commiſſioner of Trade or Police in Scots 
Jand, 4091. a year. 
Jobn Campbell, Eſq; brother-in-law to Lord 
Bute, and Head of Stamps in Scotland, a 


Lord 


Courtnay, Eſq; brother-in-law: to 


_ apartments ſor a Deputy, .. - bu 
7 


% 
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created Lord Le Deſpenoer. His other 


friend, and moſt material aſſiſtant, Mc. 
himſelf, immediately after his refignation, 
be feigned ſickneſs, and ran away to Har- 
rowgate; but hen the feint of fickneſs 
was. detected and ridiculed, bis friends 
- then gave out, that he was brought in, 
ſorely againſt his inclination, only to 
make the peace, and having fully cm- 
pleted that great work, he retired, agree» 
able to his own original requeſt. Mr. 
Fox retired into France, and Lord Tal- 
[Lady Bean Ruven, fiſter to Lord Bute, had 3 
penſion ſettled upon her of 4001. a year ſoon after 
bie Majeſty'a acceſſion.] 1 
_ William Mure, Eſq; one of the Barons of the 
Exchequer in Scotland, appointed in 1761, (and In- 
ſpear of Lord Bute's Private Affairs in Scotland) 
. iver General of Jamaica, 600 1. a year, paid on 
the (exchange, with a reverſion to Robert Mure, 
his ſon. 224245 13 SET” 
Henry 2 Eſg; Member of Parliament 
the. Shire of Bute, and Deputy Privy Purſe to 
bis Majeſty, 2 penſion of 630 I. an the Iriſh Ella 
- bliſhmenmt, 8 | 2A; 32 Yeu , 
_ Jobn Home, Eſq; (formerly Rev. now Eſq;) 
author of the play of Douglas, for whicb his preſent 
Majeſty, when Prince of Wales, ſettled a penſion 


upon him, Confervator of Scotland, at Campvete, 
300 l. a year, without reſidence. 3 
S 
/ 


% 
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bot, who had been another of his duch 
adherents, retired into Wales; ſo that 
thete ſeemed to be a clear ſtage for the 
new Miniſters to enter upon. 


Among an infinite number of ies 
which were aſcribed to this North Britiſh 


Miniſter, his friends boaſted greatly 'of 


his diſintereſtedneſs, of his having diſ- 
dained 'to touch thoſe tempting . ſpoils 
which lay at his feet. Had they not been 
fo particular in their aſſertions of this 


falſity, it would not have deſerved a refu- 


tation; but ſince they laid their greateſt 
emphaſis upon it, a recapitulation of his 
rewards and his ſervices, may perhaps not 
be unworthy the reader's notice. We will 


begin with his rer becauſe he * 7 


with them. 


« He entered the Privy Council with a 
Prince. of the Blood : he was honoured I 
with the Garter in company with another 
Prince of the Blood: he obtained an. Eng- 
liſh Peerage for his family, and the ranger- 


ſhip of Richmond park for himſelf : he 


ſecured valuable things to his brother and 


others of his kindred & vide the preceding 


- | note); 
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note); and his friends acknowledged, 
that he provided for all his dependents. 


„ Theſe were his rewards ; now for 
his ſervices. He was profeſſedly the firſt or 


ſole Miniſter very little more than ten 
months. During which time he gave up 
to the enemy, the moſt valuable of our 
conqueſts for a Peace, which very wiſe 


men think little better than a truce; he 


revived national animoſities between the 


Engliſh and Scotch; he revived. party 


diſtinctions among the Engliſh ; he was 
the means of diſgracing the beſt of our 
Nobility, and of diſmiſſing the ableſt ſer- 


vants of the crown ; he ſtifled, by his con- 
duct, the acclamations due from the people 8 


to their King; weakened the crown, by 


diſpoſing of almoſt all the reverſionary 
patents; turned out, with inhumanity, the 
innocent dependents of former Miniſters; 


increaſed the peerage, beyond the example 


of any of his predeceſſors; borrowed 
public money on exorbitant terms, and 


invented a new Exciſe. 


«« Theſe are his ſervices. Which dif- 
fer ſo totally. from thoſe of his cotempo- 


. raries, 
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raries, that we may conelude, from their 


rewards being leſs, that the rewatds and 


the ſervices of the North Briton, were not 
meant to bear 


any relation to eaeh other. 
We will therefore compate His rewards 
with rhoſe of a Miniſter, who/ was fop< 
poſed to be favoured by che crown, and 


| ved le faithfully Ave and enemy Years. 


Sir Rokr Waholss rewards. The Burlof Bute's nouns, 
An Engliſh Peerage after An E 9 peerage e. | 


His ſervices. © - Bis- 
Th Garter Park. | | Rickman Park. | 
| Phe . 5 
6 for bis Ample , prov for his 


| brother and immediate - aur] age and TE 
E | 2 PAS Ran 


80 There x was ſome link difference inthe 
brothers; Sir Robert's brother having 


been employed in public buſineſs from his 


earlieſt years; and Lord B's. brother, hav- 


ing been wholly unknown till within very 
few years paſt, 
hear no more of Lord Bute I ee 


33 


It is hoped we ſhall 


"CHAP. 


a} * e "The F t man 
.* Ber of the North Briton publiſhed. The 
Printers and. Publiſhers apprehended by 
4 general warrant. Mr. Wilkes appre- 
— Hie houſe entered: his papers 
fired. He it carried by winlenre before 
tbe Secretaries-'of State. Committed a 
cloſe prifoner to the Tower. The writ gf 
' "Habeas Corpus evaded. Diſcharged by ; 
the Court of Common Pleas. The K 
5 that Court. _ ** 


Fes dye ifter band Cant gna- 
tion, the Right Hon. Mr. — 
nr was appointed Firſt Lord of 
the Treafury and Chancellor of the 
Exchequer : he was the firſt who had 
held theſe two great employments ſince 
the death of Mr. Pelham; and by the 
union of them in his on, he was 


conſidered a as the Miniſter: the Earl of 
| | SAND=- 
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SANDWICH was appointed Firſt Lord of 


the Admiralty, in the room of Mr. Ga EN - 
VII IR.“ Several other changes were 


made, particularly at the public Boards, | 


But the plan of Admiĩniſtration, and the 


meaſures of Government continued, as laĩd 
down by the late Miniſter. From this 
uniformityof Complexion, the oppoſition, 
who likewiſe remained in the ſame-fitya- 
tion, very poſitively affirmed, that᷑ the new 
Miniſtry were no other than the ſub- 


ſtitutes of the Favourite, who had only 


®* Lord Halifax, upon his return from Ireland, 
had been made firſt Lord of the Admiralty, in the 
room of the late Lord Anſon ; and the right honaur- 
able Mr. George Grenville, who had ſucceeded Logd 
Bute as Secretary of State, upon the advancement of 


bis Lordſhip to the Treaſury, made an Exchange of 


Places with Lord Halifax, previous to the peace. 80 
that in this laſt change above-mentioned, there was 
no alteration in the Secretaries of State; Lord Egre- 
mont continued. for the ſouthern, and Lord Halifax 
for the northern department; and it was given out 
by authority, to all the foreign. Miniſters and others 
connected in public affairs, that his Majeſty had 


placed his government in the hands of the right ho- 


nourable Mr. George Grenville, and the Earls of 


Halifax and Egremont, that in all matters of impor- 
tance they were to act in conjunction, and to them 
all applications of buſineſs were to be directed. 


retired 


© 
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' retired to a place of ſafety and ſecrecy, in 
order ſtil to govern, tho* by other hands. 
The ſubſtance” being thus driven away, 

they faid, it is not probable the ſhadows 

. can Iaſtlong. To oppoſe them, therefore, 

is to oppoſe him. For they aſked, who are 

theſe men? Are they not the ſame who 
fapported him in all his odious meaſures, 
particularly the latePeace and the Exciſe? 

Are they not the dregs of the laſt Admi- 
niſtration * Are they not deſtitute of Par- 

ſiamentary intereſt ? Are they poſſeſſed of 

any conſiderable property in the kingdom? 

Is it not clear, therefore,to demonſtration, 

that having no ſtrength or ſolid founda- 
tion of their own, they muſt be obliged 
to act in ſubſerviency to a concealed in- 
fluence, and conſequentiy is not this 

ſcheme of clandeſtine adminiſtration, an in- 
fult upon the underſtandings of the Public? 

This language, and agreat deal more tothe 

ſame effect, with which every news- papet 
and other publication were replete, andthe 
truths which it manifeſtly conveyed, ope- 


rated fo univerſally among the people, 
K that 
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that though the advocates of the Admi- 
niſtration re denied their being 
undet the influence of the Favourite, yet 
no one was convinced by their aſſertions. 

The North Bri ton, hi ch. had ceaſed 
upon the reſignation of Lord Burz, and 
had gained a complete victory over that 
Miniſter, menaced his ſucceſſors, in an 
advertiſement which appeared on the very 
day (April 13) that the new Miniſters 
kifſed hands; and on Saturday the 23d 
day of April, appeared the famous 9 5 
Ab number of that paper. It was an 
attack upon the King's ſpeech made at the 
cloſe of the ſeſſion, and produced ſuch a 
ſeries of ſingular and extraordinary tranſ- 
actions, as perhaps are not to be equalled in 
the annals of any civilized nation. Upon 
the appearance of that paper, the ad- 
niſtration inſtantly deemed it a libel. In 
all probability, they who had for a conſi- 
derable time ſmarted and trembled under 
the laſh of this writer's pen, rejoiced at 
this attack (as they officiouſly chriſtened 
10 upon their Sovereign ; and under his 


"SG 


1 

ſhield, there is no doubt but they reſolved 
to ayenge what they called their own 
injuries. And this is all that can be 
faid in palliation for the enormity of 
| that rage and malice, which were ſo ap- 
parent in the ſubſequent violations, of not 
only the rights of Engliſhmen, but the 
ſacred privileges of all 8 againſt 
* ſuppoſed author. 

* "The facts of this important 4 - 
reſting affair ſhall be candidly e e 
truth, and the ſtricteſt impartiality ; and 
with as little reaſoning upon the ſeveral 
points, as a narrative of ſuch events can 
poſſibly admit; for all the arguments 
Which atofe, either ſpontaneouſly at the 
time from the obvious illegality of the 
ings, or were afterwards the re- 
ſult of mature conſideration, the curious 
reader will find, in the political publica- 
tion of that date, a ſhort mention of 
the beſt of which is in the note®. 


8 Ke is e of Egremont ad als, 
on „ 
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15 T he firſt proceſs of government was ifs 
ving a General Warrant in the uſual office 
form, to take up the Authors, Printers and: 
Publiſhers, of the North Briton, &c. This 
warrant was granted not only without 
information upon oath, but even without 


any information at all, except that of the 
| Publiſher s name, which was at the hot- 
tom of the paper ; of him, therefore, 
there could not be- the leaſt doubt; but 
with reſpect to the Printers and Authors, 
the Meſſengers, who were always the ex- 
ecutors of theſe warrants, were at full li- 
berty to inſpect, and take up whom. they 
pleaſed. The Secretary of State directed 
the three ordinary Meſſengers, whoſe 
names are at. the warrant, (a true Copy. of _ 


Obſervations upon the authority, manner and con- 
fine, nent of Mr. Wilkes. 


Ihe Defence of the Minority. Written by the 
Right Hon. Chatles Townſhend.” 

"| he Defence of the Majority. | 

A letter from Candor to the Public 1 

A. Letter on. Libels, Warrants, Seizure of Pa- 

Sureties for the Peace, K. 

This laſt is eſteemed the moſt intereſting tract 
that ever appeared in our language, and is well worth 
the ſerious attention of every * Ez 


wh ich 


2 
a * 
* 
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which che reader will find in the note ®) 
to go to one Carrington, the principal and 
firſt- named Meſſenger, and © get from 
him information of whom they were to 
ſeize. Carrington told them, that an old 


George Montague Dunk Earl of  Hali- 
fax Viſcount Sunbury and Baron Ha- 
lifax one of the Lords of his Majeſty's 
(L. S.) Moſt Honoprable Privy Council Lieu- 
tenant General of his Majeſty's Forces 
| and Principal Secretary of State. 
Theſe ate in his Majeſty's name to authorize and 
require you (taking a Conſtable to your aſſiſtance) to 
make ſtrict and diligent ſcarch for the Authors Prin- 
ters and Publiſhers of a ſeditious and treaſonable pa- 
per intitled the North Briton Number XLV. Sa- 
turday April 23 1763 printed for G. Kearſly in 
Ludgate- Street London ani them or any of them 
having found to apprehend and ſieze together with 
their papers and to bring in ſafe cuſtody: before me to 
be examined concerning the premiſes and further dealt 
with according to law And: ih the due execution 
thereof all mayors ſheriffs juſtices of the peace con- 
ſtables and all other his Majeſty's officers civil and mi- 
litary and loving ſubjects whom it may concern are to 
| be aiding and aſſiſting to you as there ſhall be occaſion. 
and for A doing this ſhall be your warrant Given * 
St. James's the twenty-ſixth day of April in the third 
r of his Majeſty's rei Dante 
. diretted to ad th Dunk Halifax 
Nathan Carrington. John Money {AR 2-1 
James Watſon and Robert Blackmore 
our of his majeſty's meſſengers in ordinary. 


1 
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Printer (whom he did not name) had told | 
him, that one Mr. Leach, a Printer, in 
Crane- court, Fleet-ſtreet, was the Printer 
of the North Briton and that Mr. 
W1Lxes, whom public report had ſaid 
was the Author of that paper, had been 
lately ſeen going into Mr. Leach's houſe. 
Upon this hear - ſay information and ſtrange 
conjecture, the Meſſengers entered Mr. 
Leach's houſe early in the morning, n 
Friday the 29th of April, 1763, and 
took him out of bed from his wife, while 
his child lay dangerouſly ill in the room: 
they ſeized all his papers, together with all 
hisjourneymen and ſervants. The latter 
were not, as the warrant directed, carried 
before LordHAL1yax,butto an alehouſe; 
and, after about twelve hours confine- 
ment, were diſcharged ; for it ſoon ap- 
peared that Carrington's information was 
totally falſe, Mr. Leach not being the 
Printer of that North Briton ; yet he was 
detained ſeveral days after his linocenge 
became fully known. 
The next perfon ap prehended 5 I 
morning, was ! ©. Kearfly, the original 


Fx 8 
; ©, T0) | 

and real Publiſher v. His houſe under- 
went a thorough and ſtrict examination ; 
and his letters, papers, and accompt books, 
(all which he very imprudently ſuffered 
to remain in his · houſe from a falſe ſup- 
poſition that it would not be ſearched, after 
he had received undoubted intellig 


In a paper called . The caſe of George Kearſly,”? 
drawn up by himſelf, are the following particulars : - 
On Friday the twenty-ninth day of April 1963, 
about ſeven d clock in the morning, I was informed, 


by one of my family, that ſeveral perſons defired to 


ſee me. I haſtened down fairs, and found my ſhop, 
to my great ſurprize, in the poſſeſſion'of Mr. Wat- 
ſon, one of his Majeſty's meſſengers, with Mr. 
Clarke, his affiſtant, a conſtable, and ſeveral other 
attendants. Mr. Watſon informed me he had a 


warrant from the Secretaries of State, with orders to 


make me, with my whole wee priſoners ; alſo to 
ſeize ſuch papers as he ſhould chuſe, together with 
my books of accompt. W NIN 138 
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1 expoſtulated with. him, and repreſented the * 
diſtreſs which his execution of ſuch unaccountable 
orders would inevitably plunge me, as I muſt ſhut up 


my doors, if no perſons were permitted to attend. 
He ſtationed two men in the ſhop, with ſtrict and 


tive orders not to ſuffer any perſon to quit the 


ſe till he ſhould give them further inſtructions. 
J obſetved, upon looking at the warrant, that 
it was not (as I underſtood warrants executed in the 


city ought to be) ſigned either by the right honourable 


the Lord Mayor, or 1 other city magiſtrate. 


$ LS , 3 * 1 
_ 34 4 1 © #% ww 4 W# . - . ” 1 F e 
* 5 : 


* 
„ 


thedefignsof government againſt him wers 


ſeized by theMeſſengers, who carried them 


to the office of the Secretaries of State, 
and him, for the preſent, to one of their 
own houſes in Weſtminſter. About four 
6'clock in the afternoon of the ſame day, 


- 


he was carried before the Earls of Ecre« - 


M@NT and HAL1FAx to be examined; 
| and, 


Mr. Watſon replied,. It is not necrſſamy; I. Hall ax 
e upon your | 
immediate obedience. He inſtantly took three of my 

principal accompt-books, and ſuch. letters, notes, 


no regard to that circumſtance ; but iꝝ 


memorandums, &c. from off my files, as he thought 
roper, to a very conſiderable number. He ordere! 


larke, at the ſame time, to attend me up fairs, 


and examine my bureau, and all places where papers 
were depoſited, He faithfully executed his director's 


commands, exploring the contents of evety drawer, 


prying into my caſh, notes of hand, draughts, &c. 


„ After this general ſearch, the whole of fuch 
articles as Mr, Watſon thought proper, were carried 


away, as alſo my father and ſelf, My books ani 


papers werez immediately carried to the Secre- 
taries of State's office, for their inſpection. In the _ 


courſe of my examination, I gave their Lordſhipg 
as much information as was conſiſtent with my fitu- 


ation, The Earls of Egremont and Halifax ; 


Meſſieurs Wood and Weſton, Under Secretaries ; 


Mr. Webb, Solicitor to the Treaſury, and Mr. 55 


Sanhope, Law-Clerk, were preſent. ; | 
The Earl of Egremont was pleaſed to obſerve, 


—my own ſenſe muſt inform me, the objeft of _ their _ 
reſentment was the Author, not the Publiſher. The 


Earl 


% 
* 
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told tbem many things, particularly, 
that Mr. CHARLEs CHURCHILL re- 
ceived the profits ariſing from the ſale of 
the North-Briton; that one Mr. Balfe, in 
the Old Bailey, was the Printer ; and that 
Mr. WII krs, whom he believed to be 
theAuthor, gave orders for the printing.“ 
Of this laſt fact, (the giving orders) there 
was ſufficient proof found among his pa- 
pers, as afterwards appeared upon the 
trial of Mr. WIL EES, when government 


Earl of flalifax joined bis Lordſhip in this declaration. 

— added, you muſt return to Mr. Watſon's 

PPA 1333 
He was releaſed upon bail, after eleven days con- 


finement. | 

However, it afterwards appeared upon his trial 
from the evidence of Johnſton, another Bookſeller, 
who was privy to ſome matters concerning the North 
Briton, that it had been agreed between Kearſly and 
his Employer, that he ſhould give up the author, if 
neceſſary ; and that the opinion of council ſhould be 
taken upon each number before it went to the preſs. 
This latter condition was a very improper one; for 
in politics it is remarkable that lawyers, of all others, 
are the worſt perſons to conſult with. There is in 
them a bias of calling, as the Marquis of Halifax calls 
it, that is unfavourable to that freedom and ingenuity 
of ideas which matters of this ſart particularly re- 
quire to the right diſcuſſion of them, | 


did 
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did not heſitate to make uſe of this er- 
dence ſo infamouſly and illegally obtained, 
particularly aletterwas produced and read 
: from Mr. WII kESs to Mr. Keurſly, con- 
| taining directions for printing one of the 
numbers of the North Briton, which Was 
pretended to be the Forty- fifth, becauſe it 
contained two ſheets, as the letter directed, 
though there was another North Briton 
which was likewiſe two ſheets, and was 
number 45 alſo : and to this day there id 
no poſitive evidence of Mr. WIIKES be- 
ing the author of that paper. Kearſix 
ſigned his information, and upon it Balfe 
the Printer, was immediately apprehended, 
| who made no leſs than the eight-and for- 
tieth perſon ſeized by this famous war- 
rant : in his examination, which was that 
evening, he ſaid much to the ſame effect 
as Kearſly. In conſequence of thele i in- 
formations, neither of which, the reader 
) will obſerve, was upon oath, orders. were. 
given to ſeize Mr. Wir xEs; and the 
ſame general and illegal warrant, Which 
had been twice returned into the office, 


was now ſent out a third time. By theſe 
| | returns 
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returns this famous warrant had already 


was clearly Junius officio. Every con- 
mon Juſtice of Peace knows, that to ap- 
prehend Mr. WII EES, another warrant 
ſhould have been iſſued; and it is certain 
that Lord HALiFax, when giving orders 


thought it neceſſary, and intended to put 


warrant; but was prevented by the Crown 
Lawyers, three of whom were preſent, 


Mr. Noxon, the Solicitor General; and 
Mr. WEB, the Solicitor to the Treaſury, 


neceſſary ; and as to the naming of Mr. 


Wess ſaid, it wa- better not. ; 

At this congreſs of the Crown Law- 
yers, the Attorney and Solicitor General 
delivered their opinions in writing.“ That 


" fections of t 1925 People from his Ma- 
OO 9 ente jeſty, 
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done more than its duty, and thetefore it 


for the apprehenſion of Mr, WII ks, 


Mr. Wiz kxs's name in the propoſed new 
viz. Mr. LVoxxx, the Attorney General; 


who did not think another warrant at all 


WiLKEsS, it has been aſſerted, that Mr. i 


i« the North Briton, number 45, was an 
40 infamous and ſeditious libel, tending to 
« jnflame the minds, and alienate the af- 


ff 
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« jeſty, and excite them to traiterous in 
ſurrections againſt his government. 
And they further declared, That the 


< publication of a libel, being a breach 
* 'of the peace, is not a caſe of privilege; 
« and that Mr. WiLkzs might be com- 
< mitted to any ptifon, upon the evidence 
e laid before the Secretaries of State.” 


Surely theſe Lawyers were ignorant that 


the informations laid before the Secretaries 
of State, were not taken upon oath. It 
was likewiſe affirmed in all the public 


; news-papers, by the defenders of the 


adminiſtration, that the late Lord H arp- 
WICKE, who was then alive, had de- 
clared his opinion to be * That the 
ct publication of a libel was a breach of 
te the peace, and therefore not a caſe of 


— © privilege.” 


Thus it happened by the interpoſitisn 
of the Lawyers, that the General War- 
rant, of the 26th of April, was the Meſ- 
ſengers authority for ſeizing Mr. WrLKEes, 
although the informations againſt | him 
were not taken until the agth. And in 
order to make this breach of law, and 


bl SRL . eLG3aA©oc.co ir ce ̃èò̈ͤ “,], 


every 
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every Engliſhman's ſecurity, the more 
wanton and flagrant, they had verbal or- 
ders from LordE@REMONT, to force open 
his houſe at midnight, and to ſeize his 


perſon, together with all his papers. But 


whether ſclf-preſervation, or a doubt con- 
cerning the legality of ſuch procedure, or 
what other cauſe, is not material, certain 
it is, the wiſer Meſſengers delayed the ex- 
ecution of the warrant untilnext morning ; 
and not even then daring to enter the 
houſe by violence, they waited a conſide- 
rable time in the ſtreet for an opportunity 


of getting in, when the door ſhould be 
opened. Mr. Wilkes had very early 


that morning gone into the city, of which 
eircumſtance it is probable the Meſſengers 
had been informed, for as he was coming 
home, one of them, named Watſon, ar- 


teſted him at his own door. Mr. WIIX ES» 
demanded to ſee the warrant, and not 


finding his name in it, nor any deſcription 


might allude to him, more than any other 
man, he refuſed to obey it. The other 
Nee e entered the houſe, 


and 


RN 


of his perſon, nor even one word which: 


Hos 


(1 156 " | 
and took deres of it. At this inftatit 
# perſon with whom he had ſome ac- 
quaintance, happening to call upon 1 
they talked together a few moments in 
one of the parlours, in the ſight, but not in 
the hearing of ſome of the Meſſengers ; | 
who, contrary to theit uſual caution upon 
theſe occaſions, ſuffered-the perſon to go 
out. He went immediately to Lord TEM. 
PLE, and informed his Lordſhip of what 
was paſſing at Mr. WIL «xs's, particularly 
of the obvious illegality of the warrant. 
His Lordſhip was greatly ſurprized, and 
went immediately to Weſtminſter. Find- 
ing the Meſſengers in poſſeſſion of Mt. 
Wir kxs's houſe, he deſired to ſee their 
warrant, and being inſtantly ſtruck with 
its notorious illegality, he aſked them, 
why they did not go and ſeize the Lord 
Chancellor, or-the Lord Prefident, and 
take poſſeſſion of their houſes, ſince th 
warrant might as well be-ſerved upon ei- 
ther of them as upon Mr. Wires. To 
which they anſwered, that they had vers. 
bal orders from the Secretary of State 
. to go, and that they had been come 
1 2 manded 


4 
, 
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manded to forcibly enter Mr. WIL KES 
houſe, and drag him out of bed at mid- 
night, and to ſeize all his papers. Such 
inhuman orders for the commiiſſion of 
ſuch wanton and unneceſſary outrages, 
muſt undoubtedly have ſhocked his Lord- 
ſhip, 'as they did the whole public after- 
13 55 and determined him to exert his 
utmoſt efforts in behalf of the liberties 
of his country, thus maliciouſly and 
cruelly trampled upon, by the inſolence 
of office, and a new erected ſpecies of 
tyranny. And it is further remarkable, 
that, for not obeying theſe inhuman or- 
ders, the Meſſengers were afterwards 
threatened with diſmiſſion from their 
places. Lord TRM IE immediately went 
to Weſtminſtet- hall, and the courtof Com- 
mon Pleas. being then fitting, a writ of 
Habeas Corpus was moved for, auer order- 
«boils as foors as poſſible. = 
Isa the mean time, ſeveral be 
friends to Mr. Wir xxs, being informed 
that the King's Meſſengers had entered 
his houſe, went directly to his aſſiſtance. 
e WirkEs himſelf, * refuſed 


- to 
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to obey thre warrant, theMeſſengersforeed 
him into a chair, and he was cattied by 
violence to Lord HAT TITANS, Where Lord 
EGREMONT attended, in order to be pres 
ſent at his examination. Their Lordſhips 
aſked him ſeveral queſtions, to all which 
he made not the leaſt anſwer ; and the 
few words he did ſay in that critical mo- 
ment, tended chiefly to treat their uſurped 
and illegal authority with the contempt it 
juſtly merited. He however informed 
their Lordſhips of the orders actually gi- 
ven by the Court of Common Pleas for 
his Habeas Corpus. And Jonn: WATrSsn, 
and Ricrarr Hoex1ns, Eſqrs. likewiſe 
informed Mr. WzBB,- and Mr. Lovss' 
STANHOHE, Law-Clerk to the Secreta« 
ries, . of ſuch orders being given by the 
Court of Common Pleas, and that the 
writ was directed to Watſon and Black- 
more, the two Meſſengers who thenchad 
Mr. Wilks in cuſtody. Notwithſtanding 
theſe informations, yet did theSecretanes 
of State ſhift him into the hands of other 
Meſſengers, and ſign his commitment to 
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the Tower, * reſolving by that means to 
evade the writ of Habeas Corpus; and in 
order to ne that evaſion as certain as 


Poſſible, | 


The following ls a true copy of the warrant of 
commitment: 


wt Charles earl = Wege George Dunk 

carl of Halifax lords of his majeſty! s. moſt 

| honourable privy council and principal ſe⸗ 
ceretaries of ſtate. 

Theſe are in his majeſty's name to authoriſe and 
require you to receive into your cuſtody the 
body of John Wilkes ef. herewith ſent you for 

being the author and publiſher of a moſt infa- _ 

mous and ſeditious libel intitled the North 

: . Briton number 45 tending to inflame the minds. 
and alienate the affections of the people from his 

— Majeſty and to excite them to traiterous inſur- 
rections againſt the government, And to keep 
him ſafe and Cloſe until he ſhall be delivered by 
due courſe of law and for ſo doing this ſhall be 
pour warrant Given at St. James's the 30 day 
of April 703 ii in the third year of his ny 4 , 


reign. 
ſigned 
Egremont L. 8. 
To the right hon. John Lord) 
Berkeley of Stratton conſtable Dunk Halifax L. 8. 
of his majeſty's Tower of x 
London or to the lieutenant | - 
of the faid Tower or his de-“ en 
puty. e IR) 
The reader will obſerve, that this warrant Aer 
from the other in its co. of the libel, by leaving 


out 
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poſſible, they ordered him to be kept a 
ſafe and cloſe priſoner. 
This infolent method of evading the act 
of Habeas Corpus, and the cruel manner 
of impriſonment, were two of the moſt 
wilful and dangerous violations of the 
liberties of the ſubject, which the pre- 
ſumption of man had ever dared to com- 
mit. It was the very purpoſe of that 
valuable act, to prevent ſuch. evaſions of 
the Habeas Corpus, and it proceeded 
upon great experience, of the evil. If 
what was practiſed in this caſe is ſuffer'd 
to take place, a perſon may be taken up 
by a Meſſenger or Conſtable, and if a 


out the word (ea the Secretaries, or their 
Lawyers, upon better conſideration, having.doubtleſs 
reſolved not to-ſupport that charge ; and likewiſe in 
being particular, not general, having Mr. Wilkes's 
name in it; which laſt circumſtance can be accounted 
for, only by ſuppoſing they began to be afraid of the 
firſt warrant's coming into the King's Courts of Juſ- 
tice, and therefore they reſolved to coyer it with. 
this particular and ulterior one. But notwithſtand- - 
ing theſe amendments, yet it proceeds from no charge 
upon oath, nor is it in any reſpect li ke the warrant _ 
of a magiſtrate ; z in which capacity the Secretaries of 


State are ſuppoſed to have acted throughout this wok. 
bulinels. , 


| writ 
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writ of Habeas Corpus i is iſſued, directed 
to him, he may, before it is ſerved upon 

him, put his priſoner in a gaol; the 
Keeper of that priſon may, before a new 
writ reaches him, deliver him over to 
another, and ſo the priſoner may be car- 
ried through all the priſons in England, 
before the law can bring his body into a 


Court of Juſtice and. if at laſt he is ſent 


into remote counties, where twenty days 
are allowed for a return to the writ, he 
may ſuffer an impriſonment long enough 
to puniſh any real offence that is not ca- 
pital, and to gratify the moſt ſanguine 
reſentment of a Miniſter, before the 


King's Judges know for what he is im- 


priſoned. To enumerate the miſchievous 


conſequences of ſuch a proceeding, the 
practicability of which the fact proves, 
or to ſhew that-it requires an exemplary, 


correction to check the practice, would 


be laboyr loſt ; the thing ſpeaks for itſelf; 
and therefore i it is matter. of real aſtoniſh-, 
ment, that there has not yet been found 


virtue enough to bring it before the cog- 


nizance of Parliament, where it ought 
3 and 
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and certainly would undergo a warm 
animadverſion, and a ſevere cenſure. ._ 

The fact of "cloſe. impriſonment Was 
another violation of the rights of the 
ſubject, and likewiſe merits a ſtrict and 
conſtitutional enquiry, together with a 
ſtrong and exemplary cenſure. It was a 
cruelty not to be equalled in the modern 
hiſtory of this country ;. even the ever- * 
memorable commitment of the Seven Bi- 
ſhops did not venture to enjoin cloſe im- 
priſonment. A man in this country is not 
to be confined a cloſe priſoner, that is, de- 
barred the uſe of paper, pens and ink, and 
the ſight of every perſon whatever but his 
Keeper. This is a cruelty practiſed only in 
the Baſtile. The law of England permits 
no ſuch grievance ; particularly and moſt 
eſpecially; in ſuch an undefined and party 
crime as a public Libel ; which, taken at 
worſt, is a bailable offence ; and there was 
very reſpectable bail ready to be given. 
Therefore this cloſe confinement was not 
only unneceſſary but unlawful, and another 
moſt wanton and malignant violation of 
hy liberties of the ſubject, and an unpar- 
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Had the writ of Habeas Corpus been 
obeyed, the Melſeigets  tnnſt have 
brought Mr. WII RES wich ther witrant 
before the Court, and'it cannot be iĩma- 
gined that a wartant which neither named 


nor deſcribed any body, would have been 


Abemied a ſufficient authority for the ap- 
pretienfion of Mr. Wik Es. TheMeſ- 
ſengers in their teturn, could only afſert, 
that they arrefled him under that warrant ; 
they could not in ſuch return add, that 
Mr. Wirte was either Authot, Printer, 


* 44 Under what nds or fan of layr, could 
e be committed to FA * confinement (ara cuflodia) 
upon the charge of a Libz! only? (Aae very 
eat and important point for a conſtitutional inquiry ! 
. man, charged only with writing and publiſhing 
4 Libel, to be deprived of his liberty at once, and {o 
mut up in gaol, that no friend is to have it in his 
r to come 2 him? Will not common con- 
Arnement be ſufficient cuſtody in ſuch a breach of th 
e, when charged only, and that 4x eie, 14 
beser fore one tittle of proof be given, and this too in 
the caſe of one of the repreſentatives of the Com- 
mons of England? I cannot belp faying, Lat for- 
that this laſt point has never been agitated ;-for 
it ſeems to me to be of N great conſequence.” 


Lander Junior. 
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or Publiſher of the North Briton. As the 
Court could not preſume guilt, and no- 
thing but the warrant itſelf could be pro- 
duced, and no ſupplemental evidence 
received to ſhew the relation it had to 
Mr. WII xES, can a doubt be entertained 
that the Court would have diſcharged 
him? The officers of the Crown ſeem to 
have been aware (and indeed one would 
wonder if they could have been otherwiſe) 
of this notorious illegality, by their taking 
ſuch ſpecial care not to ſuffer the general 
warrant to appear in the courts of law, 
and for greater ſecurity i in this particular, 
abſolutely burying the priſoner in a 
military jail, although the warrant had 
promiſed he ſhould be dealt with r | 
ing to law. 

Mean time Mr. W1LKes's er was 
plundered and ranſacked in every part. 
As ſoon as the writ of habeas corpus had 
been applied for in Weſtminſter Hall, ſe- 
veral gentlemen who were by this time 
acquainted with the. affair, particularly. 
Mr. Wals, Mr. HokIxs, Mr. Cor zs, 
Mr. GazDINER,and Mr, PH1LI1PPS, came 


to 


(139) | 
to Mr. Witkts's to inform him of this | 
yrrit, but they were refuſed admittance. by 
the Meſſengers, who told them Mr. 
Wirxxs was carried toLordHartirax's; 
and that verbal orders had been given by 
Mr. Wood, at that time Lord Ecxr- 
MowT's Secretary, to admit nobody. Tt 
came out afterwards, that Mr. Woop had 
been ſent to haſten the execution of the 
warrant. They treated theſe orders with 
the contempt they deſerve, and without 
further reſiſtance entered the houſe. Im- 
mediately after Mr. WII EES was taken 
from his houſe, Mr. Woop, and Mr. Lo- 
VELL STANHOPE, Law Clerk to the Se- 
cretaries of State, came to the Meſſengers. 
who were in poſſeſſion of the houſe, and 
aſked one of them, whether he had got 
« the keys of the rooms where the papers 
« were; and being anſwered, % he had 
« the key of the ſtudy,” they went away; 
as did alſo Mr. WzBB who had followed 
them. In a little time after, Mr. Woop 
returned, in conſequence, ag.is ſuppoſed; 
of an, intimation from ſome of the Meſſen- 


. gers, 
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gers, that ſeveral of Mr. Wirres friends 
had entered the houſe. He reprimanded 
the Meſſengers for having admitted them, 
and demanded of the gentlemen «+ how 
« they dared to defy the order, or queſtion 
« the authority of a Secretary of State?” 
At that inftant came Lord TAMrI E from 
Weſtminſter Hall, and foon after ſome 
warm altercations aroſe, concerning the. 
wanton and malicious violations of the 
' rights: of the ſubject, the contempt of 
law, and the utter illegality of the whole. 
proceeding. In a few moments Mr. 
 Weps returned; and a thorough ſearch 
of the whole houſe was immediately be- 
gun. When this ſhocking buſineſs was 
nearly finiſhed, information was brought 
to the Noble Lord, that Mr. Wilkes 
was that moment conveyed to the Tower, 
notwithſtanding the. Secretaries of State 
had been fully informed of the writ of 
Habeas corpus being granted by the Court 
of Common Pleas : upon which his Lords 
ſhip immediately followed him to the 
Tower, * was * admittance ; the 
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Tower being on this occaſion _— 
into the Baſtile, As his Lordſhip w 

leaying Mr. Wir kks's houſe, followed by 
ſeveral of the gentlemen there, Mr. WIR 
held up-a key, which was ſuppoſed to be 
one of Mr. WII KES's keys, and which 
Mr. Woop had afterwards, and aſked, 
„Whether any of them were willing to 
e ſee Mr. WiIkxS's papers ſcaled up?” 


but none of them choſe to be ſpeRators of 
ſo cruel and infamous a tranſaction. Even 


Carrington, the oldeſt and moſt experien- 
ced of the Meſſengers, had doubts con- 
cerning this part of the proceeding ; for 
be ſent to the Secretaries of State an ex- 


preſs meſſage, to know, Whether all 


* Mr. WIL EkEs's papers were to be ſeized:“ 
and their anſwer was, © Yes, ALL!“ 


Therefore every repoſitory in the houſe 


was examined; and in order to make this 
inhuman bulineſs as complete as poſſible, 
a Smith was ſent for, who, by the orders 
of Mr. Woop and Mr. WrBB, picked ſe 


veral locks of a writing deſk. When every 
cabinet and every. drawer had been fully 
Explored, 
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explored. all his papers, together with 
fach other things as the Meſſengers, Who 
had been accuſtomed to this kind of plun- 
der, thought fit to take, were promiſeu- 
ouſly thrown into a ſack; and his ownpri- 
vate pocket-book - clſed the mouth. of it 
Theſe papers were not cartied before the 
Secretary of State, as the warrant directed, 
but beforeMr. STANHOPE andMr. WB: 
ſo that a very material part of the illegal | 
authority, which the Secretaries of State 
had uſurped, they, in as illegal a manner, 
delegated to others. And to the barbarity 
of thus expoſing them to the prying eyes 
of Clerks and Lawyers, was added, the 
wanton malice of making articles of in- 
telligence of many parts of them for the 
public news- papers. And particularly in 
a collection of warrants, and other office 
precedents, which Mr. WE BEB ſoon after- 
wards cauſed to be printed, and which 


printing job he gave to Mr. Balfe, to whom wy 


other offers were made in expectation of 

bis becoming inſtrumental in the intended 

conviction of Mr. WI1LKEs 3 was a ſcan- 
dalous 


e 
dalous note, exploring the contents of 


ſome of theſe papers, oath they did 


not. bear the moſt diſtant. relation to the 
affairs of government. 


During the three firſt dey s of Mr. 
Wirtkes' s. confinement.in S wi Tower, he 


was, according to the tenor of the warrant, 


kept a _/afe and cloſe.priſoner, no perſon 


whatſoever (except his Keeper) being al- 


lowed to ſee or ſpeak. with him. His bro- 


ther, and ſeveral noble perſons, wete re- 
peatedly. refuſed/; as were likewiſe his 


Council and Solicitor, many times, who 
came to conſult him about the legal me- 


thods to be purſued for his enlargement. 
MajorR a1insroRD,Deputy Lieutenant of 


the Tower, declared to Mr. GaRDINER, 
one of Mr. Witkzs's Council, and to 
Mr. BzaRDMoRE, then his Attorney, 


« 'That ſuch were his orders from the 
cc Secretaries of State, which — durſt 


« not depart from 


The Major of the garriſon, in and on 


cuſtody Mr. W11 KES was, like a good of- 
kicer, * obeyed the orders he re- 
ceived 


; 
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ceived from the Lieutenant Governor, 
which the reader will fee in the note . 
On Monday, May the ad, the Court 
of Com mon Pleas: ordered 4 return to 
their writ of Habeas Corpus; but the 
return made, which was only this, 
« That they had him not in their cu: 
tody, was not allowed by the Court to 
be a ſufficient one; yet the inſufficiency 
of it prevented that enquiry into the 
cauſe of confinement, which the Habeas 
Corpus act requires to be made; - Anos 
ther writ was therefore moved for and 


Fan In conſequence of this ſecond ; 


* Onpyn: ſued by the lieutenant — of the 
Tower, reſpecting the detention of Fobn Wilkes, Eſq; 
„ That the warders appointed. to keep à cloſe 
priſoner, ſhall not preſume to leave him for a mo- 
ment alone, either night or da ay or to change theit 
duty with other warders, particular leave or 

order from the conftable e deputy licute- 
nant, or in their abſence the major of the Tower. 
«© They are to permit no perſon to have admit- 
bi, bur by uriclr ein, os to ſpeak to 
— gen ee brought dem by the 

o r. 932 _ 

"The 1 ikewiſe a" written order, to take 
down the ee of al pee who e 
r to Mr. Wilkes. | 


LE... 
writ, Mr. Wir EES was next morning 
brought before the Court, where he made 
a ſpeech; which the reader will ſee in 
the note,* and after his caſe had been 


argued, he was remanded to the 


Tower, the Court chuſing to take time 
to conſider of it, and ordered him to be 
brought up again on the Friday following: 
at the ſame time the Court ordered, that 
all perſons ſhould have free acceſs to him. 


During 


„ Mr. Wir x Is' Speech at the Bar of the Court of 


Common Pleas, on Tueſday May the 34, 1763. 
ns, "OEM 


41 myſelf happy to be at laſt brought before 
a Court, and before Judges, whoſe characteriſtic 


is the love of Liberty. I have many humble thanks 


to return ſor the immediate order you were pleaſed 


to iſſue, to give me an opportunity of laying my 


grievances before you; They are of a kind hitherto 


unparallelled in this free country, and, I truſt, the 
conſequences will teach Miniſters of Scottiſh and ar- 
bitraty principles, that the Liberty of an Engliſh 
ſubje& is not to be ſported away with impunjty, in 


this cruel and deſpotic manner. 


«-I am accuſed of being the author of the North 
Briton, No. 45. 1 ſhall only remark upon that pa- 


per, that it takes all load of accuſation from the ſacred 
name of a Prince, whoſe family I love and honour, 
as the-glorxious defenders of the cauſe of Liberty, and 
whoſe perſonal qualities are ſo amiable, great, and 
reſpeRable, that he is deſervedly the idol of his * 
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During this interval, he was diſmilſed 
from his poſt of Colonel of the Bucking- 
hamfhire militia, which although a very 
natural and an expected mark of the 
Royal diſpleaſure, was not, at this critical 
moment, a very proper one: for the 
neceſſary courſe to be purſued in his caſe, 
or in the language of Lawyers, the firſt | 
proceſs of the law, was clearly ſub judice, 
and before the King' s Judges; therefore 


ple. It is the NNE faſhion and crime of theſe 
times, and of thoſe who hold high Miniſterial offi- 
ces in government, to throw. every, odious charge 
from themſelves upon Majeſty. The author of this 
paper, whoever he may be, has, upon conſtifutional 
principles, done directly the reverſe, and is therefore 
in me, the ſuppoſed author, meant to be perſecuted _. 
accordingly. The particular cruelties of my treat- 
ment, worſe than if I bad been a Scottiſh Rebel, 
this Court will hear, and I dare ſay, en 7 
Juſtice, in due time redreſs. 

« IT may, perhaps, ſtill have the means left. me 
to ſhew that I have been ſuperior to every temptation 
of corruption, They may, indeed, have flattered 
themſelves, that when they found corruption could 
not prevail, perſecution might intimidate. | I ' will. * 
ſhew myſelf ſuperior to both. My papers have been 
ſeized, perhaps with a hope the better to deprive 
_ me of that proof of their meanneſs, and corrupt pro- 
= digality, which it may poſlibly, i ina Proper — ba 9 
$ yet in my power to give.“ FE 
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ſuch diſmiſſion was at leaſt precipitate, 
and might have tended to influence or 
intimidate ſome Judges ; but fortunately 
for the Rights of Engliſhmen, there hap- 
pened to be a man upon the bench, hs 
was above intimidation in a juſt cauſe,. 
and who would not, at the expence of 
Public Liberty, purchaſe the ſmiles of a 
Court, nor, Zom a faithful diſcharge of 
His duty, dread the frowns of it. 

On Friday, May the 6th, Mr: Wilks 
was again brought before the Court of 
Common Pleas, and, by the unanimous 
judgment of the whole Court, was diſ- 
charged, upon his claim of privilege as a 
Member of the Houſe of Commons. 
He made two ſpeeches on this occaſion, 
which, together with the opinion of the. 
Court at length, the reader will find in 
the nee But notwithſtanding this 

beit ä deter- 


_ 


* Mr Wilkes 5 Gere at the Bar of the Court of | 
Common Pleas, on V May the 6th, 1763. 


% My Lon p, 

Ke © Fat be it from me to regret that I have paſſed 
ſo many more days in captivity, as it will have af- 
forded you an opportunity of doing, upon mature 
reflection, and repeated examination, the more 1 

* 0 N ; Ju ICC 
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determination of the Court, he wag; 4 
juſtice to my country. The liberty of all Peers and 
Gentlemen, 'and, . touches me more ſenſibly, of 
all the middling and inferior claſs of people, Wo 
ſtand maſt in need of protection, is in my caſe this 
day to be finally decided upon: a queſtion. of ſuch 
importance as to determine at once whether Engliſh 
liberty be a reality or a ſhadow. Your own freeborn 
hearts will feel with indighation, and compaſſion, all 
that load of oppreſſion under which I have ſo long 
laboured. Cloſe impriſonment, the effect of pre- 
meditated malice: all acceſs for more than two days” 
denied to me: my houſe ranſacked and plundered : 
my moſt private and ſecret concerns divulſged: every 
vile and malignant inſinuation, even of high treaſon, 
itſelf, no leſs induftriouſly than falſely circulated,” by 
my cruel and implacable enemies,. together with all 
the various inſolence of office, form but a part of my 
unexampled. ill-treatment. Such inhuman principles 
of ſtar · Hamber tyranny will, I truſt,” by this Court, 
upon this ſolemn occaſion, be finally extirpated, and 
henceforth every innocent man, however poor and. 
unſupported, may hope to ſleep in peace and ſeeurity 
in his own houſe, unviolated by King's meſſengers, 
and the arbitrary mandates of an overbearing Secre- 
„ n 
*I will no longer delay your juſtice, The nation 
is impatient to hear, nor can be ſafe or happy, till 
that is obtained. If the ſame perſecution is after all 
to carry me before another Court, I hope I ſhall find 


that the genuine ſpirit of Magna Charta; that glortous 


Inheritance, that diſtinguiſhing characteriſtie of Eng- 
liſhmen, is as religiouſly revered there, as I know it 
is here, by the great perſonages before whom I have 


nov the happineſs to ſtand; and (as in the ever-memo- _ 


rable caſe of the impriſoned Biſhops) that an indepen- 
dent Jury of free · born Engliſhmen, will peri to 
N | TR — 
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pena, 


determine uy fate, as in conſcience bound, upon 
conſtitutional principles, by a verdict of guiliy or not 
guilty, I aſk no more at the hands of my coun- 
#rymen.”” : | ; 
After which the Court proceeded to give their 
opinion: | 
_.,_ The return being read, Mr. Serjeant Glynn (the 
_ Defendant's Counſel) prayed it might be filed, which 
Was ordered accordingly z and then he took two 
Exceptions to it, and ſubmitted further, that the 
Defendant being a Member of Parliament, was 
intitled to his privilege, and ought for that reaſon alone 
to be diſcharged. | 
After ſolemn argument at the bar, and time taken 
for conſideration, the Chief Juſtice delivered the 
refolution of the Court (which was unanimous) to 
the following effect.. | 
_ Pratt Ch. Juſt. When this return was read, 
my brother Glynn, Counſel for Mr. Vlies, made 
two objections to it: and tho! thoſe ſhould fail him, 
he infifted that Mr. Miltes, from the nature of his 
particular ſtation and character, as being a Member 
of the Flouſe of Commons, was intitled to privilege 
of Parliament, and ought for that reaſon alone to be 
diſcharged from his preſent impriſonment. To begin 
| with the objections. The firſt was, that it did not 
4 appear by the warrant that Mr. Wiltes ſtood charged : 
upon any evidence with being the Author of theLibel + a 


| deſcribed in the warrant; the true queſtion ariſing upon 

\ - - _ this objection is, whether ſtating the evidence be 
$ : eſſential to the validity of the watrant, and upon this 

point we are all clearly of opinion that the warrant is : 

good ; we conſider the Secretaries in the light of 

common Juſtices of the Peace, they, no more than 

any common Juſtices, can iſſue warrants merely ex 

Neis, or for offences within their private knowledge, 

| N M 0 being 


. 
* 9 


, 
N 


* 


(1s) 
pena, requiring his appearance to an in- 
8 for- 


being in thoſe caſes rather witneſſes than magiſtrates; 
but tho” this be admitted, it will not affect the pre- 
ſent queſtion. The preſent queſtion is, whether the 
ſtating the evidence be eſſential to the validity of the 
Warrant; no authority has been cited by the defen- 
dant's Counſel to ſhew it. Rudyard's caſe in 
2, Ventr. 22, was indeed referred to, but upon exa- 
mining that caſe, it does not apply. The commit- 


ment there was a commitment in execution, and 
therefore it was neceflary_ in that caſe to ſtate the 


evidence, - It was urged farther, that the ground of 
the Juſtices juriſdiction reſted' in the charge by wit- 
neſſes, and if it was otherwiſe, every man's liberty 
would be in the power of the ſuſtices. The objec- 
tion deſerves an anſwer, and if it had not been de- 
termined before, I ſhould have thought it very 
weighty and alarming ; but it bas been ſettled. Before 
I mention the caſe where it was ſolemnly adjudged, 
1 wouid take notice, that neither my -Lord Coke, 
Lord Hale, or Mr. Hawkins, all of them very able 
writers upon the Crown Law, have conſidered ſuch 
a charge as is contended.for, to be eſſential. In the 
trial of the ſeven Biſhops, tho' they were committed 
upon a ſimilar warrant, their Counſel did not take 
the ſame objection. In referring to that great caſe, I 
am not to be underſtood as intending to give any 
weight to the determination of the Judges who fat 
upon the Bench, in that cauſe; rely only on 
the ſilence of the Defendant's Counſel, who were all 
of them Lovers of Liberty, and the greateſt Lawyers 
of that age. We have ſeen precedents of commit- 
ments returned upon Habeas Corpus's into the King's 
' Bench, where the warrants have been all in the ſame 
form, and no ſuch objection taken; but the very 
point was determined in the caſe of Sir V. Wyndham, 
3 Vin. Abr. 530, 535, Stra. 2. who was committed 
lor high treaſon generally, and not on the charge of 
any 


* 
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formation filed againſt him in the King's 
py ; Bench, 


any body, ſtated in the commitment. 2., Hawk. 


PL. Cr. 120. Chap, 17. Sec. 17. refers to the caſe of 


Sir W. Wyndbam, and ſays it is ſafer to ſet forth that 


the party is charged upon oath, but that is not 
neceſſary. Thus ſtands this point on authorities. 
.Fhe other objection was, that the Libel itſelf ought 
to have been ſet forth in hæc verba; but upon that 
point too, we are all of opinion that the warrant is 
good, It was urged, that the ſpecific cauſe of de- 


- tention ought to be ſtated with certainty j and there- 


fore, if a man be committed for felony, the warrant 
mult briefly mention the ſpecies of the felony, Now 
the ſpecies of every offence muſt be collected by the 
Magiſtrate out of the evidence, but he is not bound 
to ſet forth the evidence, he is anſwerable only for 
the inference he deduces from it. As to a libel, the 
evidence is partly internal and partly external. The 
paper itſelf may not be compleat and concluſive evi- 
dence, for it may be dark and unintelligible without 
the innuendoes, which are the external evidence. 
There is no other name but that of libel, applicable 
to the offence of libelling, and we know the offence 
ſpecifically by that name, as we know the offences of 
ö forgery, &c. by the names which the 
law has annexed to them. But two reaſons were 


urged why the evidence ought to be ſtated. Firſt, it was 


Aaid, that without it the Court cannot judge whether 
it be a libel or not. The anſwer is, that the Court 
ought not, in this proceeding, to give any judgment 
of that ſort, as it would tend to prejudication, to take 
away the office of a Jury, and to create an improper 


_ influence; The other reaſon was, that unleſs the 


libel be ſtated, the Court cannot be able to determine 


on the quantity of bail. I anſwer, that regard to 


the nature of the offence, is the only neceſſary rule 


- Jn. bailing ; as to the offence of a libel, it is an high 


miſdemeanor, and good bail (having regard to the 
So n quality 
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Bench, by Mr. Yorxe, the Attorny 
75 General. 
lity of the offender) ſhould be required, but if the 
del Neef was ſtated, e b no other mea- 
ſure of bailing than this; beſides, there has been no 
caſe ſhewn to warrant' this reaſon, and it was not 
urged in the caſe of the ſeven Biſhops, but then it 
remains to be conſidered, whether Mr. Mlltes ought 
not to be diſcharged ; the King's Counſel have 
thought fit to admit that he was a Member of the 
Houſe of Commons, and we are bound to take notice 
of it. In the caſe of the feven Biſhops, the Court 
took notice of their privilege from their deſcription in 
the warrant; in the preſent cafe there is no ſuit de- 
pending; here no writ of privilege can therefore 
iſſue, no plea of privilege can be received: It reſts, 
and muſt reſt on the admiffion of the Counſel for the 
Crown; it is fairly before us upon that admiſſion, 
and we are bound to determine it. In' Ld Coke 
4. Inſt. 24, 25, after ſhewing that privileges of Par- 
liament is conuſable at common law, he fays, that 
privilege generally holds, unleſs it be in three caſes, 


_ viz. Treaſon, Felony, and the Peace. We have 


not been able to have recourſe to the original record 
but in Cotton's Abridgement, fol. 596, you will fi 

my Lord Coke was right. The caſe: I would refer 
to, is, that of William Lake, goth of Henry VI. who 
being a Member's ſervant, and taken in execution for 
debt, was delivered by the Privilege of the Houſe of 
Commons; the book adds, (and for that purpoſe I re- 


fer to it) wherein is to be noted, that there is no cauſe 


to arreſt any ſuch man, but for Treaſon, Felony and the 
Peace. In the trial of the ſeven Biſhops, the words 
«© the Peace“ are explained to mean Surety of the 
Peace. In the cafe of the King, v. Sir Thomas Cul. 
pepper, reported in 12. Hod. 108. Lord Holt. fays, 
that, whereas it is ſaid in our books, that Privilege 
of Parliament was not allowable in Treaſon, Felony, 
or Breach of the Peace, it muſt be intended where 


3 ſurety / | ( 


4 


A | 
General. This was ſuppoſed to be ano» 


ſurety of the Peace is deſired, that it ſhall'not p 
a man againſt a Supplicavit, but it holds as well in 
_ caſe of Indiftment, Information for Breach of the 
Peace, as in caſe of actions. In the cafe of Lord 
Tankerville, a few years ago, which, tho' not re- 
ported in any law book, is upon record in Parlia- 
ment, it was held that bribery, ven only a confiruc- 
live, and not an aual, breath of the peace, ſhould 
not ouſt him of his privilege; there is no difference 
between the, two houſes of, Parliament in refpe& of 
- privilege. The ſtatutes of 12 & 1 Z Will. 3, c. 3. and 
2 & 3 Ax. c. 18, ſpeak of the privilege of Parliament 
in reference not to one Heuſe in particular, but to 
both houſes ; what then is the preſent cafe? Mr.J/lkes, 
a Member of the Houſe of Commons, is committed for 
being the author and publiſher of an infamous and 
ſeditious Libel, Is a Libel %% Fas in itfelf, an ac- 
tual breach of the peace? Mr. Dalton, in his Fu/tice 
F the Peace, fol. 289. defines a Libel as a thing tend- 
ing to the breach of the peace. In Sir Baptiſt Hicks's 
caſe, Hab. 224. it is called a Prouocation to a breach 
of the peace. In Lev. 139. The King, v. Summers, it 
was held to be an offence conufable before Juſtices, 
becauſe it tended to a breach of the peace. In Hawk. 
Pl. Cor. 193. cap. 73. ect. 3. it is called a thing di- 
realy tending to a breach of the public peace. Now, 
that that which ends only to the breach of the peace, 
is not an actual breach of it, is too plain a propoſition 
to admit of argument. But if it was admitted that a 
libel was a breach of the peace, ſtil] privilege cannot 
be excluded, unleſs it requires ſurety of the peace; and 
there has been no precedent but that of the ſeven Bi- 
© ſhops cited to ſhew that ſureties of the peace are re- 
quirable from a Libeller ; and as to the opinion of the 
© three Judges in that caſe, it only ſerves to ſhew the 
miſerable ſtate of Juſtice in thoſe days. Allylone, one 
of the three, was a rigid and profeſſed Papiſt; Wrighi 
[nth | M 3 and 


\ 


* 
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ther breach of the privileges of Parlia- 


ment. 


and Holloway, Jam much afraid, were placed there 
for doing jobs; and Payell, the only honeft man upon 
the Bench, gave no opinion at all, Perhaps it implies 
an abſurdity to demand ſureties of the peace from a 
Libeller ; Baran. 4 what was done in the caſe of the 
ſeven Biſhops, I am bold to deny was Law. 

« Upon the whole, thd' it ſhould be admitted, that 
ſureties of the peace arg requirable from Mr. Wilkes, 
ſtill his privilege of Parliament will not be taken away 
till ſureties have been demanded and refuſed. Let 
him be diſcharged.” | | 

Mr. Wilkes then addreſſed himſelf to the Court in 
the words 128 : LIT 

My Lo p, | 

„ Great as my joy muſt naturally be at the deci- 
ſion which this Court, with a true ſpirit of Liberty, has 
been pleaſed to make concerning the wnwarrantable 
ſeizure of my Perſon, and all the other conſequential 
grievances, allow me to aſſure you that I feel it far 
leſs ſenſibly on my own account, than I do for the pub- 
lic. The ſufferings of an individual are @ trifling ob- 
ject, when compared with the whole ; and I ſhould 
bluſh to feel for nyſelf in compariſon with conſidera- 
tions of a nature ſo iranſcendently ſuperior. 2 

„I will not trouble you with my poor thanks! 
Thanks are due to you from the whole Engl nation, 
and from all the ſubjects of the Engliſh crown. They 
will be paid you together with every teſtimony of zeal 
and affection to the learned Serjeant [Glynn] who has 
- ſo ably and ſo conſtitutianally pleaded my cauſe, and in 
mine (with pleaſure I fay it) the cone 4 Liberty. 
Ever teſtimony of my gratitude is juſtly due to you, 
and 1 take leave of this Court with a veneration and 
reſpect, which no time can obliterate, nor can the 
moſt grateful heart ſufficiently expreſs.” 3 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XIII. 


RefleCtions. Lord Temple di approves f the 
acrimony in the North Briton. Makes a 
Aiſtinctiun between the ſuppoſed criminalty 
of that paper, and the public cauſe which 
it gave riſe to. Determines to ſupport 
that public cauſe. Is diſmiſſed from the 
_ heutenancy of the county of Bucks. I 
_ deſerted by the old. leaven of the party; 
who pay their compliments at St. James's, 
and enter into à league to betray, and 


ſacrifice | the Public Liberty. 
T H E diſcharge of Mr. WILkES 


from his impriſonment in the 
Tower, furniſhed new matter of accu- 
fation againſt the Miniſters; for to the 
many wanton and malicious violations of 
the liberty of the Subject, which in his 
caſe had been committed, was now ad- 
ded, the ſolemn deciſion of a moſt fla- 
grant and dangerous breach of the privi- 
leges of Parliament, which alone would, 
in ſorne days, have been ſufficient to 
ER. © over- 
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overthrow the firmeſt Miniſter ; and this 
offence was the more ſtrong, as the de- 
ciſion of it had been pronounced in onę 
of the king's ſuperior Courts, by a Judge 
of high reputation, with the conſent of 
the three other judges, and after time 


taken to conſider of it. 
In one part of theſe arbitrary proceed- | 


ings all the people of England were inte- 
reſted. As a general warrant, which nam- 
ed nobody, might haye extended to every 
body, and as the abuſes and cruelties com- 
mitted under that authority might have 
happened to any other perſon, as well as to 
Mr. Wi1LKEs, if the Meſſengers had been 
ſo inclined : it is therefore no wonder that 
the whole kingdom inſtantly became a- 
larmed, and that every man began to con- 
ſider the caſe as his own. In another part, 
the Members of both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment were eſſentially concerned, as their 
privileges had been dangerouſly violated. . 
On the other hand, the Adminiſtration were 
exceedingly incenſed againft" the Judge, 
for giving that opinion ; and though this 
difficulty they afterwards.found means to 
ſurmount, 
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ſurmount, by the Parliament's generouſly 
ſurrendering this ſuppoſed privilege, to 
facilitate the views of the Crown, yet the 
public opinion remained unaltered. 
Such manifeſt and outrageous violations 
of the liberty of the ſubje&, and ſuch a 
contempt for the authority and dignity of 
Parliament, as this caſe, in all its parts, 
was obyiouſly pregnant with, undoubtedly 
ſtimulated Lord TEM Lx, from the firſt 
moment, publickly to ſtand forth in de- 
fence of both, and with his perſon, as 
well as his purſe, to combat this monſter 
of State Tyranny, which had, for a ſeries 
of years, uſurped an authority from which 
none in the kingdom were exempt; and 
the cruelties of which all ranks of people 
had, at different times, experienced ; but 
moſt ſeverely the loweſt ; whoſe dread of 
power, and inability to, contend with the 
weight of government, had ſuffered theſe 
illegal apprehenfions of perſons, and 
ſeizures of papers, to grow into a com- 
mon and ſtanding practice. Fortunately, 
for the future liberties of Engliſhmen, and 
for the ſecurity of every man's houſe, 

15 | there 
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there lived at this time a Lord TEMPLE 7 . 
whoſe unbounded generofity and public 
ſpirit, whoſe real love of Liberty and his 


Country, would not ſuffer him to ſee; 
with impunity, theſe great and alarming 


violations of the invaluable rights of Nec 


liſhmen. 


There is a wide an denes * — A. 


man's offence and the manner of puniſh+ 
ing him for it; and it came out afterwards, 


to the conviction of a very full Houſe of 


Commons, that his Lordſhip did not ap- 
prove of carrying on that paper with ſo 
much acrimony, nor of thoſe national 


reflections, with which it was replete; 


that he had repeatedly adviſed the diſcon= 


tinuance of the publication; for he could 
never approve of that kind of writing, nor 
of that particular paper; and much more, 


to the ſame effect, was affirmed, by Mr. 
WrBB, to be the contents of ſome of his 


Lordſhip's letters to Mr. WII KES, which 


were found among Mr. WILEES“'s papers. 
But however highly his Lordſhip might 


diſapprove of the manner of writing the | 
en Briton, yet it is Certain, that hs 


diſap- 


| 
k 


| 
b 
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diſapproved more highly of thoſe who 
deſerted the ſuppoſed Author, when he 


ſtood moſt in need of their aſſiſtance. 
This treachery was moſt infamous; for 


whatever Mr. WILEkES's faults might be, 
yet Government were far more inex- 
cuſable, as there could not be the leaſt 


' ſhadow of a doubt, that the proceedings 


againſt Mr. WIL «es and thePrinters, were 
wholly illegal; were dangerous abuſes of 
power, and the more ſo, as they had 
continued for a ſeries ob years, and were 
attempted to be juſtified by the precedents 


of office ; therefore, on the behalf of all 


the King's ſubjects, the conduct of the 


Adminiſtration, in this caſe, called loudly 
for a ſpeedy and ſtrong condemnation. On 
this ground Lord TEMPIE advanced, 
taking true Conſtitutional Liberty for his 


guide, and declaring in the ſtrongeſt man- 


ner toall his friends, many of whom began 
to tremble for his ſafety, that if the ſame 
violations had been committed againſt any 
other man, and not Mr. W1irtxzs, his 


own conduct would be juſt the ſame. 


or this — and laudable public ſpirit 
1 enn 
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brought upon him the indignation and 
reſentment of the Court, and deprived 


him of the ſtrength and ſupport of the 


party. The firſt appeared in taking from 
him the Lieutenancy of the county of 


Buckingham ; an employment which, 


quence, yet could not ſo naturally be 
veſted in any other, as none other ſtood 
ſo high in the eſteem and favour of the 
county. The laſt was manifeſted by an 
almoſt general deſertion of the whole 
party ; and particularly of thoſe who had 
affected to put themſelves a little forward, 
in order to extort the title of leaders - 
Theſe made a ſcandalous figure; for in- 
ſtead of appearing openly and firmly in 
ſupport of the man, who had ſuffered in 
their ſervice, and had given them a great 
cauſe of triumph, they, in a few days after 
his diſcharge from the Tower, publickly 
ſhewed themſelves at St. James's ; hoping, 


no doubt, by ſuch an unexpected and fin- 
gular appearance, at that time, to convince 


the whole Court, that they diſclaimed all 
connexion with Mr. WIr EES, and every 
| part 


though neither of emolument nor conſe- 


my 
, 
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part of his cauſe. Finding, however, 
that this was not ſufficient to -open a 
door for them into offices, they went 
further to aſſure the Court of their 
fincerity in this offered deſertion of 


their friends, and the cauſe they had pre- 
tended to eſpouſe. They publickly talked 


and wrote of the conduct of Mr. WILKE 


being wholly indefenſible; of government 
having done no more than what was uſual 


in ſuch caſes, and of ſuch uſage being 


both juſtifiable and legal. But as a Judge 


of great authority had pronounced a breach 


of the privileges of Parliament, they con- 
ſidered this part of the proceedings as moſt 
dangerous to the Adminiſtration; and 
therefore they apprehended nothing would 
or could be more agreeable to the Court, 
than an offer to accommodate and facili- 
tate this knotty point to their wiſhes; ac+ 
cordingly thoſe who affected to call them- 
ſelves the principals of the Minority, 
but whom the public did then, and does 


now well know, were only the rotten part 


of it, entered into a league with an emi- 
nentPrerogativeLawyer, ſince dead, whoſe 
name 


wo _ x 


* 
_—— 


. 
. 
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name was repeatedly hung out in the pub- 
lic papers, as the enſign of this perfdlont 2 


and contemptible faction, to betray and 
give up the whole cauſe. What the con- 
ditions of entering into that league were, 
have not yet tranſpired, nor are they of any 
importance to the public: but this much is 
certain as to the purpoſe and deſigns of it, 
that ſeveral of the Junto, of whom it 
was compoſed, engaged to defend and up- 


hold the indiſpenſible ecefity, uſe, and 


ineſtimable ſervice of General Warrants 


to the State; and ſome of them offered 


to add, the legality of thoſe Warrants. 
Then, as privilege had been lately de- 
cided upon to the diſadvantage of go- 
vernment; and as it might be their more 
immediate intereſt to join in the ruin of 


that unfortunate perſon, whom they ſaw, 


and ſaid, was the deſtined victim of mi- 
niſterial malice ; and as he could not be 
ſo eaſily come at while his privilege re- 


mained; they unanimouſly engaged to vote 


that privilege away, in order to aſſiſt the 
views of the crown, and preſerve the ad- 
miniſtratiori from cenſure. Theſe are cer- 
tain facts, and muſt, to the lateſt poſterity, 


mark 
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mark the individuals who engaged in ſuch 
dark and baſe tranſactions, as the moſt in- 
famous of all traitors : for ſurely no trea- 
chery can be equal to, that which is not 
only unprovoked, but wholly undeſerved, 
and involved in it, as this was moſt mani- 
feſtly intended to do, not only the fa- 
crifice of thoſe intrepid and upright per- 
fons, who had brayely ſtood in the gap 
of Public Liberty ; but the Conſtitution 
itſelf was to be given up, and deſtroyed, 
for ſo ſmall a price as a lucrative office. 


£ | 88 


. 
1 
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| CHAP, XIV. 

95 Letters between Mr. Wilkes and the Secro- 
taries of State. | Meſſengers proſecuted. 
Lord Halifax ſtands out in contempt of 
the Court. Trial of the action brought 
againſt Mr. Wood. Mr. Wilkes acquitted 
as Author and Publiſher | of the North 
Briton. An attempt made to aſſaſſinate 
him by one Alexander Dun. Erefts a 
printing preſs m his houſe. Publiſhes 
propoſals for a ſubſcription. Prints the 
North Britons, and Eſay on Woman. 


His imprudencies. Goes to France, where 
be is inſulted by one Capt. Forbes. 


P ON Mr. WII EESs's diſcharge by 0 
the Court of Common Pleas, * 


proſecutions were immediatelycommenced 


againſt 


* The inſtant Mr. Wilkes came home from the 
Court of Common Pleas, he ſent the Og letter 
to the Secretaries of State: 


Great George-ſtreet, Moy 6, 1763. 

o My Lops, 
« On my return here from Weſtminſter- hall, 
where I have been diſcharged from my commitment 
to the Tower under your Lordſhips warrant, I _ 


_ (x85) 
, againſt the King's Meſſengers, for un- 
lawfully ſeizing the journeymen Printers, 


1 


of your Lordſhips. I therefore inſiſt. that you do 
forthwith return them to WEST TO 
| Your humble ſervant f 
FFT JOHN WILKES. 
Directed to a 111 og 


the Earls of EREMONr and HALIr Ax, 
his Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State. 
This was not a very handſome, nor a very proper 
way of treating the Secretaries of State. As gentlè- 
men, they were entitled to good manners at leaſt; 
and ſurely the accuſing them of having received ſtolen 


goods was a groſs indecency. However, they ſeemed 
reſolved to mach kipyin folly and imprudence, and 


ſent him the ing anſwer : 
| 0 nh Great George-fireet, May 7, 1763. 
cc 4 | | 


© IN anſwer to your letter of yeſterday, in which 
you take upon you to make uſe of the indecent and 
ſeurrilous expreſſions of your having found your houſe 


Had been robbed, and that the flolen goods are in our 
- Poſſeſſun ; We acquaint you, that your papers were 
_ ſeized in conſequence of the heavy. charge brought 


againſt you, for being the author of an infamous and 
- ſeditious libel, tending to inflame the minds, and 
_ - alienate the affections of the people from his Majeſty, 
and excite them to traiterous inſurrections againſt 


tte government; for which libel, notwithſtanding 


your diſcharge from your commitment to the Tower, 
is Majeſt has ordered you to be proſecuted, by his 
Attorney General. n 


and 


; that my houſe has bein rabb'd, * am imform'd 
chat the ſtolen goods are in the poſſeſſion of one or both 


N We 
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and other ſervants; of Mr. Leach. No- 
thing, certainly, could be more laudable, 
nor more inteteſting to the people of Great 
Britain, than theſe proſecutions, as they 
We tended 


« We are at a loſs to gueſs what you meat by 
alen goods 3 but ſuch of your papers as do not lead 
to a proof of your guilt, ſhall be reſtored to you; 
ſuch as are neceſſary for that purpoſe, it was our 

duty to deliver over to thoſe, whoſe office it is to 
collect the evidence, and mana 


ge the proſecution 

againſt you. „ 

| 8 Your humble ſervants, 
We” | EGREMONT. - | 
1 1 Duxk HALIr Ax.“ 
Directed to Mr. WIXk Es. eek” 3 
Here is a clear avowal of the principle of ſeizing 
Mr. Wirtkes's papers; a principle fo extremely 

horrid and cruel, that every Engliſhman muſt ſhudder 
at the idea. It was obſerved by a very able Lawyer, 
that this evidence was collected with as much force, 
and with as little right by law, as ſome other collec- 


tions are made, for which the collectors are hanged 
when taken. | Fe] 


Ts this anſwer Mr. WIL «es ſent the following 
reply, viz. 5 1 9 
. Great George: ſtreet, May 9, 1763. 
« My Lorps, | Rt Foe + | 

« LITTLE did I expect, when I was re- 
quiring from your Lordſhips what an Engliſhman has 
a right to, his property takkn from him, and ſaid to 
be in your Lordſhips poſſeſſion, that I ſhould have 
received in anſwer, from perſons in your high ſtation, 
the expreſſions of indecent and ſcurrilous applied to 


0 


a» 
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tended. to ſtrike at, and fairly try, the 
legality : of thoſe powers, which, the 
Secretaries of State had, for a great 
number of years, uſurped. None, hi- 


my legal demands. The reſpeR I bear to his Majeſty, 
whole ſervants it ſeems you till are, tho* you ſtand 
legally convicted of having in me violated, in the high- 
and moſt offenſive manner, the liberties of all the 
Commons of England, prevents my returning you 
an anſwer in the ſame Billingſgate language. : 
nſidered you only in your. private. capacities, 1 
Id treat you both according to your deſerts: but 
where is the wonder that men, who have attacked 
the ſacred liberty of the ſubject, and have iſſued. an 
illegal warrant to ſeize his property, ſnould proceed 
to ſuch libellous expreſſions ? You ſay, that ſuch 
of my papers ſhall be reſtored to me, as do not lead 
to a proof of my guilt. T owe this to your appre- 
henſion of an action, not cal Au love of juſtice; 
and in that light, if I can. belieye. your Lordſhips 
aſſurances, the whole will be returned to me. I fear 
neither your proſecution, nor your perſecution; and 
L will aſſert the ſecurity of my own houſe, the li- 
berty of my perſon, and every right of the people, 
not ſo much for my own ſake, as for the fake of 
every one of my * fellow ſubjects. 
am, 55 


my Lords, 4 
Your humble Servant, 
JOHN WILKES. 


Direfledts—  - 
t - the Earls of EGxEmonT and HaLirax,. 
his Majeſty's principalSecretaries of State, 

| 2 eee 
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therto, had had ſpirit enough to attack 
government in its own fortreſs : or, if 
any had, government always bought 
them off; but moſt commonly the par- 
ties were too indigent to contend with 
the Treaſury, and the power of the 
Crown: ſo that one way or other the 
proceedings in theſe matters never came 
before the public. The trial of the 
King's Meſſengers in the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas at Guildhall, on the 6th of 
July, 1763, was the firſt. And here 
it muſt be obſerved, that had not a long 
purſe been found to contend with the 
public Treaſury, theſe proceedings, no- 
toriouſly illegal as they were, would ne- 
ver have been brought to a judicial and 
legal condemnation. The fact is, that 
Earl TEMPLE, and he only, gave it 
ſpirit, and was the great ſinew of the 
whole cauſe. He was inflexible in his 
| reſolution of checking theſe arbitrary 

proceedings, and reſcuing the ſub- 
jet from the danger of ſuch ty- 

rannous uſage, It was at his ex- 
pence that this, and the ſucceeding. 
vitories over arbitrary power, were ob- 


tained ; 5 


- 18g, ) 

tained and wht have now, and for 
ever, fixed the liberties of Engliſhmen, 
upon the ſolid baſis of the conſtitution. 
Had he been as treacherous in ſpirit, and 
as ſparing of his money, on this great oc- 
caſion, as the reſt of the party, GENERAL 
 WarRamnTs, together with all the other 
illegal practices, and inſolences of office, 
would have ſtill continued: for there was 
perhaps more real inability in theſe firſt 
proſecutors (the Journeymen Printers) to 
bring actions againſt the King's Meſſen- 
gers, than in all the precedents of appre- 
henſions which were to be found. in the 


Secretary of State's office. Therefore it 


is clear that this offence would have died 
away, like all the others, had it not been 
taken up by ſomebody of property, and 
ſpirit, who neither regarded the enmity of 
Government, nor the expence. which ſuch 
a proſecution would inevitably occaſion; 
and whoſe only object could be no other, 
but the eſtabliſhment of the true conſtitu- 
tional liberty of Engliſhmen. —In that 
caſe, it was a matter of indifference to the 
20008 who the perſons ſo treated were; 

. N * | the 


* 


0 1900 | 

\ «the dy queſtion which intereſted the 
poblity! was, Were thoſe n | 
The points 0 for on the part 
8 in the firſt trial of an action 
brought againſt the King's Meſſengers, by 
one of the journeymen Printers, _— 

1. The legality of #be warrant.” 

2. We due exetittion of that Warri. 


3. Two 4e of Parliament of the Seventh 
| of James I. and the twenty fourth of 
George II. in the nature of a bar to 
| the action againſt the de efendants, the 

| Meſſengers ; and ſending the plain- 
tiffs over for remedy againſt the Se- 

_ cretaries of State. And the Coun- 
eil for the Crown inſiſted, that the 
Jury ſhould find a Special Verdie?. 
The Chief Juſtice | gave his opiniah, 
that the Jury could not be compelled to 
find a Special Verdict: and likewiſe his - 


| judgment upon the three points of * 
| VIZ. * 
by T, hat the warrant bas gal. 
| . - The 1. Was „ue executed... 


70 3+. That 


- . 
7 
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3. Wat the Seeretari es. of. State mere 
nor ih che acts of Parliament, 
Jame I. ar George Il. and conſequently, 5 
- that. the. ald will we gau the 
Menger... : 
* the efforts. of: the - 
Crown Lawyers againſt it, the Jury in- 
ſiſted upon their Right to find aGenzR AL 
_ Ve8picr, and they did fo, by giving the 
man (who had been in cuftody but a few 
Hours) THREE HyunDRED PoynDsDa- 
mages. Upon which the Council for the 
Crown immediately tendered a bill of ex- 
ceptions againſt the opinions of the Chief 
Juſtice, and the verdict of the Jury; which 
bill appeared ready engroffed upon · two 
Eins of parchment, and afforded a con- 
vincing proof that ſuch was the ſpirit and 
intention of Government, to ſupport theſe 
arbitrary proceedings, altho' they knew 
they were illegal; and, if poflible, by 
every delay, chicanery, and expence, to 
weary out their opponents, and m 
prevent the matter being finally deciged ; 
that a reſolution had been previouſly 3 | 
to object to the opinion of the judge, and 
ths verdict of the Jury, even before it 
N 4 could 
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could be known what that opinion, or 
what that verdict might be“. This con- 
duct did not paſs without a ſevere animad- * 
verſion, very much to the diſcredit of go- 
vernment. On the other hand the friends 
of Liberty were exceedingly elated: the 
public voice was with them ſtrongly and 
unanimouſly. There. was not an Eng- 
liſnman who did not either publicly or 
privately rejoice, with uncommon. plea- 
1 | ure, at this victory over an uſurped, un- 
conſtitutional and arbitrary power. This 
period ſeemed like another Revolution, 
_ giving freſh and further ſecurity to the 
future liberties of Engliſhmen. And in 
the midft of theſe rejoicings, the public 
did not fail. to pour forth the warmeſt 
teſtimonies of their affection and gratitude 
to the ſpirit and patriotiſm of Earl TzM- 
. PLE, who laid the foundation of this 
great palladium of Engliſh Liberty, and 
who ſeemed determined to ſpare neither 
pains nor expence, to carry on and finiſh 
this glorious and ever- memorable work. 


* The hang Judge declared from the bench, 
that the Attorney General, and his 3 knew 
his opinion before he knew it himſelf, ; = 
The 


5 r | 

The other Printers, to the number of 
about ſeventeen or eighteen, likewiſe 
brought actions againſt the Meſſengers, 
and all of them, even to the very errand- 
boy, recovered damages. 

Mr. WIL Ek Es alſo brought actions a- 
gainſt the Secretaries of State, Mr. Woop 
and Mr. WE ER; but his actions againſt 
thesecretaries of State never came to trial. 

That againſt Lord EGREMONN ended of 

courſe with his Lordſhip's death, which 
happened a few months afterwards. That 
againſt Lord HAL I Ax, which was the 
- moſt intereſting to thePublic, as the war- 
rant itſelf muſt have come in iſſue, and 
the legality of the whole proceeding, was 
evaded, by his Lordſhip caſting eſſoĩgns, 
pleading privilege, and at length ſtanding 
_ out in contempt of the Court, until Mr. 
- WiLKEs was outlawed, which deprived 
him of any further aſſiſtance from the 
Courts of juſtice. The particulars of this 
"nr! the reader will find in the note“. 


But 
9 8 Eſq; againſt then 8 
Earl of HALIr Ax and the three Or © ws gs 
Meſſengers who executed the art a” Ju * 
"penn warrant. ba t ot June 


and 


three weeks (19th of June, 17 1. E 
being ſummoned; caſt an effoign, which was ad- 


. peared, and pleaded the outlawry, _ 
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But the action againſt Mr. Woop-was 


brought to trial in the Court of Common 


' Pleas, on the 6th: of December, 1563. 


When the cauſe ſtood ready for trial, 
the Court was moved on the part of the 
nod uy _ defendant, | 


and returnable from the day of the Holy Tixini | 8 
63); and the. Earl 


journed until the 18th of November. Then comes 
in privilege: which being at an end, and all the eſ- 
ſoigns expired, a diſtringas was taken out, teſted 
the gth of May, being the firſt day of Eaſter term, 
1764, returnable from the day of Eaſter in five 
weeks (27th of May)—the Sheriff returns fofty 
ſhillings iſſues—T he Earl does not appear-—The 


Court directs fifty pounds iſſues— An alias diftringas 
is taken out, teſted the zoth of May; and return- 
able on the morrow of the Holy Trinity (Ich of 


June) the Sheriff returns his iſſues— The Earl ſtill 


refuſes to appear The Court orders five hundred 
pounds iſſues.— A pluries diſtringas is taken ut, 
teſted the firſt day of Trinity term (the 22d f 
June) and returnable in three werks of the Hol 


Trinity (the Bth of July). In November follow- 


9 


ing Mr. Wit Kes was outlawed ; then the Earl ap- 


When 1 ſee a Secretary of State obſtinately 
fighting with the laws of his country, uſing prixilege 
to the utmoſt, notwithſtanding it was the ground of 


the Royal complaint to the Commons againſt Mr. 


WiLKEs, availing himſelf of every practicable eſ- 
foign, and, at length, withſtanding all the proceſs 
and penalties.of a Court of Juſtice, to avoid trying 
the right of a tranſaction, which has never yet been 
directly 
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defendant; that he might be permitted to 
juſtify under the warrant, in order to bring 
the mater July and fairly before the Court ; 
which the Court, after conſideration, for 
that reaſon, and that only, allowed. But 
when the cauſe came to be tried, Mr. 


1 up; and perhaps waiting for an out- 
lawty of his proſecutor, in order then to mock the 
. Juſtice of his country fill more, by emeting an ap- 
pearance to the ſuit againſt him, at a time when his 
profecutor can no longer go on with it? I proteſt, 
altho' an old, ſober, private individual, 'that I loſe 
my temper, look for redreſs from ſame other quarter, 
and feel myſelf inclined 'to join in an addrels to the 
Commons of England, to take up the conſuleration, 
and go on with the proſecution of that cauſe, which 
every freeman ĩs intereſted in, and which the ordinary 
Courts of Juſſice have been fo long foiled in. I re- 
member what is Mr. Lock xs definition of liberty z 
What he makes the province of a court of judicature ; 
what the extent of the legiſlative power; and what, 
according to him, creates a diſſolution of all govern- 
ment. Who, under ſuch circumſtances, would 
blame n Jury, ſhould they at laſt have ſuch a Secretary 
brought before them, for giving extraordinary, ex- 
emplary damages, in terrorem Eſpecially, if they 
mould have all imaginable foundation for believing 
the judgment, upon ſuch verdict, will be delayed by 
every artifice of bills of exceptions, ſpecial verdicts, 
motions for new trial, writs of error, &c. that can 
be practiſed, in order to prevent all effect from it, 
and to overbear, in the long run the poor proſecutar 
e 


a by dint of expence,” Father of Gander. N 


Ls. 88 A 1 + £ * - 
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Woop, 
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Woobp, by che advice of his Counſel, 
and to the ſurprize of the Chief Juſtice, 
deſerted his juſtification, declined the op- 
portunity which the Court had indulged 
him with, of bringing the validity of the 
warrant into debate, and reſorted to'the 
_ objeftion which had been urged in the 
trial of the Meſſengers, namely, that the 
Secretary of State was a Juſtice of Peace, 
and therefore onght to have been made a 
party « defendant in the ſuit.” . a 

Mr. WII kEõ in his declaration com- 
plained, that Mr. Wood entered his houſe, 
made a great noiſe and diſturbance, and 
ſtaid therein twelve hours; broke open 
his locks, drawers, cabinets and nn 
and took away his papers. | 
To this Mr. Wood pleaded, , Not 
Guilty: and, ſecond! „ juſtified as to en- 
tering the houſe and ſtaying in it half an 
hour, but did not mention a word about 
opening his drawers and ſeizing his 1 
pers, which was the great treſpaſs... He 
ſtated the King's Speech of the 1th of 
April, 1763; the publication of the North . 
Briton on the23d; that Mr. WiLKzs was 


| 7 ä 5 . 


. 


g 


1 
publiſher and author of that paper; that 
the Meſſengers entered Mr. WIILREKES“s 
houſe with a Conſtable ; that Mr. Woop, 
being an aſſiſtant toLordHariraxinhis 
office, went to Mr. WiLKEs's to deliver a 
meſſage from his Lordſhip, requiring the 
Meſſengers to haſten the execution of 
their warrant; and upon that occaſion he 
entered Mr. W1LKEts's houſe, the door 
being opened, and ſtaid therein half an 
hour; and that was all he did. 5 
| To this Mr. WiLkes replied, that Mr. 
S Wo without ſuch cauſe as was by him 
alledged(which was denying the truth of 
the material fa&t,viz.**ThatMr.WiLlKkes 
was author and publiſher”) entered his 
houſe, and ſtaid therein half an hour, 
which was putting this mighty plea in iſ- 
ſue. TheJury,which was a ſpecial one, at 
the defehdant's inſtance, found both / 
ſues for Mr. WIL KES; and, conſequently, 
upon the ſecond iflue (the ſpecial juſ- 
tification) acquitted Mr. WIL EES as 
author and publiſher of the (original) 
North Briton, Number Forty-five ; 
and they gave him a. thouſand pounds 
damages. But a bill of exceptions, 
p was, 


„ 


can do or order. 
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wat, as uſual, tendered; againſt: itz and 
it was not until the ſpring 1760, that the 
was paid. However, this trial 
and verdict were Waring to che 


ad ® Lale 


s is ſaid the following words cloſed the charge 
to the Jury on this important occaſion: - 

This warrant is unconſtitutional, illegal, and 
abſolutely void; it is a general warrant, directed 
to four Meſſengers, to take up any perſons, 2 
naming or deſcribing them with any * 
to dogg them, together with their papers, If it be 

good, a Secretary of State can —— and depute 

any one of he Hege or any, even from the 

loweſt of the people, to 3 examinations, to 

commit or releaſe, and, in fine, to do every act 

which. the higheſt udicial officers the law knows 

There is no authority in our law 

books that mentions theſe kinds of hn nov but 
in expreſs terms condemn them. 

« Upon the matureſt noe ant" I am bold to 
fay, that this warrant is illegal ; but I am far from 
wiſhing a matter of this conſequence ſhould reſt 
Glee upon my opinion: I am one of twelve, whoſe 
Opinions I am deſirous ſhould be taken in this matter 
and Lam very willing to allow myſ yſelf the meaneſt of 
the twelve. There is alſo a ſtill higher Court, before 
which this matter may be canvaſled, and whoſe de» 
termination is final; and here [cannothelp obſerving 
the happineſs of our conſtitution, in admitting theſe 
appeals, in conſequence of which, material points 
are determined on the moſt mature conſideration,” . 
and with the greateſt ſolemnity. To this admirable 
delay of the law (for in this caſe the law's delay may 
be ſtiled admirable) I believe jt is chiefly owing, that 

we 


— 
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aws, which any nation on the face of the 


efroneous, 


as a rod of iron for the chaſtiſement of the 
of Great Britain,” 


p 


Next morning the Scotchman came again 


found in his pocket, which he pretended he h 


Liberty of the ſubject ; for everyEngliſh- 
man had now the ſatisfaction of ſeeing that 
his houſe was his caſtle; that he might, 
and in all probability in future would, 


ſleep 


we poſſeſs the beſt digeſted and moſt excellent body 


g'obe, | 


whether ancient or modern, Huld ever boaſt of, If 
theſe higher juriſdictions ſhould declare my opinion 

ſubmit, as will become me, and kiſs 
the rod; but I muſt ſay, I ſhall always conſider it 


people 


A few minutes after this verdict was given for 
Mr. Wilkes, a man knocked at his door, deſiring to 
peak with him on particular buſineſs ; but it appear- 
ing by his dialect that he was a Scotchman, and being 
beſides an entire ſtranger, he was refuſed admittance; 
on which he went away to a coffee-houſe near Par- 
liament-ſtreet, where he was over- heard to declare, 
that himſelf and ten more men were determined to 
cut Mr. Wilkes off, let the event be what it would. 
The perſon who heard him make this declaration, 
immediately informed Mr. Wilkes of it by letter. 


to Mr. 


Wilkes's, bringing a letter ſigned Alexander Dun, 
the purport of which was, to beg an interview with 
Mr. Wilkes, on an affair of the moſt intereſting na- 
ture. He was deſited to call again at one o'clock, 
which he did accordingly; and ſeven o'clock being 
then appointed, as he was going gut at the parlour- 
door, two gentlemen, who had placed themſelves 

'  behindit, ſeized him by each arm, and lung him on 
his back. On ſearching him, a new penknife was 


ad pur- 
chaſed 
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leepi in peace and ſecurity, andifturhed by 
King's Meſſengers, orSecretaries of State's 
warrants. In a word, every man felt a 
comfort in being relieved from the fears 
of ſuch viſitants. There was not a word of- 
fered in juſtification of the ſeizure of pa- 
pers, ſo fully were Mr. Wood's advocates 
convinced that th point was entirely i in- 
defenſible: an attempt, indeed, was made 
to read one of them, but even this the 
Attorney General (Mr. Nox rox at this 
time) treated as ſo abominable an imputa- 
tion upon his character, that he dĩſclaĩimed 
in the moſt ſolemn and public manger, 


chaſed about nine months ago ; on being farther 
queſtioned, he ſaid {ix months, and at laſt owned he 
bought it at Chatham about a fortnight ſince. Upon 
this he was taken immediately into cuſtody by a Tip- 
ſtaff, then preſent for that purpoſe, was carried next 
morning before one of the Judges, and a complaine 
likewile exhibited againſt him in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, who thereupon ordered the Fipſtaff, in whoſe 
cuſtody he was, to bring him to the bar; but when 
he was there, though not t examined, the Houſe were 
of opinion he was inne, and therefore N 
him. 

It is the obſervation of Machiavel, that in all 
eaſes, not only of aſſaſſination, but of deep danger, 
no man ſhould be employed Who is * and en- 
tirely in his te 8 


— 


the 
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the idea of making any uſe of ſuch. eyi⸗ 
F dence fo procured. It is obſervable, 


that had this ſecond plea. of juſtification F 


been found againſt Mc, WII R Es, it would 


; have been concluſive evidence of his be⸗ 
ing both author and publiſher of the North 
Briton: this was the opinion of the Chief 
- Juſtice; andif that would have condems 
ned him; why ought not this verdict to 
have acquitted him? If any one doubts of 
this, he will find the doctrine is ſettled. by 
the Houſe of Peers. In Lord Lova rs 
trial (page 74) witneſſes were brought, 
vho could prove that ou MURRAV, of 
| Broughton, did not ſurrender himſelf 
within the time directed by the act of at- 
tainder of the 19th of King George tlie 
Second. The record of the Court of 
King's Bench was produced, in which 
Jon Munk A vx pleaded, that he did fur- 
render himſelf; and the Attorney Genera, 
confeſſed the truth of the plea; and tho! 
Lord Lovar was no party to this record, 
| and i it was underſtood without doors to be 
entered up to make an uſe of Murr ar, 


* the Lords would not ſuffer Lord — 
"i Was 
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VAT to adduce witneſſes to Intrackck 5 it, 
as it was a record of the higheſt nature, 


and could not be averred 


againſt. The 


importance of verdicts is univerſally ac- 
knowledged, and it is well known'in how 
miraculous a manner that ſincere friend 
to Liberty,SirJoszynJeKYLL, turned the 
Houſe of Commons, by his memorable 


ſpeech upon the conſequences of a verdict 


in the caſe of the Marlborough election, 
that great man ſaid, ©* he would die on 


that 


ſpot before he would ever give his 


aſſent to, or permit to paſs, in his bear- 
ing, without entering his ſolemn proteſt. 
againſt it; a determination ſo fatal to 


the conſtitution and to the fundamental 


principles of law, and which would be 


rejected with indignation in every Court 


% of Juſtice in Weſtminſter Hall.” bees 
The trial of the action againſt Mr. 

WB, was poſtponedn. Re 
The expence of carrying on all theſs L 


proſecutions was, undoubtedly, very great. 
What the exact ſum was, is not material. 


Certain it is, that had not money been 


5 


found W proceedings of tbe 


Secre- 
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FOOTY ofs State, m all thoſe of pr: pre- | 
ceding Secretaries, would have _ bu- 
ried. in oblivion, and theſe determinations 
fo materially, intereſting 1 to the public, and 
of ſuch ineſtimable ſecutity to the Liber- 
ties of the ſubject, would not have hap- | 
pened. The merit, therefore, of theſe 
great events will be found, upon recollec- 
tion, to be almoſt excluſively due to two 
perſons; Hrſt, to Earl TEM LE, for his 
public-ſpirited liberality and diſintereſted 
patriotiſm, in bringing theſe grievances | 
before a Court of Juſtice ; and next to 
the Chief Juſtice of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas, for his noble and intrepld re- 
ſolation in declaring the law, and thoſe 
great and important deciſions which he 
made ſo much to his. own honour and 
the glory of the Engliſh conſtitution. 
While theſe proſecutions were carrying 
on, Mr. WIL xzs erected a printing preſs 
in his own houſe, and hired a number of 
Journeymen Printers to reprint the North 
Briton in volumes, and other pieces, which 
he had found} by experience, other Prin- 
ters would not undertake. This my was 
+ 90. 
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not only very diſagreeable to his friends, 
but contrary to their warmeſt and ſtrongeſt 
remonſtrances. T hey repeatedly repre- 
ſented to him the great and imminent 
danger of putting a ſet of low, illiberal 
fellows into the poſſeſſion of ſome of his 
moſt valuable ſecrets, at a time ſo critical 
as this was, when it behoved government, 
at all events, to get at him, if poſſible. 
They foretold almoſt every one of thole 
unfortunate conſequences which followed 
from this - obſtinate, and, to him, moſt 
miſchievous imprudence: but he Was 
proof againſt all perſuaſion. The firſt 
production of his preſs, was, © Propofals 
« for printing, by ſubſcription, the pro- 
« ceedings of the Adminiſtration, in his 
« caſe, price one guinea.” This was 
likewiſe diſapproved by his friends. It 

; carried with it an air of mendication to 
the public, which was below his charac- |f 
ter and the importance of his cauſe; and 
did not fail of exciting ſevere” ridicule, , | 
and cenſure from his enemies. His ex- 
cuſe for this act of folly,” was, that a 
great number of his friends in the city, 


and 
5 * 0 
: 9 
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and Elſewhere, moſt of whom he did 
not know; deſired to ſee ſome: channel. 
opened through which they; might 
convey t their contributions towards car- 
'rying on the great cauſe of Liberty, 
in which they were all ſo materially 
intereſted... A few of the party, like- 
Wiſe, promiſed to ſubſoribe, apdothers 
promiſed to do great things among 
their friends. But his moſt. ſincere and 
principal friends were fo ſtruck: with 
the very mention only of this unac- 
countable ſupplication, that they beg- 
ged of him, in the maſt preſſing man- 
ner, not to diſtribute: thaſe propoſals; 
Which they aſſured him would infalli- 
bly injure him in the public eſteem, 
without procuring him any real ad- 


vantage whatever. This was exactly 


the caſe; the public did not approve 
of them, his pretended friends deceived 
him, and wp few: ee were 
obtained. | | 

The next piece he coultd to be Printed 
1 his preſs was, part of an obſcene 


T1953 3h O 3 poem, 
” a ' : 8 
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= entitled, An Eſſay an Wa- 
But he permitted only twelve 
cops: to be ' ſtruck offi and while 
theſe were doing, he was always pres 
ſent, and took every poſſible precau- 
tion of ſecrecy, ayd to prevent any 
body about him from having a copy. 
But notwithſtanding all his care; ewo 
or three copies were ſeolen by bis. 
workmen ; and theſe were ſhewn a» 
bout” as papers of curioſity - to other; 
Printers. At length a few pages fell 
into the hands of one Haſl, a work» 
man who belonged to one Mr. Faden, 
a Printer in Fleet-ſtreet. This man 
and his maſter were ſaid to have been 
indefatigable in attempting to bribe 
and corrupt all the Printers in Mr. 
WirXXS's houſe, in order to get the 
remainder. To one man only» fine. 
guineas were given, but he could not 
ſerve. them. At length, however, they 
fixed upon one Curry, another of Mg. 
WiIxIS'Ss workmen, who, after a 


ſhort 9 * their wants ;. 


To 


1 8 and 
3 


(a)... 
and afterwards became the tool of 
Adminiſtration in the proſecutions 
and other an. ws, cunt Mr. 
. f 

The few pages which Mr. Faden 
had already obtained, he in the mean 

time had ſhewn to one Mr. Kidgel, 
at that time Chaplain to Lord Marcy, 
and that pious Clergyman was ſo ſhock- 
ed with the obſcenity: contained in 

them, that he was exceeding defir- 

ous of obtaining, if ſuch a thing 

was poſſible, the remainder of the 

work; and in that caſe, it was firſt 

agreed upon between them, to re- 

print the poem with notes and re- 
marks by Mr, Nigel, in a ſeries of ; 
letters in the Public Ledger, a daily 
paper, of which Mr. Faden is the 
Printer.” But upon more deliberate 
reflection, they wiſely apprehended 

greater emolument might be derived 
from it, by offering it up as an aſſiſt- 

3 ant to Government, to facilitate the 

intended deſtruction of Mr. Wilkes. 

With this view Mr. Kidge/ commu- 

> "> nicated 


Ty 0 
IS nicated the ſheets. to his patron Lais * 
Makcn, who laid them before the Sex. 
|  exetaries of State, From that moment WM 
it was reſolved to proſecute. Mr. 
WIIXES for publiſping this idle piece. 
It is but fair to remark, that if the 
os work had been ten thouſand times 
wWorſe than it was, „yet it would fall far 
5 Mort in infamy to the traiterous me- 
ſtdods employed to bring it to a pro- 
ſecution.“ And Mr. WiLKes's own 
obſervation on this matter is too juſt, 
not to be convincing, © # That if the 
North Briton had never appeared, the 
Eflay on Woman would never have been 
called in queſtion.“ 7-0 
Hille next employed his 3 in 
Printing the firſt forty-five numbers of 
5 the North Briton, in two volumes, N 1 
1 with notes and ſome corrections; to 
0 Which he alſo added a third volume, 
which has net yet been publiſhed. 
It. was for this act of imprudence 
| that he afterwards ſuffered. - Hitherto 
[| Ke had made it his boaſt, that ſo ex» 
1 N > lh wtremely 
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nx cautious had the author of 0 
that Briton been, the Miniſtry . 
were not in poſſeſſion of any legal and 
poſitive evidence againſt him. What 
a ſtrange and unaccountable act of im- 
prudence then was this, to furniſh his 
enemies with © the- poſſibility only of 
obtaining evidence for his own de- 
ſtruction ! Earl TzmPLE repeatedly - 
adviſed him againſt taking this unne- 
ceſſary ſtep, and took uncommon. pains 
to cohvince him of the danger to 
which he expoſed himſelf by it. But 
Mr. f WII KES had laid down the plan 
of his conduct, and he was too firm 
in his reſolution to make any alteration 
in it. All his friends joined in re- 
preſenting to him the folly and danger 
of introducing that printing preſs into 
his houſe; but he was immoveable. 
Unfortunate man, who had the greateſt 
cauſe of Public Liberty in his hands, 
which had ever agitated the minds of 
men, and refuſed to follow the advice 
of his onde | Had he, upon his 
diſcharge 
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diſcharge by the Court of Common Pleas, 
reſted himſelf contented and quiet, 
while his friends carried on all the neceſ- 
ſary proſecutions againſt his enemies, he 
would have had the honour of all the 
victories ; and the North Briton itſelf/as 
it was publiſhed in the city of London, 
and as there was not ſufficient evidence to 
reach Mr. WIL EES, muſt have been tried 
by a London Jury: and whether the ſen- 
timents of ſuch a Jury might have agreed 
1 with thoſe of the Weſtminſter Jury, 
; which was afterwards choſen, is not ma- 
f terial, as the verdict could not have affected 
ö Mr. WIL EES; therefore he might have 
= been perfectly ſafe ; and; as to the Pub- 
| licher, it is very certain he would not 
have been friendleſs. In that caſe, Mr. 
Wirkxs muſt indubitably have triumph- 
ed over the Adminiſtration; and its impob: 
fible to ſay what might not have been the 
conſequences of a victory ſo complete and 
extenſive, But the faireſt proſpect, and 
the moſt promiſing certainty of accom - 
N bern for ever, tha ruin of that: 
| 4 Admi- 
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Adminiſtration, he precipitately. deſtroy- 
ech by wantonly and obſtinately laying 
the foundation, of his o mn. 
However, the ſervices which through 
him have been done to the Liberties of 
his country; the incredible rage of more 
than brutal malice, and the inhuman ſpi- 
rit of perſecution, by which he was un- 
fairly cruſhed; the defiance. which his 
cruel enemies bid. to every reſtraint of 
Law, Liberty and: Juſtice, : in order to 
= deſtroy him; and the compaſſion that is 
nos due to his ſufferings, ought. to draw 
= 2; veil-over his political errors, and bury 
the. remembrence of them for ever. 
When he: had - finiſhed printing. the 
two. volumes of the North Briton, and 
given the neceſſary directions for publiſh- 
ing them to the world at large, he retired 
to France for a few; weeks. During, his 
ſhort ſtay at Paris, he was inſulted by one 
Captain Forbes, a Scotch Officer in the 
French ſervice, who undertook. to revenge 
all the injuries done to his country by the 
North Briton, which no more belonged 
en to any-other man; hut ſuch 
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_ where it being ſoon known-that he had 
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was then, and probably is ill, the cont 


federated enmity of the people of Scot- 
land againſt Mr. WII kES, on account of 
that ſatirical paper, that it was no wonder 
to ſee this man heated with malice, and 
probably encouraged by money and pro- 


miſes from England, taking advantage of 
Mr. Wir kxs's reſidence in Paris, the more 
ſecurely to execute his baſe and unptovo- 


ked deſign. Mr. W1Lxss declined fight- 
ing him at the inſtant of their firſt meet- 
ing in the public ſtreet, but told him 


| Where he lodged; the Captain came, but 


brought no ſecond. The affair preſently 
came to the ears of the Marſhals of France, 


who put Mr. Wilkes under an arreſt. 
Forbes took refuge in the houſe of Al Rx. 
Monk Ax, Eſq; Who formerly made ſo 


much noiſe in England, and who now 


afforded this man an aſylum. However 


Mr. Wirxrxs acquainted Mr. Murray, 
by letter, that he would meet Forbes at 


Menin, the firſt town in Auſtrian Flan- 


ders. But Forbes had fled to England, 


* againſt the government inthe Scot= 
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rſh rebellion of 1745, his friends, to 
prevent his coming under the cognizance 
of the law as a rebel, procured him a 
commiſſion in the ſervice of the King ot 
r N 


Lord Bute returns from e and 
© reſolves to alter the Miniſtry. Negotiates 
weith Mr. Pitt. Duke of Leeds propoſed 


or Prefident of the Council. That no- 


x: © 


* 


Mr. Pitt. Conferences between hit Ma- 


jeſy and Mr. Pitt. The negotiation 


- breakroff, and why. Duke of Bedford 


mad Preſident of the Council, and Lord . 
Sandwich Secretary of State. Lord Bute 
goes into the country. The rotten part of © 


tbelAinority abandon their treacherousen- 
| |, . e ts. Mr. Charkes 2 orke reſigns, 


* 


mination oppoſed by Lord Bute. Death 
" of Lord Egremont. Lord Bute meets 


8 ſoon. as the popular heats were a 
little ſubſided, the Earl of Bux 
returned from nnn and being ever 
5 unſteady wk 
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unſteady in his refolations, he VER W 
form à deſign of unmaking the adtminif. 
tration he had ſo lately made ; or at leiſt 
of making fuch alterations in ir q as ſhould 
give it a new and different complexion. 
It had ever been his wiſh to reſtore Mr. 
P1TT, but under ſuch limitations as ſhould 
leave himſelf in full poſſeſſion of a ſecret 
and over-ruling influence; and he had, for 
a conſiderable time, . entertained himſelf 
with the hopes of accompliſhing this dar- 
ling plan of clandeſtine politics; as no- 
thing could fo effectually ſecure him from 
the hatred of the people, and give perma- 
nency to his power in the court. And it 
is more than probable, he knew his chan- 
nel of conveyance to Mr. Pi r; and that 
a communication had, for ſome time, been 
opened between them, elſe what reaſon 
can be given for Mr. Bxcxrokp's conduct, 
who was Lord Mayor of London at the 
time of making the peace, in not calling 
a Court of Common Council, to prepare 
and-preſent petitions to Parliament againſt 
the Preliminary Articles. This behaviour 
would have been e and worthy the 
metro- 
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Atte gels of 
& louſly . thoſe articles, and the 
ueaty itſelf. If that ſtep had been taken, 
it is not very probable the vote of appro- 
bation would have been ſo much to the 
Faroarite Honour. 
The Earl of 3 Preſident —— 
ef the Council, had been dead ſome 
time, and the council-chair had ever 
fince remained vacant. That circum- 
ſtance ſeemed to afford an opening for 
his Lordſhip to try his intended expe- 
riments. The Miniſters propoſed fil- 
ling the council-chair with the Duke of 
LEzps, but Lord Bur oppoſed their 
nomination, and they had not ſtrength 
nor weight en6ugh to inſiſt upon it. 
That nomination was not agteeable to 
his Lordſhip's plan; which though not | 
fixed, was yet ſufficiently deterinincd to 
diate that excluſion. Therefore, the 
council-chair continued empty ſome time 
longer. 3 . 
1 September che Earl of EcRE- 
uon died. This was an event the 
moſt favourable to Lord BUT E- s de- 
W ſigns that can be imagined, and he de- 4 
termined f 
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$KINE. to open the matter to Mr. Alder- 
man BzcxFoRD.. Through this chan- 


nel offers were made to Mr. PI r 


to come into the Adminiſtration... A 
conference was inſtantly. agreed. upon 
between the Principals, - ang Mr. 


Becxror” s, in Soho-ſquare, vas Hx⸗ 


ed upon for the place of meeting. But 


afterwards Lord Bu rx altered his mind, 
and did not chuſe to go to Mr. Beck- 
ronp's, but went in diſguiſe, in the 
own houſe in Jermyn-ſtreet, He 225 
Mr. PitT extremely willing to re: poſ- 


ſeſs his late Office; Hit the acceptance 


of another very important and moſt 
capital condition, which his Lordſhip 


_ wiſhed, Mr. PirT obſtructed with in- 
ſuperable difficulties. It was, that the 
Earl of NorxTHUMBERLAND - ſhould 


be firſt Lord of the Treaſury. <4 When 
the Earl of Bur found this project in- 
admiſſible, he reſorted to a ſecond ex- 


pedient for gaining Mr. Pirr, by pro- 
FO 


_ termined to ſtrike the ſtroke immediate- 5 
ly. He firſt employed Sir HARRY K- 


= 


= Sal 
| poſing ſuch arrangements as might Gftch 
the removal of thoſe among the King's 
Jervants, whom that Gentleman did not 
approve in the ſtations they then held; 
and he parted from Mr. P1TT ir in a belief 
that the latter would engage in the Ad- 
| miniſtration.” In conſequence of this 
| opinion, Mr. PiTT was introduced to the 
KN, at the Queen's palace, on Satur- 
day the 29th of September 1763. What 
the particulats of this, and a ſecond con- 
ference, which was held on the Monday 
following, were, have not tranſpired, nor 
in all probability ever will. The very 
few who are really acquainted with them, 


| honour, to diſcloſe ſecrets of ſo delicate 
a nature. But the reader cannot be totally 
at a loſs to gueſs at ſome part of them, 
by what has been already related of what 
paſſed between Mr. Pr r and Lord BüurE. 
Thoſe conditions were ſuch as Mr. PITT 
could not accept ; and at the ſecond con- 
ference, which he had the honour to have 
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have too much confidence, and too much 
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with his MAjESsTy, he excuſed himſelf 


from then entering into his MAJESTY $ 
ſervice, upon which the whole negoti- 
ation broke off. Thus it is clear and un- 


doubted, that Lord Bur x had the merit 


of bringing on this negotiation; and it 
may be added, without the leaſt hazard of 
contradiction, that to him like wiſe belongs 
the merit of its miſcarriage; for he began 
to be afraid of his own filly work. He 


probably conſidered, that the adminiſtra- 
tion already in office, weak and incapable 


as he acknowledged them to be, would 
prove more tractable ſcreens to his former 
miſconduct, and the continuance of his 
power, than he ſhould find Lord TRM. 
PLE, Mr. Pirr, and their collegues, 


who he was aſſured would, if poſſible, 


annihilate his influence in buſineſs. Hisown 


heart, therefore, failing him, as it had 
done, before, when he fled from his own 
victory and ran away to Harrowgate, he 


broke off the negociation more precipi- 
tately than he brought it on, And the 


many 


( 219 ) 


many Noblemen and Gentlemen in the 


oppoſition, who had haſtened to town in 
expectation of being gratified with good 
places, returned to the country with leſs 
pleaſure than they left it. 

There being an end for the praſetit of 
this plan of adminiſtration, the ſubſiſting 
Miniſters were indulged with remaining 
in the offices they then held, and were 
permitted to call in ſuch aſſiſtance as 
they thought moſt proper and neceſſary. 
In conſequence of this permiſſion, the 
Duke of BeprorRD, who had retired in a 
ſlight diſguſt ſoon after his return from 
France, was ſent for, and deſired to ac- 


cept of the office of Lord Preſident of 


his Majeſty's Council. His Grace was a 
man of more weight and intereſt, and 
had been more experienced in buſineſs 
than the Duke of -Lzevs, which, in all 
probability, were the reaſons which led 
the Miniſters from their former purpoſe. 
The ſuperior character of the Duke, and 
the great ſtrength: he brought with him 
to the adminiſtration, gave it the appella- 

| „ "4 one 


* 


- (220) 
tion of the Duke of Bedford s Miniſiry. 
Lord SAN Dpwien, who, in the laſt 
change, had been promoted to the Admi- 
ralty upon the intereſt of Lord Hor - 
LAND, was now conſidered as the next 
moſt uſeful man, and him they reſolved 
to make Secretary of State, in the room 
of the late Lord EG6REMoNnT A and Lord 
EcMonT ſupplied Lord SANpwICRH's 
place at the Admiralty. When theſe ar- 
rangements were made, the adminiſtration 
thought themſelves ſtrong enough to face 
the Parliament. But to ſecure the ſtability 
of their ſyſtem, and give it anair of per- 
manency with the public, the obvious and 
neceſſary meaſure was to get rid of the 
fickle hand of the Favourite. Whilſt 
that was hanging over them, their ſituations 
were apparently unſafe ; therefore they 
demanded his abſence. He affured them 
in the ſtrongeſt manner, he would not 
interfere in any of their departments, nor 
in buſineſs of any kind. But they diſre- 
garded his promiſes, having found him 
deceitful ; and having entered into a ſepa» 
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62212) 
rate intereſt, by which they had acquired 
an independent ſtrength, they firmly in- 
ſiſted upon it. Public buſineſs being no- 
in a condition too nice and critical to ha- 
zard throwing the State into confuſion, he 
was forced to comply; and conſented to 
paſs his winter at his new eſtate in Bedford- 
ſhire “. This maxim of baniſhing the 


Favou- 


* One of his Friends has given the following account 
his conduct. 1 

The E. of B. had no hand in either of the two 
promotions juſt now ſpoke of; for, upon the failure, 
of his ſyſtem, he reſolved to concern himſelf no 
more.in the affairs of adminiſtration. He ſaw it im- 
poſſible to mix in their conſultations with friendly in- 

tercourſe ; a Miniſter being at the head of the ＋ 
ſury whom he had ſo lately conſented to diſplace for 
the ſake of Mr. Pitt. He faw it to be equally im- 
practicable, if he was willing, to offer ſecret advice 
to his Sovereign, independently of his official Mi- 
niſters;; for, if they had a ſpark of dignity, or even 
a grain ot pride in their compoſitions, they could 
not continue a day in the K's ſervice, after finding 
their ſentiments in buſineſs, or recommendations to 
office, over- ruled, or other meaſures and promotions 
obtruded upon them, by a perſon with whom they 
had ſo recently been offended. He wrote a letter, 
therefore, (not to Mr. Grenville, or any other of 
the Miniſters) but to his gracious Sovereign, humbly 
ſtating the reſolution, - which, for the K's ſervice, 1 
well as for his own eaſe, he had thought himſeif ob- 
liged to take; and then to remove, if poffible,” all 
28 occa- 


6 
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Favoutite, did not, for a time, at leaſt," 
afford that idea of ſecurity to the admi- 


niſtration in the opinions of others, which 
it really produced. He was known to be 


occaſions of jealouſy, be retired to his houſe in Bed- 
fordſhire for the whole enſuing winter 1763-4. 
Now, becauſe it is not my purpoſe to dreſs up 
an artificial tale, I do aſſert what I moſt ſincerely and 
honeſtly believe, and think 1 have folid grounds for 
believing, that, from the period when his plan miſ- 
carried of ſtrengthening Government by the acquiſt- 
tion of Mr, Pitt, in Autumn 1763, he hath bee: a 
private man, taking no ſhare or part whatſoever in 
any of the proceedings of Adminiftration, or acts of 
Stare, either by conſultation with the ſervants of the 
Crown, or by diſcourſe and ſecret ſuggeſtion to the 
high Ne who ſo worthily wears it. 
he letter abovementioned gave Mr. Grenville 
no claim to expect of the E. of B. his retirement 
from the concerns of State; no right to complain of 
breach of faith, if he ſhould afrerwinks head 
forwards and been received by the Crown into the 
management of affairs, either open or avowed, or 
ſecret and confidential; becauſe that letter had no- 
thing in it of the nature of a compact wich Mr. 
Grenville, or any other perſon: 1 475.5" 
be any part of his inducements for continuin 
fice, after the ſlight he had met with in Rela Mr. 
Pitt fo much preterred before him by the negociation 
of September 1763 ; fur the letter was not wrote 
till he had dipeffed that indignity, and agreed to = 
in the K 's fervice ; nay, there was a 
the letter, which expreſsly mentioned Mr. Grenville's $ 
determination to keep his employment, as an event 
chat had then actuaily taken place. 
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. 
inconſtant; the late negotiation manifeſted 
his power ; and it was believed, and ex- 
py he would ſoon re-appear ; there- 
fore many apprehended that the hoſtility 
now practiſed towards him, was impru- 


y dent, and might lay the foundation of 
a total change of Miniſters. In the agi- 


tation of thefe hopes and fears, which 
were 'variouſly predominant, the rotten' 
part of the Minority, who had deſerted 
from the true friends of Liberty, and had 


entered into thoſe infamous engagements 
to ſupport General Warrants, and vote 


away the privilege of Parliament, already 
ſpoken of, now finding that the ſtrength 
and popularity of the cauſe had ſhook the 
Adminiſtration, abandonied thoſe engage- 
ments; becauſe they thought the beſt of - 
the lay was on the fide of the Oppoſition. 
They believed there was a proſpect of 
coming in with their friends, whom they 


had ſo lately offered to betray, and whoſe 


patriotic and ſpirited conduct they now 
confeſſed and extolled. They begged 


' pardon of thoſe friends, and ſolicited to be 
taken into fayour. Good men are never 
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malicious : they were forgiven ; and tho" 
not quite clear of ſuſpicion, that they 
would, again deſert, if there ſhould be a 
probability of their getting into office, yet 
it was ſenſibly urged, that when a party ĩs 

once formed, it muſt have numbers to 
give ĩt weight, therefore theſe were better. 
than none; and if they agreed to defend 
and ſupport Liberty, with the others wha 
really loved it, it, was not material what 
were their views. When theſe diffe- 
rences, therefore, no longer ſubſiſted, and 
when, according to all human probability, 
and the ſentiments of the beft. and wiſeſt 
men of both parties, the adminiſtration, 
notwithſtandin g its late repairs, could not 
ſtand till the meeting of Parliament, 


the Hon. Mr. LoRRx reſigned his poſt of 


Attorney General. His reaſons for leaving 


the Court are not of importance: perhaps 


he thought i it would be moſt to his advan- 


tage to refign early, in order to have the 


merit of coming out a pure and unſpotted 
Whig, to join the party of that name, 
who had twice changed their principles i in 


the | 
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Wc: ſpace of a fe months. Sir FEE TC EA 
osron was made ne e in 
f room. 


:EWA'TF. "XVI. 


. Parliament meets. His Majeſty s 1. 
_ F/77 concerning. Mr. Wilkes. _ Remark. 
The. North Britn-voted a Libel... Mr. 
Wilkes complains ef a breach of: privilege. 
Complaint againſt the Efſay on Woman. 
Letters between; Mr. Wilkes and Mr. 
Martin: Duel between them. Both 
Houſes vote away privilege in the caſe g 
4. TLilel. Proteſt. againſt it. Duke 4 
EE thi rejuſes to ſign that Proteſt. 


HE Adminiſtration having deter- | 
f mined to meet the Parliament, the 
me was called on the 15th of Nov. 
7 1763. All the neceſſary information ſuffi- 
ient to ground reſolutions, perhaps already 
; formed, for the condemnation, and if poſſi- 
ie the deſtruction of Mr. Wir Ekxs, had by 

this time been procured. Faden, the Printer, 
ad been extremely induſtrious; he had ſe 
Wcurcd Curry, one of Mr. Wiikes's journey 


— 
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men, to become the thorough- paced tool of 1 
Government; and Mr. Wr ERB had been 
acquainted with the extraordinary evi- 
| dence this man was ready to give. By 
theſe two worthy gentlemen, was one i 
of Mr. Wirxes's ſervants corrupted to Y 
betray his maſter's ſecrets, to become 
evidence againſt him before the Par- if 
lament, and the Courts of Juſtice, with i 
reſpect to printing both the North Britons | 
and the Eſſay on Woman. This fellow 
was the only poſitive evidence that Go- 
vernment could bring againſt Mr. W1Lxes. i 
And he went through all this dirty work, 
_ with ſach dexterity andadroitneſs, that he 
ſeemed to have been well prepared and 
inſtructed, for this infamous buſineſs. 
The day of the meeting of Parliament, 
Kidgel, Webb, Faden, Haſſal, and Curry, 
dined together and held a grand confe- 
rence, at one of the Taverns in Weſtmin- 
ſter, in order, no doubt, to arrange and 
fix their weighty affairs. 
As ſoon as the ſeſſions was opened, Mr. 


| 3 


Witkes (who had been ſome time re- 
turned from France) offered to make a 
TT <2 p . 4 
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AF mplaint of a breach of the privileges of 
dliament. But Mr. GRENVIIIE, Chan- 
Nuor of the Exchequer, had a meſſage 
m the King to communicate to the 
ouſe, and it was determined to hear that 

a: though a complaint of a breach of 
eilege generally takes place of every 
ing elſe. But this was not the only in- 

ance of the unexpected complaiſance of 
e Houſe of Commons to the views of 
e Crown. The meſſage was to this 
eg: ' 77 ole af £4 
That his Majeſty having received in- 
formation, that Joun WiLxzs, Eſq; a 
. Member of that Houſe, was the author of 
Wa moſt ſeditious and dangerous libel, pub- 
= liſhed fince the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, 
he had cauſed the ſaid Joun WIL «es, Eſq; 
W to be apprehended and ſecured, in order 
to his being tried for the ſame, by due 
courſe of law; and Mr. WiLxes having 
been diſcharged out of cuſtody by the 
Court of Common Pleas, upon account of 
his privilege as a Member of that Houſe ; 
and having, when called upon by the 
legal ptoceſs of the Court of King's Bench, 

: ſtood 
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men, to become the thorough-paced tool of 
Government; and Mr. WEBER had been 
acquainted with the extraordinary evis - 
| dence this man was ready to give. By 
theſe two worthy gentlemen, was one 
of Mr. Witxes's ſervants corrupted to 
betray his maſter's ſecrets, to become 
evidence againſt him before the Par- 
liament, and the Courts of Juſtice, with 
reſpe& to printing both the North Britons 
and the Eſſay on Woman. This fellow 
was the only poſitive evidence that Go- 
vernment could bring againſt Mr. WII kESõ. 
And he went through all this dirty work, 
with ſuch dexterity andadroitneſs, that he 
ſeemed to have been well prepared and 
inſtructed, for this infamous buſineſs. | 
The day of the meeting of Parliament, 
Kidgel, Webb, Faden, Haſſal, and Curry, 
dined together and held a grand confe- 
rence, at one of the Taverns in Weſtmin- 
ſter, in order, no doubt, to arrange and 
fix their weighty affairs. | 

As ſoon as the ſeſſions was opened, Mr. 
WiLKkEs (who had been ſome time re- 
: turned from France) offered to make a 
com- 


= * a "ad = 


en. e OL ELL 


5 


(227) 


complaint of a breach of the privileges of 


Parliament. But Mr. GRENVIIIE, Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer, had a meſſage. 


from the King to communicate to the 


Houſe, and it was determined to hear that 


firſt: though a complaint of a breach of 
privilege generally takes place of every 


thing elſe. But this was not the only in- 


ſtance of the unexpected complaiſance of 
the Houſe of Commons to the views of 
the Crown. The . was to this 


effect: 


« That his Majeſty having received in- 
formation, that Joun WiLxzs, Eſq; a 
Member of that Houſe, was the author of 
a moſt ſeditious and dangerous libel, pub- 
liſhed ſince the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, 
he had cauſed the ſaid Joun WIL KESõ, Eſq; 
to be apprehended and ſecured, in order 
to his being tried for the ſame, by due 
courſe of law; and Mr. WIL k ES having 
been diſcharged out of cuſtody by the 
Court of Common Pleas, upon account of 


his privilege as a Member of that Houſe; 
and having, when called upon by the 
Is lege! proceſs of the Court of King's Bench, 


ſtood 
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| ſtood out, and declined to appear - and 
anſwer to an information, which had been 
exhibited againſt him by his Majeſty's- 
Attorney General, for the ſame offence; 
in this ſituation, his Majeſty being deſirous 
to ſhe all poſſible attention to the privi- 
leges of the Houſe of Commons, in every 
inſtance wherein they can be ſuppoſed to 
be concerned; and at the ſame time, 
thinking it of the utmoſt importance not 
to ſuffer the public juſtice of the kingdom 
to be eluded, had choſen to direct the ſaid} 
libel, and alſo copies of the examinations, 
upon which Mr. WiILkES was appre- 
hended and ſecured, to be laid before that 
Houſe for their conſideration.” | 
[The reader will obſerve, that theſe 
papers were, the North Briton, No. 45, 
of the original publication, for which Mr. 
Wik xs was never proſecuted; and the 
informations of Kearfly and Balfe, neither 
of which were upon oath.] . 
Had Charles the Firſt, when he was wn 
defirous of ſeizing the five-Members in 
1641, acted with the ſame policy, he 


would moſt effectually have deſtroyed the 
Li- 


( 229.) 
Liberties of England. But Charles was 


mons taking fire at his violence, from that 
moment reſolved to refiſt him, The Mi- 
niſters of George the Third, ſeem to have 
profited by that imprudence. The King 
wants a Member to be puniſhed ; they do 
not adviſe his Majeſty to come himſelf and 
ſeize him; but to ſend a meſſage. The 
 Houſereturned thanks for this meſſage, and 
went directly into the conſideration of the 
paper : and though, according to the meſ- 
ſage, the matter was clearly ſub ;udice, and 
they had not heard what their own Mem- 


ber had to offer why it was not come to 


an hearing, yet they reſolved, by a majo- 


rity of 273 againſt 111, That the Pa- 


per entituled, The North Briton, No. 45, 
is a falſe, ſcandalous, and-ſeditious libel, 
containing expreſſions of the moſt unex- 
ampled inſolence and contumely towards 
his Majeſty, the groſſeſt aſperſions upon 
both Houſes of Parliament, and the moſt 
audãcious defiance of the authority of the 
whole Legiſlature, and moſt manifeſtly 
deni to * the affections of the 


people 


too precipitate; and the Houſe of Com- 


A. 
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people from his Majeſty, to withdraw 
them from their obedience to the laws of 
the realm, and to excite them to dee 
rous inſurrections.“ ont 
Was not this pre-judging the _ 400 
foreſtalling the opinion of à Jury ? In 
order, however, to compleat their ſtigma, 
they ordered the paper to be burnt by the 
common hangman. Then Mr. Wilkes 
was permitted to make his complaint of a 
breach of privilege, which he _ as fol- 
. 1 1 


Mr. Speaker, | | 
I think it myduty to lay betete the 


Houſe a few facts, which have occured 


fince our laſt meeting, becauſe, in my 
himble opinion,. (which I ſhall always 


ſabmit to this Houſe) the Rights of all 
the Commons of England, and the Privi- 
leges of Parl:ament have, in my perſon, 


been highly violated. I ſhall, at preſent, 


content myſelf with barely ſtating the 


facts, and leave the mode of proceedi 8 to 
the Wiſdom of the Houſe. 
* On the zoth of April, in the morn- 


1 was made a priſoner in my own n 


houſe, 


ww, wa tHe 


Fe «as 
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WY 'by ſome of the King's Meſſengers. 
I demanded by what authority they had 
forced their way into my room, and was 
ſhewn a warrant in which no perſon was 
named in particular, but generally the Au- 
thore, Printers and Publiſhers of a ſedi- 
tious and treaſonable paper, entitled, The 
North Briton, No 45. The Meſſengers 
inſiſted on my going before Lord Halifax, 
which I abſolutley refuſed, becauſe the 
warrant was, I thought, illegal, and did 
not reſpe& me. 1 applied, by my friends, 


to the Court of Common Pleas, for a Ha- 


beas Corpus, which was granted, but as the 
proper office was not then open, it could 


not immediately iſſue, I was afterwards 
carried, by violence, before the Earls of 


EGREMONT and HALIFTAx, whom I in- 
formed of the orders given by the Court 


of Common Pleas for the Habeas Corpus ; 
and I enlarged upon this ſubje& to Mr. 
WBB, the Solicitor of the Treaſury, I 
was, however, hurried away to the Tower 
by another warrant, which declared me 
the Author and Publiſher. of a molt infa - 
mous and ſeditious libel, intitled, The 
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North Briton, No. 45. The word run. 


Hnable was dropt, yet I was detained 4 


cloſe priſoner, and no perſon was Luffered 
to come near me for almoſt three days, al. 
though my Council, and ſeveral of my 
friends, demanded admittance, in ordet 
to concert the means of recovering my 
Liberty. My houſe was plundered, my 
bureaus broke open, by order of two of 
your Members, Mr. Woop and Mr. 
WeE8ss, and all my papers carried away. 
After fix days impriſonment I was dif- 


charged, by the unanimous judgment of 
the Court of Common Pleas, That the 


« Privilege of this Houſe extended to my 
caſe.** Notwithſtanding this ſolem deci- 
non of one of the King's ſuperior Courts of 
Juſtice, a few days after, I was ſerved with 
a ſubpœna upon an information exhibited 
againſt me in the King's Bench. I loſt no 
time in conſulting the beſt Books, aswell 
as the greateſt living authorities; and from 


the trueſt judgment I could form, 1 


thought that the ſerving me with the ſub- 


pena was another violation of the Privi- 


lege of Feen, which I will neither 
deſert 


= 
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geſert nor betray, and therefore 1 have not 
Jet entered an appearance. 


I now ſtand in the judgment of the 
Houſe, ſubmitting, with the utmoſt de- 
ference, the whole caſe to their juſtice and 
wiſdom, and beg leave to add, that, if, 
after this important buſineſs has in its full 
extent been maturely weighed, you ſhall 


be of opinion, that I am entitled to Pri- 
vilege, I ſhall then be not only ready, but 


eagerly deſirous, to wave that privilege, 
and to put n 1 Jury of wy 


. countrymen.” 


The Jae of ths matter of this 
nt was put off. | 


In the Houſe of Lords ben pal. was 


made of the Eſſay on Woman, which was 
produced; that is, as much as the evi- 
dence, Curry, had ſtolen. Its obſcenity 
and profanity were particularly execrated 
by the Earl of S. and the B. of G. com- 
plained of a breach of Privilege, his name 


| being inſerted in one of the notes. 


Such was the buſineſs of the firſt * 


ſeſſion, with regard to Mr.“ Wirkxs. 
When he heard of the motion againſt him 


* 


_ =_ 8 * — 
r eee - - — 
— — — — Se . — - — Py - 
— * | 


"(46 
in the Houſe of: Lords, he was thunder 
ſtruct; he had not the leaſt ſuſpicion that 


the Eſſay on Woman, in which he thought 


he had been ſo cautious, was to furniſh a 
new accuſation againſt him. Now, per- 


fectly indifferent what he did, or whether 


he lived or died, grown deſperate by miſ- 
fortunes, and knowing the malice of his 
enemies, he came home on Wedneſday 

morning (the 16th) the houſe having fat 
'till that time, and wrote the following 
letter to Mr. MARTIN,” who had n 


him the preceding evening. 1 
Great George: ſireet, M. 22 Nov. 16. 


SIR, 
* You complained yeſterday, before 


five hundred Gentlemen, that you had 
been tabbed i in the dark by the North Bri- 


ton, but [ have reaſon to believe you was 
not ſo much in the Hark as you affected, 

and choſe to be. Was the complaint, 
made before ſo many Gentlemen, on pur- 


poſe that they might interpoſe ? To cut | 


off every pretence of ignorance as to the 


Author, I whiſper in your ear, that every 
paſſage of the North Briton, / in which 


bows 
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you have been named, or even alluded, tay 
Was written by ß choad 
r humble 5 IE. 
o WIL K ES. 
Mr. MARTIN'*'s Anſwer. | 
Abingdon -ftreet, Nev. 16, 176 3. 
by 2g 

As I faid i in the Houſe of Commons 
yeſterday, that the writer of the North 
Briton, who had ſtahbed me in the dark, 
was a cowardly, as well as a malignant 
and infamous, ſcoundrel ; and your letter 
of this. morning's date, acknowledges, 
that every paſſage of the North Briton, in 
which I have been named, or even al- 
luded to, was written by yourſelf, I muſt 
take the liberty to repeat, that-yoh are a 
malignant and infamous ſcoundrel, and 
that I defire to give you an opportunity of 
ſhewing me whether the epithet of cow- 
ardly was rightly applied or not. 
e deſire that you may meet me in 
Hyde-Park immediately, with a brace of 
piſtols, each to determine our difference. 
9 ſhall go to the Ring in Hyde-Park, 


a with, * den 0 concealed that nobody | 
ä Res. may 


$4.3 


Upon this they parted, but Mr, M. came up again 


| (236) py 
may ſee them; and I will wait in expec< 
tation of you one hour. As I ſhall call 
in my way at your houſe to deliver this 


letter, I propoſe to go from thence directly 


to the Ring in Hyde-park, from whence 
we may proceed, if it be neceſſary, to any 
more private place ; and I mention that I 
ſhall wait an hour in order to give you 
full time to meet me. BE doen 
Jam, Sir, 
Your humble ſervant, | 
SAM. MARTIN.“ 
| After 


* The circumſtances of the duel related by Mr. 
W. are as follow: when the Gentlemen met in 
Hyde- Park, they walked together for a little while 
to avoid ſome company which ſeemed coming up to 
them. They brought each a pair of piſtols. When 
they were alone, the firſt fire was from Mr. M's piſ- 
tol. Mr. M's piſtol] miſſed Mr. W. and the piſtol 
in Mr. W's hand flaſhed in the pan. The Gentle- 
men then each took one of Mr. W's pair of piſtols : 
Mr. W. miſſed, and the ball of Mr. M's piftol 
lodged in Mr. W's belly. Mr. W. bled immedi- 
ately very much. Mr. M. then came up, and defi- 


red to give him all the aſſiſtance in his power. Mr. 


W. replied, that Mr. M. had behaved like a man of 
honour, that he was killed, and inſiſted on Mr. 
M's making his immediate eſcape, and no creature 
ſhould know from Mr. W. hew the affair happened. 


_ 


AT OTTER 
After a ſeries, of adjournments, the 
Commons, on the 23d of November, 


in ood. or three minutes to Mr. W. offering. him a 
ſecond time his aſſiſtance, but Mr. W. again inſiſted 
on his going off. Mr. M. expreſſed his concern for 
Mr. W. ſaid the thing was too well known by ſeve- 
ral people, who came up almoſt directly, and then 
went away, Mr. W. was carried home, but would 
not tell any circumſtance of the caſe till he found it 
ſo much known. He only ſaid to the Surgeon, &c. 
that it was an affair of honour. 
The day following Mr. W. imagining himſelf in 
the greateſt danger, returned Mr. M. his letter, 
that no-evidence might appear againſt him ; and in- 
ſiſted upon it with his relations, that in caſe of his 
death no trouble ſhould be given Mr. M. for he had 
behaved as a-man of honour. | . 
Mr. M. not at the ſame time returning Mr. W's 
letter, occalioned ſomebody to remark, That in 
all probability it was kept in order to be made uſe of 
as a proof of Mr. W. being concerned in the North 
Briton: I own, ſaid the remarker, that I cannot 
account for this behaviour of Mr. M. no more than 
I can for his tamely bearing above eight months, the 
abuſe upon him. Has he been all this time (Sundays 
not excepted). practiſing at a target? That report is 
confirmed by all his neighbours in the country. Vet, 
after all, he did not venture to ſend to Mr. W. but 
before five hundred Gentlemen, ready to interppſe, 
ſeemed to intend to begin a quarre], I ſuppoſe, that 
it might end there. Mr, W. choſe, coolly, to take 
it up the next morning, by a private letter to Mr. 
M. who inlilted on piſtols, without naming the 
ſword, though the choice of weapons was, by the 
laws of honour, in Mr. W. e 


23 | reſumed 


* — 


Ban fu 
| reſumed the conſideration of his Majeſty's 
meſſage, particularly the great and im- 
portant point of privilege. They had 
already voted the North Briton a libel, 
and now they were reſolved to vote away 
privilege in the caſe of a libel, which 
they actually did, by a majority of 2 58 
againſt 133. A conference was then de- 
manded with the Lords, in order to com- 
municate to them the reſolutions of the 
Commons, That the North Briton was a 
ſeditious libel, That it be burnt, and That 
| privilege of Parliament does not extend to 
the writing and publiſhing ſeditious libels, 
and to deſire the concurrenceof the Lords; 
who thereupon agreed with the Commons. 
This was ſuch a ſurrender of the antient 
rights of Parliament, in mere compliment 
to the views and purpoſes of the Crown, 
that the moſt ſenſible and judicious people 

without doors began to be ſeriouſly a- 
larmed, and wonder'd how, in God's 
| | name, the Parliament could think of de- 
4 Y ſttroying their own perfonal ſecurity, to 
j1 put an odium upon the Chief Juſtice, 
whoſe determination on privilege had 


given 


- AF 
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 gvien- ſuch univerſal ſatisfaction, and-s to 
cover, by that ſurrender, the blunders of 
a Miniſter, and the hitherto | ſuppoſed 
miſtaken opinions of the King's Lawyers. 
But this unbounded complaiſance of the 
Parliament ſeemed to have been foretold, ? 
or rather pre-determined by the Attorney 
General; for though his Majeſty had de- 
clared in his. meſſage, that he had ſtayed 
thelaw proceedings againſt Mr. Wires, 
on account of his ptivilege, yet, before 
this point was given up by the Parliament, : 
the Attorney General treated Mr. WII kxS 
as an unprivileged perſon, by ſerving him 
with a ſubpœna. In other times, it would 
have been conſider d as a moſt daring act of  _ - 
preſumption in any ſervant of the Crown, 
to anticipate the determination of Parlia- 
ment, but theſe times were full of letity ., 
and forgiveneſs. Such an effort, however, 
not only ſuperſeded the intention of his 
Majeſty, but conveyed. diſhonour upon 
the Parliament; for in May, his Majeſty 
orders a proſecution againſt a Member of 
Parliament, who is ſerved witha ſubpœna, 


wt but a. his privilege. violated by it a 
Ws ſecond . 


Ws 


| 


| 
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ſecond time, refuſes to appear. His Ma- 
jeſty, tender of privilege, chuſes that no 


coercive proceſs ſhould iſſue, and is de- 


ſirous of receiving the ſenſe of his Parlia- 
ment upon the proceeding; but before it 


can be taken (agreeably to his Majeſtys 


wiſhes) the Attorney General preſumes to 


renew a proceſs, the propriety: of which a 
Houſe of Parliament was deliberating 


upon. If the ſervice of the ſubpoena was 


clearly legal, where was the neceſſity of 


applying to Parliament? If his Majeſty 


had been adviſed that doubts had been 


entertained, what can be ſaid in defence of 
the Attorney General, who arrogated to 
himſelf the authority of ſettling this great 
point (which alone impeded the original 
proſecution) 'at the very. eve of a Parlia- 
mentary deciſion, ſo graciouſly defired by 


his Majeſty, . It was a piece of ſtrange 
conduct: but the Whole of this dulioes 


was of one complexion. . 


The appoſition in the Houſe of os | 


to this ſurrender of privilege, was vigo- . 


rous and powerful. It was managed and 


led by the Earl TEMP N, who ſhewed 


himſelf 


j 
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himſelf to be as zealous a defender of the 
privileges of Parliament, as he had been 
the ſecurer of the liberties of the people; 

and though out-voted, yet he tranſmitted 
his opinion to poſterity, in, a proteſt that 
does infinite honour to his judgment and 
ſpirit. The reader will find it in the 
note . And it is worthy of notice, that 
9 P-AOT-EST; 

Die Martis, 29 Nævembris, 1763. 


THE order of the day for reſuming the adjourned 
conſideration of the report of the conference with 


the Commons on Friday laſt being read, the third 
refolution of the Commons was read as follows : 4 


Nabe by the Coniiunt'is Dm nee offemdeh; | 
c That privilege of Parliament does not extend to 
« the caſe of writing arid publiſhing ſeditious libels, 
nor ought to be allowed to obſtruct the ordinary 
© courſe of the laws, in the ſpeedy and effectual 
6 profecution of ſo heinous and dangerous an. of- 
« fence.” 


And it being moved to agree with the Commons 
in the ſaid reſolution, 


The fame was objected to. After long debate 
thereupon, 


The queſtion was put, Whether to agree with 
the Commons in the ſaid reſolution ? - 
It was reſolved in the affirmative. 
D:ſfertient”. 
BECAUSE we nn hear without the utmoſt 
 C NEern and * a doctrine advanced ** * 
or 


3 5 
at a previous meeting atDeyonſhire-houſe, 


of ſuch Lords as were expected to tip 


the 


for the firſt time in this Houſe, which we apprey 


hend to be new, dangereus, and unwarrantable, viz. 
T hat the perſonal privilege of both Houſes of Par- 
liament has never held, and ought not to hold, in the 
caſe of any criminal proſecution whatſoe ver; b 

which all the records of Parliament, all hiſtory, al 


the authorities of the graveſt and ſobereſt Judges, are 
entirely reſcinded ; and the fundamental principles of 


the conſtitution, with regard to the independence of 
Parliament, torn up and buried under the ruins of 
our moſt eſtabliſhed rights, ++ 
We are at a loſs to conceive with what view ſuch 
a ſacrifice ſhould be propoſed, unleſs to amplify, in 
effect, the juriſdiction of the inferior, by annihilating 
the ancient immunities of this ſuperior Court. 
The very queſtion itſelf, propoſed to us from the 
Commons, and nd. agreed to by the Lords, from 
25 letter and ſpirit of it, contradicts this aſſertion; 
or whilſt it only narrows privilege in criminal matters, 
it eſtabliſhes the principle. The law of privilege, 
touching impriſonment of the perſons of Lords of 
Parliament, as ſtated by the, two ſtanding. orders, 
declares generally, That no Lord of, Parliament, 


ſitting the Parliament, or within the uſual times of 


privilege of Parliament, is to be impriſoned or re- 
{trained without ſentence or order pf the Houſe, un- 


leſs it be for treaſon or felony, or for refuſing to give 


ſecurity for the peace, and refuſal. to pay obedience 
to a writ of Habeas Corpus. | PIE 
The firſt of theſe orders was made after long con- 
fideration, upon a difpute with the King, when the 
precedents of both Houſes had been fully inſpected, 
commented upon, reported, and entered in the = 
I 


ö 


inſtance among the records of Parliament. 


proceedings in both have the ſame end, v:z. 
the force, and to difarm the offender. 


F 
the ptoteſt, the Duke of NE we ASI 
 fefired to be excuſed putting his name to 


3 


a nals, and after the King's Council had been heard. 


It was made in ſober times, and by a Houſe of Peers 


not only loyal but devoted to the Crown; and it was 


made by the unanimous conſent of all, not one diſ- 
ſenting. Theſe circumſtances of ſolemnity, delibe- 
ration, and unanimity, are fo ſingular and extraor- 
dinary, that the like are ſcarce to be found in any 
When the two caſes of lurety for the Peace and 
Habeas Corpus come to be well conſidered, it will be 
found that they both breathe the ſame ſpirit, and 
row out of the ſame principle. 
The offences that call for ſurety and Habeas Corpus, 
are both cafes of preſent continuing violence, the 
to repreſs 
The proceeding ſtops in both, when that end is 
attained ; the offence is not proſecuted nor puniſhed 
in either; the neceſſity is equal in both, and if pri- 
vilege was allowed in either, fo long as the neceflity . 
laſts, a Lord of Parliament would enjoy a mightier 
prerogative than the Crown itſelf. is entitled to. 
Laſtly, they both leave the proſecution, of all miſde- 
meanours ſtill under privilege, and do not deropgate 


from that great fundamental, that none ſhall be. ar- 
- reſted in the courſe of proſecution for any crime un- 
der treaſon and felony. hag 


Theſe two orders compriſe the whole law of privi- 


lege, and are both of them ſtanding orders, and con- 


ſequently the fixed laws of the Houſe, by which we 


are all bound until they are duly repealed. 


The reſolution of the other Houſe, now agreed to, 


we is à direct contradiction to the rule of Parliamentary 


privilege, 


— 


* 
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it, on account of his friend Lord HARD 
WICKE, who had declared his opinion 

| againſt 


privilege. laid down in the aforeſaid ſtanding orders, 


th in letter and ſpirit. Before the reaſons are ſta» 
ted it will be proper to premiſe two obſervations ; .,., 


Firſt, That in all caſes where ſecurity of the peace 


may be required, the Lord cannot be committed 
"till that ſecurity is refuſed, and, conſequently, the 


Magiſtrate will be guilty of a breach of privilege if 


he commits the oftender without demanding that ſe- 


| Secondly, Although the ſecurity ſhould be refuſed, 


yet, if the party is committed generally, the Ma- 


giſtrate is guilty of a breach of privilege, becauſe 


the party refuſing ought only to be committed till 
he has found ſureties ; whereas, by a general com- 


mitment, he is held faſt, even though he ſhould give 


ſureties, and can only be diſcharged by giving bail for 


his- appearance. 


This being premiſed, the firſt objection is to the 


generality. of this reſolution, which, as is is penn'd, 
denies the. privilege to the ſuppoſed Libeller, not 


only where he refuſes to give ſureties, but likewiſe. 
throughout the whole proſecution, from the begin- 
ning to the end; ſo that, although he ſhould ſubmit 


to be bound, he may, notwithitanding, be after- 
wards arreited, tried, convicted, and. puniſhed, ſit- 


. * * 
- 


If privilege will not hold throughout in the £7 
of a ſeditious libel, it muſt be becauſe that offence 
* ' * is 


- bye 34 


Y 
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gainſt privilege. Buy this determination 
(which the Lords came to without calling 


Nin 


is ſuch a breach of the peace, for which ſureties may 


be demanded ; and if it be ſo, it will readily be 


mitted, ' that the caſe comes within the exception, 
Provided always, that ſureties have been refuſed, 
© and that the party is committed only till he hall 
give ſureties.” 

Bur firſt, this. offence is not a breach of the peace; | 
it does not fall within any difinition of a breach of 
the peace, given by any of the good writers upon 
that ſubject; all which breaches, from menace to 


actual wounding, either alone, or with a multitude, 


are deſeribed to be acts of violence againſt the per- 


ſon, goods, or poſſeſſions, putting the ſubject in feat 
by blows, threats, or geſtures, Nor is this caſe of 


the Libeller ever enumerated in any of theſe writers 
among the breaches of peace; on the contrary, it is 


always deſcribed as an act tending to excite, provoke, - 


or produce-breaches of the peace; and although a 
PE ane of State:m 1 be pleaſed to add the enflaming 
epithets of treaſonable, traiterous, or ſeditious, to 2 
particular paper, yet no words are ſtrong enough to 


alter the nature of things. To ſay then, that à li- 
bel, poffibly productive of ſuch a conſequence, is 
the very conſequence ſo produced, is, in other 


words, to declare, that the cauſe and the effect are 
the ſame thin 


, GL) 


Secondly, But if a libel could poſſibly, by any 
abuſe of language, or has any where been called in- 


advertently àa breach of the peace, there is not the 


leaſt colour to ſay, that the Libeller can be bound to 
give ſureties for the peace, for the following reaſons: 
Becauſe none can be fo bound unleſs he be taken in 


| the actual cominitment . 


ſtriking. 
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0 the advice of the judges) the Membets 
of 3 lie at the mercy of the 
| Ni 


Aniking: or puttiog ſome one or more of his Man 
ſubjects in fear: : 
- Becauſe there is no authority, or even ambiguous 
hint in any law-book, that be may be ſo bound: 
- Becauſe no Libellet, in fact, was ever ſo bound: 
Becauſe no Crown Lawyer, in the moſt deſpotic 
times, ever inſiſted he ſhould-be ſo bound, even in 


days when the preſs ſwarmed with the moſt invenomed 


and virulent libels, and when the profecutions raged 


with ſuch uncommon fury againſt this ſpecies of 


offenders; when the law of libels was ranſacked every 


term; when loſs of ears, perpetual impriſonment, 
daniſhment, and fines of ten and twenty thouſand 


pounds, were the common judgments in the Star- 
chamber, and when the Crown had aſſumed an un- 
controulable authority over the preſs. 

Thirdly, This reſolution does not only infringe the 
privilege of Parliament, but points to the reſtraint of 
the perſonal Liberty of every common ſubject in theſe 
realms, ſecing that it does, in effect, affirm, that all 


men, without exception, may be bound to the peace 


for this offence: 

By this doctrine every man's Liberty; privilewal 
AS well as unprivileged, is ſurrendered into the hands 
of a Secretary of State: he is, by this means, em- 
powered, in the firſt inſtance, to pronounce the 
per to be a ſeditious libel, a matter of ſuch difficulty, 
that ſome have pretended, it is too high to be entruſted 


to a Special Jury, of the firſt rank and condition; 
be is to underſtand and decide by himſelf the meaning 


of every inuendo; he is to determine the tendency 
1 and brand it with his oun epithets; he is 


to adjudge the * guilty and make him Wer or 


2 2 70 25 , © pub» 


. 
King's Attorney General, who may, on 


the ſuggeſtion of any of them being Li- 


; 25 bellers, 


publiſher as he ſees good; and, laſtly, he is to give 
ſentence by A er the party.— All theſe autho- 
rities are given to one ſingle Magiſtrate, unaflifted by 
Council, Evidence, or Jury, in a caſe where the 
law ſays, no action will lie againſt him, becauſe he 


acts in the capacity of a Judge. 


From what has been obſerved, it appears to us, 
that the exception of a ſeditious libel from privilege, 
is neither founded on uſage or written precedents; 


and therefore this reſolution is of the firſt impteſſion; 


nay, it is not only a new law, narrowing theknown 
and ancient rule, but it is likewiſe a law ex poſt fads, 
pendenge lite, et ex parte now firſt declared to meet 
with the circumſtances of a particular caſe ;* and it 


muſt be farther confidered, that this Houſe is thus 


called upon to give a ſanction to the determinations 
of the other, who have not condeſtended to confer 
with us upon this point, till they had pre- judged it 


themſelves. 


This method of relaxing the rule of privilege, caſe 
by caſe, is pregnant with this farther inconvenience, 
that it renders the rule precarious and uncertain, 
Who can foretel where the Houfe will ſtop, when they 
have, by one infringement of their own ſtanding or- 
ders, made a precedent, whereon future infringes 


ments may, with equal reaſon, be founded? How 
ſhall the ſubject be able to proceed, with ſafety," in 


this perilous buſineſs ? How can the Judges decide 
on theſe or the like queſtions, if privilege is no lon- 
ger to be found in records and journals, and rs 
orders? Upon any occaſion privilege may beenlarged, 
and no court will venture, for the future,” without 
trembling, either to recognize, or to deny itt. 


We 


* 


N 
ö 
ö 
* 
ö 
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bellers, impriſon their perſons, merely for 
the ſake of preventing their attending any 


wg” 


Me manifeſtly ſee this effect of excluding, by a 
general reſolution, one bailable offence from privilege 
to- day, that it will be a precedent for doing ſoby-ano= 
ther, upon ſome. future . occaſion, till, inſtead of 
privilege holding in every caſe not excepted, it will, 
at laſt, come to hold in none but ſuch as are expreſly 
ſaved. FS * $25.4; $773 43vt;7 nN 
When the caſe of the habeas corpus is relied upon, 
as a precedent to enforce the declaration, the argu- 
ment only ſhews, that the miſchief afote- mentioned 
has taken place already, ſince one alteration, tho' a 
very juſt one, not at all applicable to the preſent 
queſtion, is produced to juſtify another that is unwar- 
rantable. 1 2 e 
But it is ſtrongly objected, that if privilege be 
allowed in this caſe, a Lord of Parliament might 
endanger the conſtitution, by a continual attack of 
ſucceſhve libels ; and if ſuch a perſon ſhould be ſuf- 
fered to eſcape, under the ſhelter of privilege, with 
perpetual impunity, all government would be over- 
turned, and therefore it is expedient to allow the pri- 
vilege now, when the time of privilege, by proroga- 
tions, is continued for ever, without an interval, 
. This objection ſhall be anſwered. in two ways. 
Iſt. If inexpediency is to deſtroy perſonal privilege in 
this caſe of a ſeditious libel, it is at Jeaft as inexpedient, 
that other great miſdemeznors ſhould ſtand under the 
like protection of privilege ; neither is it expedient 
that the ſmaller offences ſhould be exempt from-proſe- 
cution in the perſon of a Lord of Parliament; ſo that 
if this argument of inexpediency is to prevail, it muſt 
prevail throughout, and ſubvert the whole law. of 
privilege in ctiminal matters, in which method of 
— bp hy . - * Ley CS -* > rea- 


F 


neither of the Houſes CO: Ce by ſur- 


n 
particular vote or debate. Doubtleſs, 5 


Ten- 


* - . - 
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anne there is sthis fault, lt the argument proves 


oy much. 


If this Dees be indeed grievous, the fault 
is not in the law of privilege, but in the change of 
times, and in the management of prorogations by the 
ſervants of the Crown, which are ſo contrived, as not 

to leave an hour open for juſtice. Let the objeQion, 
2 be allowed in its utmoſt extent, and 


then compare the inexpediency of not immediately 


proſecuting on one ſide, with the inexpediency of 
ſtripping the Parliamentof all protection from privilege 


on che other. Unhappy as the option is, the public 


would rather wiſh to ſee the proſecution for crimes 


| ſuſpended, than the Parliament totally unprivileged, 


although, notwithſtanding this pretended inconve- 
nience is ſo warnily magnified on the preſent occalion, 


we are not apprized that any ſuch inconvenience has 


been felt, though the privilege has been W e time 
immemorial. | 

But the ond and beſt anſwer, icin it removes 
all pretence of grievance, is this, that this Houſe, 
ypon complaint made, has the power (which it will 
exert in favour: of juſtice) to deliver up the offender 
to proſecution. 

* is a diſhonourable and an undeſerved imputation 
upon the Lords, to ſuppoſe, even in . that 
they will nouriſh an impious criminal in their bo- 
ſoms, againſt the call of offended Ie and the de- 
mand of their country. 

It is true, however, and it is boped that this Houle | 
will always fee (as every Magiſtrate ought, that does 
not-betray his truſt) that their Member is properly 
HANEY but when that ground is once laid, they 

R ; would 


a” 


m_— 2 
rendering this is IS . they 


"thereby 


would be 8 to protect the offender one mo- 
ment : ſurely this A (which has never yet been 
abuſed) is not too great to be repoſed in the hi 
Court of Parliament; while it is lodged there, . 
public juſtice is in ſafe hands, and the privilege un- 
touched ; whereas, on the contrary, if, for the ſake 
of coming at the criminal at once, without this appli- | 
cation tothe Houſe, perſonal privilege is taken away, 
not only the offender, but the whole Parliament at 
the fame time, is delivered up to the Crown. . . 
It is not to be conceived, that our anceſtors, when 
they framed the law of privilege, would have left the 
eaſe of a ſeditious libel (as it is called) the only um- 
privileged miſdemeanor. Whatever elſe they had 
given up to the Crown, they would have guarded 
_ the- caſe of ſuppoſed. Iibels, above alÞ-others with. 
privilege, as being mol? likely to be abuſed by out- 
rageous and vindictive proſecutions. 
But this great privilege had a much deeper re | 
it was wiſely planned, and hith hitherto, bro * 
times, been reſokitely maintained. 
It was not made to ſereen criminals, but to 

ferve the very being and Hife of Parkament ; for 
when our anceſtors confidered, that the law had 
lodged the great powers of arreſt, indictment, and 


information, in the Crown, they faw the Parliament 


would be undone, if, during the time of privilege, 
the royal proceſs ſhould be admitted in any _ 


meanor whatſoever; therefore they excepted none. F 


Where the abuſe of power would be fatal, the power 
| pur never to be given ; becauſe: redreſs __ 00 
n 
A W under perpetual terror of ichpel⸗ 
Sament, Can neither be free, nor bold, 3 


* 
—. 


TY ©. 4; 
e e in upon the ri ohts of ""Y i 


people of England, in thus ſubjecting 
their 


and if this privilege j# was once removed, the moſt 92 
e might be j Why ts web loſt, ot, car 


Tied p ddgn eruption of Meſſengers," let Jogle 
5gaibift the 4, embers alfa har pefore the” ebate. 


Laffly, as 15 has alr cen ,obſerved, "the" « 
of ſuppoſed. libs $ is, 585 al vers. the moſt 8 
Tous and 1 5 to Ee "We 5 e * 


and alley. 

The repetition of a libel, the r of it un- 
read to another, is ſaid to be a publication: Nay, 
the bare poſſeſſion of it has been deemed criminal, 
unleſs it is immediately deſtroyed or carried to a Ma- 
giſtrate. 

Every Lord of Parliament then, who hath 45 
this, who | is falſly accuſed, nay, who is, tho' without 

any information, named in "the Secretary of State's 
warrant, has loſt his privilege by this reſolution, and 
lies at the mercy of that enemy to Learning and Li- 
berty, the Meſs neer of the Preſs. * 

For theſe, and many other forcible reaſons, we 
hold it highly unbecoming the dignity, gravity, and 
"wiſdom, of the Houſe of Peers, as well as their 

_ juſtice, thus judicially to explain away and diminiſh 
the privilege of their perſons, founded in the wiſdom 
of ages, declared with preciſion in our ſtanding or- 
ders, ſo repeatedly confirmed, and hitherto preſerved 

|  inviolable by the ſpirit of our anceſtors, called to it 
We” N me A: * other ig en a particular occaſion, 
| £4 "WY = 


A 


ok Repreſentatives to che e of 
ſuch — 1 


and to "WAY a particular purpoſe, ex pet age, 2 
parte, et pendente lite, in the Courts below. 


Temple, Devonſhire, Forteſcue, 
Bolton, Scarborough, ' Grantham: * 
Grafton, Dacre, Walpole, 
Cornwallis, Abergravenny, Ponſonby, 
| Portland, | Fred. Lich. Cov. F olkeſtone. 0 
Briſtol, Alhbumham, POT. 
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Gamtiation of the proceedings ae Mr. 

Wilkes. He retires to France. Cards 
Betten Lim and Mr. Martin, ar Paris. 
Account of the Wiineſſes againſt bim. 
Voted the Author of the North-Briton, 
and expelleg.” "Remarks. The informa- 
Lian againſt. him altered by the order of 
Tord Mansfeld. Letters ſent to bis 
Joy. F ound guilty, and outlawed.” 


18 


2 


f TN "4 3 of the 3 9925 
- which. Parliament had, come to, the 
een repeatedly declared, that 
Mr. WII EES was not in the predicament 
fa charged man; that theſe proceedings 
affected him no more than any other 
Member; and that nothing which imme- 
diately concerned him ſhould; be agitated 
in his abſence; Yet, , notwithſtanding 
every Member of the Houſe of Commons 
knew he was confined to his bed by his 
wound, on the a of December notice 
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was taken, that in the examination of 
Kearſly and Balſe, laid before the Houſe 
(which were diſclaimed, even as a ſpecies 
of evidence, before they were read) Me. 
Witxzs is mentioned, as having been 
concerned in the writing and publiſhing 
the North Briton ; and the Houſe being 
informed that there was evidence ready to 
be produced at the bar, charging Mr. 
WIL ks. with being the Author and Pub- 
licher of that paper, it was ordered that 
Mr. WIL Kes . attend the Houſe on 
the 8th day of that month, to anſwer that 
charge. This was not only a manifeſt 

Breach of a public promiſe, and à groſs 
deviation from all candour; but chargi ing 
Mr. Wirkes with being the Publiſher, 

was an innovation that exceeded the limits 
of the King's meſſage, which ſeemed to 
Have been fairly and moſt fully anſwered 
by the determination of privilege. On 
the yth Mr. Wirlxes's Phyfician and Sar- 
geon attended the Houle, with an account 
of his ill ſtate of healtir; upon which'a 
further day was appointed for his atten 
dance; and it then appearing that Mr. 


Wilkes 


| 1.53) 


Wilkes was ſtill unable to attend the. - 


Houſe, the 19th of January, 1764,. was 
appointed. And his complaint of a breach 
of privilege, which had, from time to 
time, been adjourned, was ordered to be 
heard on the ſame day; when it fell of 
Courſe. But before that time Mr. WII KES 
- withdrew to France. The principle of 
this retreat was obviouſly fear; and indeed 
there ſeems to have been cauſe ſufficient 
_.to frighten a more intrepid perſon. There 
was. a proſecution againſt him in the 

King's Bench for the North Briton, and 
| plu, for the Eſſay on Woman; for 
| neither of which he could expect mercy, - - 


- if a Jury found him guilty. There were 


beſides, the vengeance of the Lords, and 
the whole weight of the Crown : any one 
of which was enough to cruſh an ordinary 
man. » He had likewiſe the misfortune to 
be pre: judged; both papers having been 
voted libels by the Parliament, before the 
ſenſe of a Jury had been taken: fo that 
ne was reduced to the alternative of ſtay- 
97 * n a martyr, or with- 
| T * . 
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— 

drawing till the malice of his enemies was 

abated. He wiſely choſe the latter. — 
Upon Mr. Wilkes s arrival at Paris, 

he was complimented by Mr. MARTIN 

(who had fled thither in conſequence of 

their late duel) args the RON IE] : 


* 


Hotel de . Dec. zo, 1263 3. 

% Mr. MarTin preſents his compli- 
ments to Mr. WiLxss, and defires to 
knowhowhe does, flattering himſelf, from 
Mr. W's performance of fo long a ſour- 
ney, at this ſeaſon of the year, that his 
health is perfectly re- eſtabliſh d. 

„ Mr. M. cannot help taking this op- E 
portunity to aſſure Mr, WIL KES, that he 
had defired Mr. BxapsnAaw to deliver up 

Mr. W's note, written to Mr. M. on the. 
16th” Nov. as it occurred to the latter 
that any ĩimaginable uſe might be made 
of it to Mr. W's prejudice, and before 

fr. M. had heard from Mr. nn 
that it was actually given up. 

VMr. M. returns his thanks 0 Met W. 
for his attention to Mr. Ms: fafety, by 
giving the early notice he did to Mr. 
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BRADSHAW, of his e one 
t be in danger... 

It is impoſſible fon Mr. MI. to think 
of taking part in any affair of Mr. WI 


that he may find depending in the Houſe 
of Commons at his arrival in England. 
He propoſes to ſet off from hence on 


his return home on Monday next, but 


believes he ſhall not ſet foot in London 
till thoſe affaits are determined, to avoid 


even a colour of ſuſpicion, that he is ca- 


pable of appearing againſt Mr. W. after 
what hath ſo recently happened. 4 


To which Mr. Mira returned the 
fold anſwer: N =” 


1 o 11 


e, ee ere FA W Dee. 39: 


- 


ö — k Friday. Le 


how's. Mr. Wirk Ps's eee to Mr. 
MaRkrix, and is much oblig d by the 
favour of his note. Mr. W. is going to 
pay. his reſpects to Lord HRT NORD, and 
if Me. Makrix is diſengag'd, will after- 


| . 


wards wait upon him for a quarter of an 


Bente at the Adel de Luynes.” f 


Y wa 
= 
. 


\ 
4 j N 0 CY 
— W #4 PE # N i 
0 | . 4 : ” ” 4 13 
_ —- ” SE” 4 — E * 
. - . * 
, Z 0 a 


255) 

They met at the Hotel de Luynes; am 
Mr. MaxTin, upon his return to Eng- 
land, kept his promiſe, in wt ung 
the Parliament. Dy 
On the 29th of January, when the 
order of the day was read for Mp, 
Wik EREs's attending in his place to an- 
ſwer the charge ready to be: produced 
againſt him, the Speaker acquainted the 
Houſe that he had received a letter, and a 
paper incloſed, from Mr. WILKEs (which 
the reader will find in the note *) relating 

7 


| Paris, Hotel 4 Sax, Jon 11. 276. 


4 Sir 
3 cannot expreſs the concern I am under, from 
the impoſſibility I now find of attending my duty in 
Parliament on the 19th of this month : 1 have ſuf- 


fered very much from the tour I made here i in the 


holidays to ſee my daughter: my wound is again be- 
come extremely painful, the parts are very much 
inflamed, and a fever attends it. I ineloſe à _certifi- 
cate of one of the King's Phyſicians, and a Surgeon of 
the army, gentlemen of eminence in their profeſſion, 
who think it abſolutely neceſſary for me to ſtay ſome 
time longer at Paris. I refer to the certificate ies 
for the particulars. 

« The impatience I feel to juſtify myſel to he 
Houſe, from the groundleſs — cruel attacks upon 
me, and the zeal I hope ever to retain for the vindi- 


cation of the ſacred rights of the Commons of Great 


Britain, 


* 
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. 
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withdrawing / himſelf, was guilty of a 
contempt of the authority of that Houle, - 


4ntreating 
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to the fate of Mr. Wrukes's health, and 
to; the impoſſibility of his being able to 
attend the Houſe on that day. A mo- 
tion was then made to adjourn the conſi- 
deration of the order of the day, but it 
was carried in the negative, by a majority 
of 239 againſt 102. 
Houſe reſolved, that Mr. Wir kxs, by 


and, 


Britaing and the privileges of Parliament, both of 


which have been groſsly violated in my perſon, had 
determined me to ſet out for England on Friday next, 
but I now find myſelf incapable. of performing the 


journey. I am therefore, Sir, under the neceſſity of 
you to ſubmit my caſe to the Houſe, and 1 
doubt not, from their juſtice, a more diſtant day will 


be appointed, when it may be in my power to attend 


the diſcufion' of points very important in themſelves, 


and in which I am. very materially concerned. 
„ would not, Sir, implore this of the Aouſe, 


if thought the delay could be attended with any 


poſſible inconvenience to the public; and I be 


to obſerve, that I ſeized the firſt moment, which the 
reſolutions'of Parliament gave me, to enter my ap- 
peatanee to the informations filed againſt me in the 


King's Bench. I am, with due. reſpect and regard, 
Dir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


JOHN WILKES.” 


Si un Cuſt. e 5 WE 
ir Jo | « Nous 


| Right: Honourable 


Upon which the 


* 


and, therefore, N e proceed 10 
hear the evidence againſt him. The reader 
will obſerve, that, from the ſtate of the 
proceedings hitherto related, it is evident; 
that the complaint againſt Mr. WII EES 
was confined to the original publication of 
the North Briton ; that is the printed 
paper ſo often alluded to in the refolu- 
tions upon the journals; the writing of 
| which is the avowed and oy object of the 
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C Nous ſouſſignes medecin conſultant du Roi, ci 
. deyant, medecin en chef des ſes armees en Allemagne 
et en Eſpagne, et nous chiturgien cbnfulkant des 
armees, Ct chirurgien major du regiment des Gardes 
Francoiſs, certifions que Monſieur Jean Wilkes eit 
gans um etat que ne lui permet point, tant par tapoit 
à ſa bleſſure qui n'eſt pas encore entietement cicatriſce, 
que par raport a la hevre qui lui eſt ſurvenge d entre- 
prendre la rout de Paris a Londres ; qu'il aſeroit a 
*craindre, un l'inflammation et le bob 
conſiderable arrives depuis peu de Jours, qu'il ne ſe 
ſormat une hernie a la quelle, il no ſeroit point poſ- 
ſible de remedier, que pour prevenit cet accident, 
dont if, eſt menace et que movement violent; tel que 
celui d'une chaiſe de poſte, et l'agitation de la mer ge 
manqueroient pas de determiner, il eſt .abfolument 
indiſpenfable qu'il reſte encore quelque tems a Paris. 
En foi de quoi nous lui avons delivte le en cet. 
tificate. 4 Paris, 11 LT be ba 2 2nd 
NIN NILVCV.. 22 n 
DuzouaRre, - 
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Kin g 8 meſſage. The e * 
Kearſh and Balfe, have relation to a 
that paper ; conſequently, Mr. Wiuikes 
could be charged with only that publica- 
tion. But the Houſe ordered one and 
twenty witneſſes to attend, moſt of whom 
could only prove the re- publication; that 
is, the printing the North Britons in vo- 
lumes ; which was not before the Houſe. 
The names of the witneſſes were, 
William Fobnſtone, Bookſeller; he could 
only prove ſome trivial intercourſe with 
Mr. Wilkes, relative to the North Bri- 
ton in its infantine ſtate. | 
\Richard Balfe, and George Kearſly (the 
original Printer and Publiſher of the North 
Briton, Number 45) were rot examined; 
informations being filed againſt both in 
the King's Bench. Upon the trial be- 
tween Mr. WiLkzsand Mr. Woop, they 
were excuſed giving any teſtimony, left 
{ſuch evidence might tend to their own 
condemnation, But the letters, and other 
papers, ſeized at Kear/ly's, were read. 
Andrew Millar, Bookſeller, and Thomas 
12 N Cagelt, his ET could only prove Mr. 
1 . | WiLKEs 
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Wir xxs having offered to treat with Mr. 0 


Millar about publiſhing the firſt Number 
of the North Briton, which he declined, 
Charles Shaw (Baijfe's apprentice) could 


only prove the printing of the North Bri-- 


ton, Number 4.5, buthe knew not where 
the proof ſheet went. 

Anne Balfe was not obli ged to give exi- 
dence againſt her huſband. * 
Jonathan Scott could only prove Mr. 
WiLKzs's hand writing. 

Willam Richardſon, Printer, 0 only 
prove the publication of tho firſt 1 
five numbers. 

All the other witneſſes ts were che 
Printers that had worked in Mr. WILK ESS 
bouſe) could ſpeak only to the re- publica- 
tion; and all of them, except Curry, were 
extremely unwilling even to do that. 

Curry then was the grand and only evi- 
dence upon which the Houſe was to de- 
termine the authorſhip of Mr. Wits. 
This man did not even know Mr. Wilks 
until ſome months after the :forty-fith 

number of the North. Briton had been 
Publiſhed. He could only ſay, that being 
221120 5 
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4 workman in Mr. WaLxzs's houſe, 
he was one of thoſe who re- printed all 


the North Briaons in volumes for Mr. 
Wil xks, and by that gentlemanꝰs order. 
He could ſay nothing but what related to 
the republication, or rather the reprinting, 
of thoſe papers. And as to the Eflay on 
Woman, he acknowledged, that he had 
received money for furniſhing a copy 
of that, which he had taken out of 
Mr. Wrzxes's houſe.” After ſeveral mo- 
tions for adjourning, all of which were 
carried in the negative, the Houſe, at 


length, reſolved, without a diviſion, or 
any other evidence, that Mr. WIL KES was 


guilty of ariting and publiſhing the North. 
Briton; and then they immediately expel- 
led him; which was alſo carried without 
a diviſion. To people, without doors, 
theſe proceedings appeared unaccountably 


ſtrange and precipitate. Mr. WiLKes 
had been ſerved with a ſubpœna, and he 


bad entered his appearance to the proſe - 
cutions againſt him ih the Court of King's 

Bench, where the matter must, if the 
Attorney General pleaſed, be determined 


_C _ 
within a month at fartheſt; What need 
was there then of this pre- judging his 
cauſe, and pre=determining his - guilt 
while the matter was clearly ſub. judice in 
Weſtminſter Hall? A month's patience 
in the Houſe of Commons could not hin- 
der the courſe of juſtice. Why then was 
he put to the ſad and affecting neteſſityof 
revealing his defence ſo near his trial? 
Was it merely to obviate a motion of ex- 
pulſion; or was it to give the Crown 
Lawyers an opportunity of knowing and 
anticipating his defence upon the day of 
trial? or upon what principle can this 
rapid proceeding be juſtified? Surely it 
would have ſhewn a more tender regard 
for the Liberties of the ſubject, and the 
conſtitutional principles of government; 
to have declined this grand attack un. 
til the Court below had determined the 
point. It would havebeen more humane, 
and more generous, - And what material 
difference could ariſe in the trivial delay 
of a month, at fartheſt, to the diſſeuſſion 
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of a — of ſuch extraordinary mag- 


e 

HFlere ended the conſideration of the 
royal complaint. The Commons could 
do no more. They had arraigned, found 
guilty, and puniſhed. It now remained 
for Weſtminſter-hall to do its part; and 


_ thereahe Court of King's Bench ſeemed 
to follow the example of the Houſe of 


Commons; that is, Mr. WiIIEkES was 
tried by the evidence that related only to 
the re- publication; which proved to a de- 


monſtration, that Government had not 


evidence ſufficient to reach Mr. WILEES 


upon the original publication; for upon 


the acquiſition of Curry. the Attorney 
General deſerted his ii proſecution, and 
ex officio filed a ſecond information a- 
gainſt the North Briton, that was re-printed 
in'Mr.'WiLKkEs's houſe ; to prove which 
fact Curry was the evidence. But when 
this cauſe ſtood ready for trial, and a very 
ſhort time before it was to come on, Francis 
Barlow, of the Crown- office, received 
directions from Mr. WALLACE, or Mr. 


* to PIN to a, Judge to get the 


8 infor- 
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information againſt Mr. W1LKes amended; 
by ſtriking out the word ** purport,” and 
inſerting in its ſtead, the word ** tenor. 
Upon which Barlow applied to Lord 
MansFIELD, and obtained a ſummons to 
ſhew cauſe why it ſhould not be ſo a- 
mended; and Mr. PuiLipps, Mr. 
W1LKEs'sSolicitor, attended Lord MAxs- 
FIELD, at his houſe in Bloomſbury-ſquare, 
on Monday the 2oth of February 1764, 


(which was the day before Mr. WIL EEs's 7M 


trial) in conſequence of that ſummons. 
Lord MANSs FIELD aſked him, what ob- 
jections he had to ſuch an amendment? 
he anſwered, that he could not conſent: 
upon which Lord MansF1ELD faid, he 
did not aſk his conſent, but wanted to 
know what were his objections; and 
aſked, if it was not uſual to amend infor- 
mations, or to that effect. Then having 
read ſome precedents, out of a book 
which his Lordſhip had in his hand, he 


made a written order to amend the ſaid 


information in the manner applied for. 

Poſſibly, if this error had not been diſ- 

covered and corrected, Mr. WII K ESS 
| e Counſel, 


| 2 67) | 
Counſel, in caſe of his being found 
guilty, might, and did probably intend, 
to have moved in arreſt of judgment. 
But' no ſecurity to the Crown, againſt 
Mr. Wirxzs, being left unguarded, he 
had nothing to truſt to but a Jury ; and 
even in obtaining this moſt ſacred and 
indiſputable right of Engliſhmen, a very 
ſtrange and unaccountable. ſtep was taken 
by ſomebody, whom no pains have yet 
been ſufficient to diſcover, Letters were 
ſent to ſeveral of the Jury, figned *© Sum- 
moning Officer,” acquainting them that 
Mr. WirExs's trial was put off to another 
day; which prevented thoſe to whom 
. theſe letters were ſent, from attending 
their duty at Weſtminſter-hall, at the 
real time of his trial. Whether the ad- 
vantage or injury of Mr. WiLxes was the 
object of theſe letters, does not poſitively 
appear. The Jury which tried him for 
the North Briton found him guilty; as did 
alſo that which tried him for printing the 
Eſſay on Woman; and he not appearing 
to receive ſentence, was outlawed in the 
coutſe of a year. e 
_ 8 2 CH AP. 
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| CHAP. XVIII. 


4 legal Neue ng. . Mr. Wille 
brought under conſideration. Meeting of 
the Minority to ſettletheir motions. Com- 
plaint againſt Mr. Wood and Mr. Webb; 
diſcharged. Motion to condemn General 
Warrants: Adjourned for tuo days. 
. Reſumed : The queſtion altered and nar- 
. rowed. Mr. Pitt's vindication of himſelf 
in having iſſued ſuch warrants. Duke of © 
- Newcaſtle's requeſt of his friends. The 
Queſtion not ſub judice; yet adjourned, for 
. Jour months. Liſt of the Minority. 
Motion for a bill: rejected. Minority 
blamed for not moving againſt the ſeizure 
of Papers, and other offences. Fiews 7 
Soth par nes. 4 


HEN Parliament wy done its 
- utmoſt, and all its proceedings 


againſt Mr. WIL kxSs were finiſhed, and 


when the Crown, and the honour of the 
Crown, were both ſatisfied and vindica- 
ted, then the conſideration of the illegal 
proceedings of Government was taken 


> GW ; up. 
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up. The matter Was opened to the Ho 
upon general grounds, atiſing out of the 
complaint againſt Mr. Wirxkks at the 
beginning of the ſeſſion, and ſo purely for 
the honour and dignity of the Houſe, and 
the rights of the ſubject, without the leaſt 
regard to individuals, that it was, by the 


direction of the Houſe, formed into a com- 


| plaint of a breach of privilege, committed 
by Mr. Woo and Mr. WE BBB, and the 
Meſſengers, in impriſoning Mr. Wir Ek xs, 
and ſeizing his papers. Another motion 
was made to lay the warrant before the 
Houſe, by which Mr. WII K Es had been 
"apprehended. This would have led to a 


| poſitive determination, as far as the opi- 


nion of one branch of the legiſlature can 
be called fo, of the legality of that war- 


rant; for the juſtification, of the gentlemen 


complained of muſt have depended upon | 
the validity of it. But this ſecond motion 


Was rejected, and the matter of complaint 


was ordered to be heard on the 13th of 


February, 1764. Conferences, in the 
mean time, were held by ſome of the then 


e perſons 3 in the Minority, for the 


n manage- 


1 0 
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. management of this buſineſs, particularly | 
at Sir Grok RE Saviir' 8. where the 
motions were ſettled, at a meeting con- 
fiſting of Sir Anthony Abdy, Sir William : 
| Baker, Peter Burrell, Eſq; Lord Jobn 
Cavendiſh, Jobn Dodd, Eſq; William Fitz- 
Herbert, Eſq; Col. Fi itzroy, Right Hon. 
James Grenville, Serjeant Hewitt, Sir Wil- 
iam Meredith, Lord Midletan, George 
Onſlow, Eſq; Col. Onſlow, Robert Pratt, 
_Efq; Sir George Savile, T. Bomas Townſhend, 
jun. Eſq; Hon. Thomas Walpole, and Fobn 
Whyte, Eſqs. . On the 1 3th of February 
the matter of complaint was adjourned to 
the 14th. On that day it was entered 
into; and the facts having been fully exa- 
mined, it became neceſſary to condemn the 
- warrant, in order to eſtabliſh the breach of 
privilege which had been committed under 
it. For this reaſon the following general 
queſtion was propoſed, That a warrant 
for apprehending and ſeizing the Author, 
Printers, and Publiſhers, of a ſeditious 
* libel, together with their papers, is not 
' warranted bylaw.” Yet the conſideration 
of this queſtion 1 was declined, in order to 


W 
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diſcharge the complaint againſt Mr. Woop 
and Mr. WBB, previous to the exami- 
nation into the legality of the warrant; 
upon what ground of reaſon, law or juſ- 
| Ace, is not eaſy to be. conceived, there 
betog ſuch a connection. between the war- 
rant, and the perſons complained of, that 
ine Houſe had determined nothing could 
fepatate them in the beginning ; nothing 
therefore could equal the inconſiſtency of 
firſt diſcharging the order of complaint, 
and then going into the conſideration of 
che legality of the warrant. The Houſe 
having ſat till half an hour paſt ſeven in 
the morning of the 16th, the queſtion was 
put to adjourn to the 17th, which, tho 
ſo late in the morning, and many ſtaunch 
friends to the Minority known to be gone 
. | home, was carried but by a ſmall majo- 
_ - rity, only 208 againſt 184; which, con- 
+ fidering the very great ſuperiority the 
_ . Adminiſtration had had upon all the other 
_ diviſions, was conſidered as a kind of vic- 
tory over them ; and it was univerſally 
believed, that on the 17th they would be 
Oy defeated. However, on the 1 7th. 


$4 _ . the 
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the Adminiſtration, by ſeveral motions 
and alterations, narrowed the. ground of 
the general queſtion, in order to bring it. 
to the individual warrant that had iſſued, 


and to add thereto facts relative to the 
practice of Secretaries of State and Courts 


of Law. At laft the reſolution adopted. 
by the Houſe for its queſtion. was. this, 
% That a, general warrant, for apprehend- 


ing and ſeizing the Authors, Printers and _ 


Publiſhers of a ſeditious and treaſonable 
libel, together with their papers, is not 
warranted by law; altho' ſuch warrant has 


been iſſued according to the uſage of 


office, and has been frequently produced 
to; and ſo far as appears to this Houſe, 
the validity thereof has never been debated 
in the Court of King's Bench, but the 
parties thereupon have been frequently 
balled by the ſaid Court.“ And the 


Lawyers were the principal perſons who 


moved and enforced all. theſe narrowing, 


qualifying, and apologizing amendments. 
Much had been already { ſaid of the ptac- 
tice and uſage of office, in order to give a 
colour of juflification for the conduct of 
| Lord 
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Lord HALIFAX ; 3 the adminiſtration had 
called for papers and volumes of records, 
in. order to juſtify their proceedings. by 
that uſage; and Mr. PiTT being in the 


Houſe, and a very warm advocate for the 
queſtion, his adminiſtration was quoted 


as a ſanctification of ſuch uſage. It i is | 
true, that in the office-papers which were 
produced, there did appear to have been 
two ſuch warrants iflued by Mr. Pix; ; 
one for the ſeizure of certain perſons on 
board a ſhip going to France; the other 
for apprehending the Count de St. Ger- 
main, a foreigner, and ſuppoſed to be a 
ſpy. Theſe were iſſued in the midſt of a 
War with France, not for libels, but as 
in caſes of high treaſon ; and the cauſe 
juſtified the proceeding. He acknow- 
ledged they were againſt law; that in one 
of them he conſulted his friend, the At- 
torney General at that time, (now Lord 
CAMDEN) who told him, he warrant 
would be illegal, and if be iſſued it he muff 
take the conſequence ; nevertheleſs, prefer- 
ing the general ſafety in time of war, and 
pub- 
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public 4 to every perſonal conſidera- | 
tion, that he run the riſk (as he would 
of his head, had that been the forfeit, 
upon the like motive) and did an extraordi- 
nary act, againſt a ſuſpicious foreigner juſt 
come from France; that he was ready to 


anſwer it before his country, if they called 
him to an account; and that in his opinion, 


the apparent neceſſity of the thing, and 
the real exigency of the time, muſt al- 
ways be the teſt, and alone vindicate, and 
be the ſafeguard of any Miniſter, who, at 
a criſis, exceeds the STERN laws of his 
country.” 
The Duke of Newcaſtle's — 
tion was quoted with more propriety. 
was aſſerted, that his Grace had we an 
infinitenumber of theſe warrants. Though 
the fact was undeniable, yet ſuch uſage 


could not juſtify what was illegal; for uſage 
in matters of law that are doubtful, is a 

good expoſitor of the law; but uſage 
_ againſt law is oppreſſion. Therefore, the | 
Duke of NEwcasTLE was as liable to 


cenſure for his conduct as Lord Hart 
2 FAX 
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FAX ; andi it muſt be acknowledged, chat 
| his Grace had requeſted, previous to this 


queſtion being ſettled at the private meet- 
ings, © That no perſonal regard to him- 
ſelf might influence the conduct of his 


neareſt relation or friend; for that he 
ſnould be forry, if, from that tenderneſs 


of his friends to him, the future exerciſe 


of a power, which was of ſuch conſe- 


quence to the public, ſhould not be pre- 


vented. But as no cenſure was intended 
againſt Lord HALTITAx, the Duke of 
NxwWeAsTLE might with great ſafety 


make this declaration. When the Admi- 
niſtration found that no juſtification, no 
precedents, no uſage of office, would 
avail; that the illegality of the warrant 


was ſtrongly and poſitively aſſerted by Mr. 


PITT, and many others ; and that the 


. Crown Lawyers did not venture to diſpute 
it, they changed their argument, and went 


upon the impropriety of deciding in Par- 


liament, a queſtion then depending in a 
Court of judicature. It was affirmed, that 


| in the gauſe then depending in the Court 
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of Common Pleas, between Mr. Wil kes 
(who then was not. outlawed): and Lord 
Harirax, this g eat queſtion concerning 
the illegality of the warrant muſt come in 
iſſue, as it was the great point upon 
which that cauſe muſt turn: the queſtion 
being therefore a mere point of law, and 
clearly ſub judice, it ought to be left to the 
free determination of the Judges, and the 
ſenſe of a Jury, without an attempt to 
biaſs them by a previous reſolution of Par- 
liament. Surely theſe gentlemen hadforgot 
what they themſelves had ſo vigourouſly 
promoted and done in the beginning of the 
Seſſion. While the North Briton was 
under proſecution in the Court of King's 
Bench, and ſome months previous to 
any determination being had in the Court, 
they took up the conſideration of the 
paper in Parliament, and upon the mere 
view of it, without enquiring into the 
truth of any cicumſtances that the author 
might rely upon, or the Public's opinion 
of his intent thereby, determined it to he 
a el; and yet this is not only what 

| * 
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great Judges eſteem a mere point of law, 
but what by ſome. is held to be a very 
diflicuts point of law. They went fut- 
ther; for they afterwards called for evi- 
dence, in order to find out who was the 
author; and it appearing to them, al- 
though by witneſſes not upon oath, and 
ſome who did not know Mr. Wi1LKEs, 


till“ ſeveral months after the fact was 


committed, that Mr. WiIIkES was the 
author, they expelled him; after ſetting 
and deliberating upon their conduct till 
half an hour after three in the morning. 
Now this laſt is a fact which by the con- 
ſtitution of this country is to be tried by a 
Jury. Nay, the Commons came to both 
theſe reſolutions, whilſt the ſame matter 


was in a courſe of trial before a Jury in 
the Courts below.” But this queſtion of 


the illegality of the warrant was not in a 


courſe of determination in the Courts be- 


low. It was admitted, indeed, by the 


Lawyers in the Minority, that in Mr. 


WirXXXS's action againſt Lord HAL IT Ax, 
the queſtion might come in iſſue; but 
there 
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there was a Joubr; nay; there was an als 
moſt certainty, that that action never 
would come to trial; privilege, on the 
dice of the Secretary of State, and inability 
on the fide of Mr. WIL kxS, had hither- 


5 prevented it, and in all probability 


would prevent it for ever. The fallacy 
of this objection being manifeſt, the mi- 
nority went into the importance of the 
general queſtion; they affirmed it to be 
of the utmoſt conſequence to the Liberty 
of the ſubject ; the very eſſence of private 
and perſonal liberty depended upon it; 
the minds of the public were extremely 
agitated; and a deciſion was expected, for 
the ſatis faction of the preſent age and the 
ſecurity of future times. Still the Admi- 
niſtration adhered to their principle of the 
impropriety of coming to any determina- 
tion upon a point of law, while it was 
depending in the Courts oſ Juſtice. They 
moved therefore to adjourn the debate to 
that day four months. And at half un 
hour after five in the morning, of the 18th, 
the queſtion to adjourn was put, and 


i car- 
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carried by 232 againft 118. - The names N 
of the Minority the reader wil find in N 


the note“. 
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 Juppeſed to be in that Intereſt. 
IR Aer Abdy [ William Burt 
85 George Adams Peter Burrel 
5 Gen. A Court Bartholomew Burton 
William Aiſlabie Col. Richard Burton 
Lord Viſc. Allen Jo ohn Butler 
Thomas Anſon lummer Byde 
Hon. Andrew Archer Peregrine Bertie 
Sic George Armita Col. Calcraft 
William Aſhburnham Nicholſon Calvert 
Pierce Aſhe A Court | John Calvert 
Sir John St. Aubin | Pryſe Campbell 
Sir William Baker Daniel Campbell 
Sir John Barrington | Right Hon. Lord George | 
Charles Barrow | Cavendiſh 
Col. Barre Major Gen. Lord Fred. 
Benjamin Bathurſt Cavendiſh | 
Aubery Beauclerk | Lord John Cavendiſh 
William Beckford Sir Thomas Cave 
William Bentinck Anthony Champion 
Wilbrabam Bootle Hon. Wm. Chetwynd 
Crab Bolton | Nath. Cholmondeley 
Edward Bouverie | Thomas Cholmondeley 4 
Sir Piercy Bret - | Sir Kenrick Clayton 
Henry Bridgman | William Clayton 
Sir Brook Bridges | Charles Cocks 5! 
ohn Buller 1 Sir William Codrington 
ames Buller : Wenman Coke 
John Bullock Sir George Colebrook 
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chere was a doubt, nay, there was an al 
moſt certainty, that that action never 

1 would come to trial; privilege on the 
3X8 --lide of the Secretary of State, and inability 
4 1 =” the ſide of Mr. WII ks, had hither. 

8 to prevented it, and in all probability 
Sg would prevent it for ever. The fallacy 
of this objection being manifeſt, the mi- 
nority went into the importance of the 
general queſtion; they affirmed it to be 
of the utmoſt conſequence to the Liberty 
of the ſubject; the very eſſence of private 
and perſonal liberty depended upon it; 
the minds of the public were extremely 
| agitated; and a deciſion was expected, for 
the ſatisfaction of the preſent age and the 
ſecurity of future times. Still the Admi- 
niſtration adhered to their principle of the 
impropriety of coming to any determina- 
tion upon a point of law, while it was 
depending in the Courts of-Jaſtice.” "They 
moved therefore to adjourn the debate to 
that day four months. And at half un 
hour after five in the morning, of the 18th, 
the queſtion to adjourn was put, and 
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carried by 232 againſt 118. I names 


of the Minority the reader wil find = ye, 


the note “*. 
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largeſt diviſon; with the abſent Members 
* to be in 2 Intereſt. WP 


IR Anthony Abdy. 
George Adams 


8 


William Aiſlabie 
Lord Viſc. Allen 
Thomas Anſon 


Hon. Andrew hockey 


Sir George Armitage 
William Aſbburnham 


Pierce Aſhe A*Court - 


Sir John St. Aubin 
Sir William Baker 
Sir John Barrington 
Charles Barrow 
Col. Barre 
Benjamin Bathurſt 
Aubery Beauclerk 
William Beckford 
William Bentinck 
Wilbrabam Bootle 
Crab Bolton 
Edward Bouverie 
Sir Piercy Bret 
Henry Bridgman 
Sir Brook Bridges 
ohn Buller 
James Buller 
Tohn Bullock 


Gen. A Court 
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William Burt 
Peter Burrel 


Bartholomew Burton 


Col. Richard Burton 

4 ohn Butler 
lummer Byde 

Peregrine Bertie 


| Col. Calcraft 


Nicholſon Calvert 
John Calvert 


Pryſe Campbell 


Daniel Campbell | 

Right Hon. Lord George 

_ Cavendiſh | 

Major Gen. Lord Fred. 
Cavendiſh | 

Lord John Cavendiſh 


| Sir Thomas Cave 


Anthony Champion 
Hon. Wm. Chetwynd 


| Nath. Cholmondeley 


Thomas Cholmondeley 
Sir Kenrick Clayton 
William Clayton 
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Wenman Coke 
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When the debate was over, Sir Jonn 
Purrirre moved the Houſe for a bill to 
declare 


* 


Hon. Lt. Gen. Conway | 
George Cooke 
Velters Cornwal 
Thomas Coventry 
Henry Curwen 


4 Damer {al 


ir Edward Deering 
George Delaval 
George Dempſter 
gun d | 

illiam Dowdſwell 

Sir Francis Drake 
Lee Dummer 
Edward Elliot 
Sir John Elwel 
Sir Matt. Featherſtone 
Saville Finch / 
Brice Fiſher 
William Fitzherbert 
Major Gen. Fitzwilliam 
William Fitzmaurice 
Col, Charles Fitzroy 
Thomas Foley 
Brook Forreſter | 
Thomas Foſter 
Roſe Fuller 
Themas Fuller 
Lord Gage ö | 
Sir John | Gibbon 
Capt. Sir Alex. Gilmore 
Richard Glover 
Sir Richard Glynn 


* 90 


Rt. Hon. James Grenville 
| Lotd Grey 


, wg Bond Sir John 


rifin Griffin 
Thomas Groſvenor 
ga Grant 

ord Galway 
Sir Thomas Hales 
Capel Hanbury 
Harbord Harbord 
Hon. Thomas Harley 
John Hervey 
Hon. Capt. Will. Hervey 
Serjeant — 
Rowland Holt 
Lieut. Gen. Honeywood 


Lieut. Gen. Howard 


Lord Viſcount Howe 
Hon, Col. Howe 
George Hunt 
Richard Huſſey 
Thomas Hutchins 
George Jennings * 
Col. Irwin © 
Thomas Knight 

Sir Robert Ladbroke 


| Major Gen. Lambton 


Edwin Laſcelles 
Daniel Laſcelles 
Edward Laſcelles 
William Lawrence 


Peter Leg 


| Frantis —— 


Sir Robert b. 
Simon 
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Joſeph Mellim 
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declare General Warrants and the ſeizure 
e ag 3 1 e on 


e 5094 nt e 
Edward 


3 Lutterel 
1 0 Mawbey 


ir William Merodih 
Sir George Metham 
Hugo Meynell | | 
Lord Viſe Middleton 
Richard Middleton 
Lord Middleſex _ 
Richard Mille 


Sir John Morgan 
Themas Morgan | 
Thomas Morgan, j Jun. 1 Lord Royſton . 
Coe Charles Morgan "act Ruſhout 


Jar 3 Paste g. 
Ames urray | r 

Arnold Nell ne . ben. 
Lord Newnham Sir Charles Saunders 1 
Thomas Nopel Hon. Edwin Sandys 


Henry On — | James Swen 
Fitzroy Scudamore | _ 
S5 On Charles Scudamors 
| — Thomas „ ee] 
Jo awe Page Robert Shafto 
ir Thomas Palmer | John Shelley: 
Thomas Pelham | Sir Edward Simpion 
r 3 4 Thoms — 
dme Staunton. - 
Re. Hon. WII WILL. PI TT I Richard Stevens 
ohn Pitt | Humpheny Sturt 
John Plumptreę Lawrence Sullivan 
N JS 
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ment; except in certain caſes, and under 
ſuch limitations, as ſhould be mentioned 
and deſeribed in the ſaid act. He was 


ohn Tempeſtt I Lord Winterton 
ohn Thomlinſon William 9 n 
ight © Hon. — Sir George TEN 0 
Townſhend eg I Hon. Charles 6 
Charles Townſhend '' I Hon. John Yorke 
Hon. Tho. Townſhend ABSE N T. 
Thomas Townſhend ] John Offley - * 
Sir William Trelawny | George Brudenel . 
Sir Chriſtopher Treiſe | Richard Cavendiſh * 
William 'Trevannion | Peter Dennis LT 
Clement Tudway _ | Mites Barnes 
Foſter Tuftnel Cecil Forreſter © 
2 Tuck feld __ Gulſton 
on. Fred. Vane I Sir Gilbert Heatheot 
Arthur Vanſittart _ John Hewit 
Lord Villiers _ Samuel Egerton ä 
Sir Francis Vincent - | Right Hon. Hen. Legg 
Edmund Waller I | John Luther” * So 


Hon. Thomas Walpole | James Long 

Hon. Hor, Walpole' = Parker 

Hon. Sir Edw. Walpole ord Harry Powlett L 
Hon. Boyle EY Thomas Prowſe ' 
Sir George Warren | Matthew Ridley 


Thomas Watſon © - | Sir John Ruſhout 
James Weſtt Hon. Sir Will. Nankeps 
Thomas Whichcot Thomas Trac FL — 
ohn Whyte I Fon. George V.Vemen 
1ajor Gen. Whitmore | George Wrieht | 
James Whitſhed © ] Hon, "Aug Keppel 
Andrew Wilkinſoen Hon. George Monſon 
William Will I | Hon, William Craven 
William ge en 1 | &c. &c. &c. e. 
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ſupported . by ſeveral in the Adminiſtra- 
tion. But the Minority oppoſed it; be. 
cauſe they thought, a bill 2 37 and 
brought in by men in office, who had been 
attempting to. juſtify their own proceed- 
ings, would, undoubtedly. be a preroga- 
tive bill. If a bill be at all neceſſary, 
ſaid they, it ſhould be framed, by thoſe 
who are contending. for liberty, and not 
thoſe. who are endeayouring to evade the 
er th N e motion was therefore re- 


5 The Majotity by which the 3 of 
adjournment was carried, was ſo ſmall, 
that the Adminiſtration may rather be 
ſaid to have had an eſcape, than to have 
obtained a victory. And ſome of the 
leaders of the Minority imagined they be- 
gan to totter. Theſe patriots now thought 
they had done enough to get themſelves 
into offices; and they were afraid of at- 


tempting any thing 3 leſt they ſnould 


thereby ruin the probability of their ſup- 
poſed ſucceſs: Which was one reaſon for 
their not making. a ſecond effort, upon. a 
motion they had formed againſt the ſeizure 

T 2 1 Up 
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of Papers, which was generally expected. 
That was a point of real importance" to 
the Liberty of the ſubject; and a con- 
demnation of à praftice fo- Horrid and 
illegal as the ſeizure of Papers indoubtedly 
was, would have given the moſt. ſenfible 
pleaſure" td every Engliſhmah. But the 
real truth is, theſe patriots by halves 
only, when they were in office, were 48 
ſtrong prerogative men as thoſe whom 
they now oppoſed; and hoping -ſhottly 
to be in office again, they did not chaſe 
to condemn a practice which many of 
them held to be both juſtifiable and ne- 
eeſſary. So that this Minority were 
not ſuch warm and ſineere friends to Li- 
berty as they pretended: Though they 
were at infinite pains, and ſome expence, 
to make the public believe their profeſſions, 
from their attempt 'to condemn General 
Warrants. But not a ſtep would they 
take towards either remedying or con- 
demning the greater grievance; relative to 
papers; not an inch further would they 
go although they were ſure of 

the queſtion. If it be legal to Sire pa- 


Pers 
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s (and ſuch filence almoſt implies. it) 
it is a matter of indifference to the unfor- 
tunate perſon whoſe houſe is plundered 
for them, whether the ſearch and ſeizure 
are made under the authority of a general 
or a particular warrant : if a general war- 
rant will not do, a particular one may 
ſoon be had: a Secretary of State can ne- 
ver be many minutes in finding a Juſtice 
of Peace to iſſue a watrant for him. The 
queſtion is, Is ſuch a practice legal ? The 
Minority would not ſay, No. Many of 

them are ſuppoſed to approve of it, in cer- 
tain caſes ; as in high treaſon, &c. but they 
would "neither tell the public what chol⸗ 
caſes were, nor under what reſtrictions 
the practice ought to be put. They hung | 
out a ſpecious, but deceitful, appearance of 
Liberty, a kind of @ will with a uiſp, and 
intreated the public to follow it.---The 
evaſion of the Habeas Corpus, and the 
cloſe impriſonment, were wholly indefen- 
ſible, and would have afforded them moſt 
excellent queſtions. Thoſe tranſactions 
were clearly againſt law, and therefore 
ought to have been cenſured, Perhaps, with 


; " "IS 4 reſpect . 
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reſpeR to the warrant, the right and beſt 
ray of proceeding would have been to 
e moved a complaint againſt the Se- 
crete XY himſelf ; at leaſt it would have 
the moſt conſtitutional, and. moſt be- 
CO: 8 the dignity of Parliament. But 
gdaority did not aim at doing juſtice 
:© . laws of their country. The bent 
of their deſires was to get into office. 

The obje& of both parties, not half a 
dozen excepted, in ſupporting and oppo- 
ſing the determination of this queſtion, 
relative to General Warrants, were, ſingly 
and excluſively, the emoluments of of- 
fice : one to remain in poſſeſſion of what 
they enjoyed, and the other to ſeize thoſe 
benefits for themſelves. In no age, 
except that which produced the deſtruc- 
tion of the Roman Liberty, were venality 
and corruption ſo prevalent as at this time 
in Britain, Thoſe very few, who are 
really honeſt, and are in a ſituation - of 
viewing the ſcandalous tranſactions of the 
majority of the Great, cannot help look- 
ing with horror and deteſtation upon two 
dodies of men regulating their whole con- 


duct f 


* 
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duct by the ſingle rule of intereſt ; plun- 


dering, or wiſhing to plunder, an oppreſ- 
ſed, diſtracted and exhauſted country; 


and covering, or attempting to cover, their 
baſe deſigns, with the moſt ſolemn pro- 
teſtations of love for the public, and 
claiming, the title of Patriots; a title 
which was formerly more honourable than 
any which a court could beſtow, but which 
their repeated perfidy has now 1 to 
3 . 5 


CHAP, 
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Hes. The Minority broken. . Dsfmiſtans 
of the Gru "Comny and Acourt. 
Mr. Webb Hed for perf ury, aud Rear 
and Willian for TOTES: the rr 
Brilon. * 


= E © 
19 


HE ſecond 1 - 
tion was the exciſe upon cyder. . 


Upon the motion to renew the tax, an at- 
tempt was made to introduce © alterations 


and amendments ;” but upon the queſtion 1 


being put, it was carried in the negative, 
by 167 againſt 125. Then it was ar- 


gued, kh&. inſiſted upon; that an. appeal 
to juries was neceſſary; and would re- 
move an eſſential part of the ſubjects com- 
plaints. Accordingly, on the 8th of 
March, 1764, a motion was made for 


regulating the mode of collection by Ex- 


ciſe, ſo as to ſecure to the ſubject their 
undoubted right of trials by juries; and 
to reſtrain, by penalties, any abuſes of the | 
Offi- 
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Officers of Exciſe contrary to law.” But 
it was carried in the negative by 166 againſt 
120. At the time of putting this queſtion. 
a very conſiderable part of the Minority 
were abſent. The fact is, that ſeveral of 
them were for this Exciſe; and another 
conſiderable part of them did not chuſe to 
attend upon this occaſion, becauſe the 
Cyder Members had not aſſiſted them 
upon the points they had ſo warmly con- 
teſted. To this want of union in thoſe 
whoſe indiſpenfible intereſt ĩt was to have 
firmly united, the Miniſter owed his ma- 
jority upon both the General Warrants and 
the Exciſe. upon Cyder. Two or three of 
the principals, finding 'themſelves-duped 
in their expectations of getting into offices, 
were ſo ſoured and chagrined by that 
diſappointment, that they began to give 
over all thoughts of oppoſition, and ta 
trouble themſelyes. no further about it, 
Mr. Piræ totally abſented himſelf; and 
Mr. CRaRTES TownsenD, immediately 
upon the 1g Pct of the 3 

l | 
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bridge to oppoſe Lord SANDWICH in his 
defign of becoming Vice Chancellor of 
that Univerfity, By the abſence of theſs 
two principal oy: at that critical time, 


the ſpirit of oppoſition inſtantly cooled, 
and the Miniſter as ſuddenly recovered 
his ſtrength. The probability of ſucceſs 
being now further removed than ever, 
they began to break with one another; and 
every man became jealous of his friend 
being either reconciled 'to the Miniſter, 
er ſome way or other making his peace at 
St. James's, before himſelf. In a few 
weeks, defertion and diſſatisfaction pre- 
vailed throughout the whole party: inſo- 
much that when the public buſineſs came 
on, that is, the plan of ſupplies, which 
every oppoſition has always thought itſelf 
bound to oppoſe, they were almoſt totally 
ſilent; which gave to the Miniſter boch 
a manifeſt appearance of ſuperiority, 
that it had a wonderful effect upon what 
are called the Flying Squadron, a conlide- 
rable part of whom had joined the Mino- 
rity upon the late probability of ſucceſs 
* that quarter: they. were now ſo tho- 
roughly 


_ (91) 
roughly convinced of their error that they 


returned to the court with vows of the 


moſt faithful attachment. The ſeſſion, 
therefore, ended without any further ef- 


forts of the Minority. 


Buſineſs being finiſhed, and the Admi- 
niſtration now in the meridian of their 
power, and, in their own idea, firm and 


immoyeable, they reſolved to chaſtiſe 
ſome of their military enemies, who had 
dared to oppoſe them upon thoſe queſtions 


which ſo eminently threatened their diſ- 
fol ution. The firſt of theſe, whom they 
thought proper to mark for puniſhment, 
was General Conway. He had a regi- 
ment, and was moreover. a Groom of the 
Bedchamber to the King; the former was 
taken from him, and from the latter he 


Was diſmiſs d. This conduct inſtantly 


created an alarm. It was conſidered by 
the Public as an attempt to deſtroy the 
freedom and independency of Parliament ; 
and by the Officers of the army as a pecu- 
liar hardſhip, and a diſgrace to their pro- 
"feffion, no reaſon being affigned for the 


"General's diſgrace. It muſt flacken the 


zeal 
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zeal of Officers (cad one of General Cox- 
WAY" 8 friends) when they ſee that, after a 
life ſpent i in the ſervice, they are liable to 
be turned, adrift, to ſatisfy the vedgeance 
of Miniſters, and for cauſes no Way N 
nected with the profeſſion. . It as the 
honour of Officers, as it inclines r men 
without doors to ſulpect that they at un- 
der fear of lofing their employments. 2 It 
indiſpoſes their countrymen. to chuſe them 
into Parliament, as an Officer can no 
longer be fuppoled a free Agent. The 
Public is hurt, if the rights of Parliament 
are violated, and if puniſh ment, which 
is only due to crimes, is ;oflifted on in- 
corruptible honeſty | and conſcientious 
virtue. It is hurt, if Miniſters revenge 
their own  animoſitics on the ſervants of the 
King and the Nation, and if they in effect 
declare, .that to defend the liberties of the 
TEN ſubjects the guardians of thoſe 
liberties to proſctiption. * 

Theſe diſmiſſions (continued the fame 
advocate) have ſometimes been exerciſed 
againſt men. who . have been regular. and 
forward i in re © as in the caſes of the 

Duke 


it wasreceived by the army, or whetherthe 
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| Bills 4 6 Bol To. the Lords Wer. 
PSs and Conan, | But Genera] 
Conwar's conduct was very different 
from that of thoſe noble Lords; j they were 
7751 And determined opponents to. 105 
hen Nligigter, he Was enliſt iſted in 

e X: 8 Bia 


opagated that he was a 1 to a 
ee before ke, I 155 Was 
nagt, nor intended te 4 engaged 0 Oo 


fition,”. + ave but one. vote, again 
Mipitter 85 Nee with the. lajority 

upon every queſtion againſt Mr. Wil xES, 
and v Was ſeveral times up to ſpeak, though 
never pointed to. He likewiſe voted with 


the Min alte u} pon the Exciſe, and every 


other delten dead the Whole ſel⸗ 
ſion, except the fingle affait of the War- 


tants. This diſmiſſion was therefore ſingu- 
lar, and could not fail exciting very ſtrong 
remarks. But whether the clamour raiſed 


by it, and the apparent diſguſt with which 


Adminiſtration thought this example ſuffi- 
cient to fix their wavering friends, or what 
Gn cauſes prevented a number of other 

diſ- 
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diſmiſſions of the like kind, certain, iti, 
they were not made, although they had 
been threatened. 
This inſtance of diſmifling General 
| Conway was not the firſt which the Ad- 
miniſtration had ſhewn to the Public, and 
the army, of their reſolution to. puniſh 
Sifobediznce. General AcourT had been 
diſmiſſed ſome time before: he had voted 
againſt the peace, and, as the miniſterial 
writers ſaid, had refuſed to obey an ofder 
from the Secretary at War, to diſmiſs a 
private ſoldier. It was affirmed in the 
public papers ( and that. affirmation was 

not contradicted) that the letter at the 
concluſion. of the forty-fifth number of 
the North-Briton,, contained the order | 
alluded to, The letter was as follows; 3 


By che Right Hon. Wubi 


"0 1. Eis, nemme | 

Haring ceceived his Majeſty's. com- 
mands, 3 hereby diſcharge Anthony Ni- 
chols, a private man, from the Coldſtream 
regiment of foot- guards, commanded by 
General James Lord 'TyRAawLEY, from 
$45 any 
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any further ſervice in the ſame regiment. 
 [ Given; under my hand and ſeal, at the 
A this 26th day of March, 1763. 
VW. ELLIS. 
75 all bis Majeſty 5 Officers,, civil 
| and military, whom it may concern. 
By the Articles of War, Sect. 3, Art, 
4 * Aſter a non-commiſſioned Officer, 
or Soldier, ſhall have beep duly enlifted 
and ſworn, he ſhall not be diſcharged our 
ſervice without a diſcharge in writing; and 
no diſcharge granted to him ſhall be al- 
lowed of as ſufficient, which is not hgned 
by a. Field Officer of the regiment into 
which he was enliſted; or Commanding 
| ail where no Field * of the regi- 
is in Great Britain.“ 
|  Quere. Is the Secretary at War a F ield 
Officer? or what Officer is he? 
No cauſe being aſſigned for either of 


14 theſe diſmiſſions. they did moſt certainly 
" deſerve, and for the honour of the con- 
NH ſtitution, as well as of the army, ſtrongly 
wy require a parliamentary examination. And 
y with reſpect to the caſe of General Acoux r, 
m one gentleman of the Minority propoſed 
ny making a motion of that kind, but when 


he 


— — 
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he came to mention it to his colleagues, 


he found them ſo backward, and ſo fear- 
ful of 


offenſive to St. James s, 
that he ſaw he ſhould not be ET 
therefore it was laid aſide v. 


* Mr. Webb, who hi ſac inthe eben 


Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Wood, that while in Mr. 
Wuükes's houſe he had no key in "bis hand, for ſome- 


_ thing to that effect) was indicted for P 2 5 
Grand Jury of Middleſex, and ed bob ore 
Mansfield, Ut Weſtminſter Hall, when the jury 


ter ſtay ing out a conſiderable time, at length — 


bim. Two of the witneſſes, on this — Weg, were, 
=o , the original publiſher of the North 1 


lien, who bei re-publihed the ng 


7 lumes. Proſecutions were carried on again 1 
for theſe offences, and they were both found guilty. 
The former fled to France for ſome time, but at 


ſurrendered, and was committed to the: King's 
Bench; from . he was releaſed aſter two 
monde confinement, in conſideration of chat he 
had already ſuffered, and the eee he had 
brought againſt the Meſſengers, others, for ſei- 


Zing and detaining his papers and accompt books were 


entirely withdrawn. But the latter was fined one hundred 


E impriſoned eight months, and ſet in the pil- 
ry: This laſt part of the ſentence, was ofar from 
proving a diſgrace, that it was converted into/a pub- 
lic triumph; for people gathered round the pillory in 
fuch aſtoniſhing numbers, and by words atidemblems 
and rewarding the Culprit with a ſum of money 
collected from the people preſent, ſhewed ſuch a 15 
deteſtation of ſome of the rincipal perſons ſuppoſ, 
to manage the arcana of State, that meg pillory ul 
ſcarcely again become an engine for N Intended 
puniſhment of public Libels. 
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| Of the Club in Albemarle-ſtreet, with a hf 


o P 4. 


of the Members... Death of the Dube 
Dane and Mr. Legge. 


HE caſe of Mi. WiIkxs fubnithing. 
the Minority with ſeveral ſtrong 
: and important conſtitutional queſtions, 
ſome gentlemen of weight and charac- 
ter early in the preceding winter pro- 
poſed to the party a ſcheme of Mcciation, 
the purpoſe of which was to keep their 
friends together, and to. give them the 
pleaſure of meeting and converling with 
each ot er. The 2 was approved by 


== =+4 © 


10 4 ur in Albernarle ſtreet, 
— by Mr. Wildman, was fixed upon 
ſor the, place of meeting, A ſybſcrip- 
tion was opened to pay the neceffary ex- 
pences, and all ſubſeribers were members 
of the, Club, which was formed under 
certain-regulatiops, No political buſi- 
neſs of aby kind was meant to be tranſ- 
ated * any of the meetings. The in- 
Mi tation was ſingly to preſefve union. 
3 The 


— 
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The followipg is a liſt of th the Members 


in the Year 1764. 


* A A n | 0 XW. «* A5 * vey 4 NN * 10 Wee 
Dukes of Devonſhire ; . Baronets,. 34 
8 Newcaſtle 2 A Sir Gevthe Savile © © 
Bolton Sir William Meredith 


| r Sir H. 5 


Portland Sir Ant. e 
Marquis of Pn Sir a 


_ Temple Sir Marm 
Cornwallis Sir George Colebroke. 
. Albemarle Sir George Armitage | 4 
IBM — M Sir Alex: Gilmour © 
Scarborough Sir Edw. Deering 1 
| Befborough Sir John Gibbons © 
nee 32 — * 1 
Clanbraſſil Sir Francis Vincent 


4 


Charlemont Sir E. Walpoley © © 
Viſcount Torrington, | | Sir O. Saunders 
Midleton Sir G. Warren K. B. 
| Alen Sir W. Beau-\: - - 
wil n champ Proctor TC? 
Lords Dacre ©  - William Baker 
__ ©. + Edgecumbe' ©! Sir George Metbam 
. + |, Abergavenny * Rt. Hon, H. B. . 
N Fortefcue © * Rt. Hon. J. Gren 

Sage W. Aſhburnham 
-,. Walpole * I, Crabb Bolton oh 
SGrantham Geo. Bridgeman 
* ee Peter Burrell 152. 
| M onſon J. Bentinck | 
Sondes Barth. Burton 
S8. Cavendiſn Ger e Byng 
F. Cavendiſh Hodg in on  Bankes 
jc) 55 Cavendiſh ; Goda 1 18 
TS illiers, 0 ul Mar FAT 
FE. Bentinck* 8 ullock” © 


5. 7 | 
Harry Paulet 1 Botler 
e 
9 4 LY te 194 3 04 Haar CRP ft9 * 
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i oh Col. Onflew ß, 
ichard Caven m E n 
Joon Calvert obert Pratt 
icholſon Calvert Thomas Pelham _ 
William Clayton , William Plumer 
Robert Clayton Fo ' Richard Pennant | 
* wo Y Gn. Henry Penn T 
ho. Cholafond 1 dw. Po 8 
* wg Chres * Harebun Powen eg 
ph Congreve  __JotinPlumptree 
Henry C Co 3 3 Tho. Robinſon 
Wenman Coke © John Ratdlife 
John Dodd 7 ohn Roberts 
Tho. Lee Dummer 01 Stewart "Fr? 
Giles Earle 2 el 
Hon. Col. Fitzroy ohn Scudamore 5 — 
Will. note ohn Shelley p 
Savile Finch + John Sawbrdge 
Brice Fiſher...  - Faces Scawen 
Richard F uller | ae n 
Roſe Fuller +: [John sere 
George 8 F 8 T. Townſhend | 
Capel — MM Townſhend, jun. 
James Hewitt Cha. Topuser of 
2 Hewett 1 Honningham 
ichard Ho Kin _ "Oh Townſhend,” of 
David Har ad Be Bond: ſtreet 1110 
George Hunt 1 Tracey” 
Fraſer Honey wood Geo. Foſter 3 
Willam Ingram "ov Tomlinſon 
- George Jennings Tho. Walpole 
James Jefferys Hon Boyle eee 
Hugo Meynell William Woodley ,;...” 
Joſeph Mawbey , Thomas Whetham” 
2 Murray JI. Warde 
aniel Mathew Lowland Wymm 
Nchard Mils ohn Walſh 
John Norris John Willis 
George Onſlow Serjeant Whitaker 


U 2 William 
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William Win ohn Whyte, E parſe 
William Woo. . J A | 
James Weſt mY I all 149. _ 


But when the party were broken and 
diſheartened, this Club dwindled to al- 
moſt nothing: the meetings were ſel- 
dom, and the companies ſmall, So that 
in a little time the houſe barely furniſhed 
che ſhadow of a party. 

During the ſummer the Minority "ug 
fered a conſiderable loſs in the death of 
the Duke of DxvoxsnIxT. His Grace 
had never been either vigorous or for- 
ward in oppoſition ; but his character 
was amiable, and his name was therefore 
ſerviceable ; he-had great intereſt, and he 
kept ſeveral from deſerting. In the 
ſpring Mr. Loox died: but his mode - 
ration, and more particularly his long ili- 
neſs, which had confined him for ſome 
time, prevented bis loſs being fe) ae j 


felt by the PAC 
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5 THe agi e bu, of precedence 


© thegMiniftry, whom he ivants to. abinget 
Ae par hament meets, and the gugſtion 


concerning General Warrants i is again an 


i grated. | Lord Temple's deabratiam to the 
Dude of. ge nate Ae er 
lh min, 1195, deo b5bayd 


ASHE. $8734 - RA 


e E , aiminiſtration. having 
2 thered all ſtorms, having. 


To 


rec 


vered their loſt ſtrength, and compleatly 


triumphed. over their enemies, copſider- 
ec chemſelves as ſecure for liſe. And ſo 
_ firmly perſuaded were ſome. of. the II 
nority of the probability of this truth 
that, now thinking tbe gen of. the lay wa. 
on the ide of the Miniſtry, ſeveral. 0 
them went over ta the Court. The moi 
diſtingaiſned of theſe was the Hon. Mr 
Yorke, the late Attorney-General : wh 


Sad refigned . that employment when | 


different N A N He now re, 
4 * } 19) 19 * DU 235 T eic turn 


= * p — 


\ 


(ge 
turned to St. James's, ang. accepted of a 
patent of precedence. He had acted ſo 
verylevenſa part that it is difficult fo fy} 
whether any party N or injuted, 


| | by the acquiſition), or loſs. We n . 
But the adminiſtration! wert 7üinel by 
their own victories: for ſo bigh a ſenſe 
dd they datertaity of their ſtrengih, 
9169; and firmneſs, that they ae 
hended nothing could diſplabe them. 
When _this idea had preyailed a ſhort 
time among oſt them, the Earl of BfR 0 
returned Pa, Hedfot achte "the. pro- | 
1 tion carried "on againſt im was "bt 
mitted, ard ke” reſtimed bis influence if 
the, Court, 4405 this re-adttffien of 'the 
Favourite, the aeration” owe their 
rot. Piri fits! abſence they gathered 
ſtr epgth, and bad Ac all the ap ; 
ela bf perthahency. '$60n- after his 
return, they, Were weakened; and tas it 
were in rebenge of the ill debt he 
had received, the Mate! was obviouſly 
threatened with another revolution. But 
the difficulty of obtaining aa ſet of mini- 
ſters to his purpoſe, / prevented for the 
preſent 


— 


a, 


„ 


( 303 » 
prefent "anothet negotiation being” open 
ed. There was but one ſet of men whom 
= preferted | to the ſdbfiſting adminiſtra 
368 and theſe” hie had tried without 
ſuccels. 5 Neceſſi therefore obliged? him " 
16 iter them to remain, becauſe he 
ba e ng thek. But to convince : 
het, and 60 convince ihexe op ponents 
chat he e fill od? WOE bs WT act 
e ee 8604 th in 5 

ſell. — 2 Eis owh © particuls 

Fo 4 10 6 one he gave af ihn br. 
mößtiek; ad tlie ſecretary of the order 
nie ite, tb b conffdcht Sir 
Seen eee. Both theſe were 
to tlie recomtnendati ion F Mt 
and he ſtrôpgly rethbriſtratea 


mem; | Patticalarly ' the Hattet. 
Sebetal 'other ind Lentz of the lame kind i 


N Front a which it was ob- 
"that" the channel of protnotion 
he Adr in the Bands of thoſe WO Held 
me Lhipibyments" bf the ſtate ? but of a 
ſecret and unreſpoolible F: avourite. I 
<lits 1 Ti a Corner all the ſons of mam- 
mon pad adöf ation. The Court was 
OY U'4 divided 


| ( 394 Þ 

divided. into, 29a. factions 3 the Mini- 
| ſteria), abe the Favourites. "The. leaders 
of both were Jealous of. each other ; and 
the Dyke, of Bzprogo. and Lord Burn 
were. in. a ſtate of , enmity concerning 
their private affairs, * IE: Due 


111 is Gag cach. of them entertained 
hopes of ; drawing, an additional firength 
from the M. inority ſufficient to. baffle. 

the deſigns of 1 for they, both 

knew, that the Minority were ready (o 

join the firſt that would make offers to 

receive thein; and in the; accomplifh- 
ment of ſome ſcheme, of that. kind, they - 
placed, their hopes of Rability. . Ho ee 
ther at preſent were prepared, withaa ex- 
plicit,, declaration... The, adminiſtration- - 
were, content. to remain, if he Bangs 
would not interfere, and counteraQ. 


meaſures... And on. the other, hand, the | 


F avourite had not farmed his plan of ope - 


rations againſt, them, ID 


"During | this uncertainty among pat- 
ties, . the \parliament met. - he, Ming- 


rity 


2 


Is. 
7 
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rity bad pledged themſelves to the pub. 
lic during the ſummer, that they would 
tene the motion againſt General War- 
rants. | Accordingly a day was appoints. _ 
ed, but Mr, PI being: confined to his 
bed by a ſevere fit of the gout, another 
ſnort - day was fixed, and he being, Kill 
unable to attend, the ſelf-erected mana - 
ger of this mation, determined to bring 
it on wühout him; although he very 
well knew. Mr. Prrr was cagerly defi» 
tous of ſupporting it. But having ac- 
quired; ſorne little notice from the pub, 
ic by lesdidg the queſtion laſt year, al- 
thoogh. the ability, ſpirit, and ipteraſt __ 
other \perſons gave it ſtrength and cons 
ſequence, he became ſo enamoured with 
his oun importance, that he flattered 
himſeli with the idea of being able to lead 
the Honſe of Commons, He therefore 


forced. on the queſtion againſt the incli- 06 


natiuns of ſeveral of the party, who were 
d«firous of: waiting for MroPrTT. .....: 

The motion made by Sir WIC IIA 
NManzriun Was, That a General - 


Mere for apprehendiog. the authors, 
6 printers, 


6 
ng or publiſhers of 4 libet;" tos 
with their papers, is not t 
by law, and is an hight violation of the 
Hberty of the ſubject. It Was ſupporti 
ed with the ſame arguments as befor 
with ſome retort upon the adminiſtral. 
lion, that the queſtion was not now ub 
fiillice' in the action brought by Mn 
Wil xxs againſt Lord HALTFAx ; fot 
Mr. Wilkes being outlawed; that action | 
ctzuld not be tried. The Miniftry} Howe 
eber, ſtill inſiſted that the queſtion wat 
Jab. judice; particularly in | the" eaſes ben 
teen the printers and the tmeſſengered 
where bills of exceptions — 
brought, and which 9 | 
here - was great fallacy in chi- argyl 
ment; as thoſe bills of eptions did 
Bet thach the legality oP the warrant, 
But it was a ſhift to evade the queſtion; 
It is true, the court af King's Bench 
did, feveral. months after wardss, When 
ſome of thoſe bills of "exetpridns came 
to be rie ſolemmly cendemn the 
warrant ; © but That queſtion © Was not 


_ beiörd them, aud they need net 
4 14 have 


chat the delay in obtaining this determi- 


owing to the ſolicitor for the ptoſecu- 


| a1 Th at in þ the partieulat caſe :of::litels, 


be deetſied the law, in · fe ſpect of General 


: (395) 
have done it, Had they not been d- in- 
elined. The Miniſtry like wiſe inſiſted. 


nation in the courts below, s bntirely 


tors; and they dwelt particularly, upon 
e as they called it, of 
one Houſe of Parliamefit only, icbming 


to à reſblution upem A point of law 


that ſuch' reſolution” was no ſecntity to 
liberty] that it as ineffectual as to the 
1 it Would be 
bogstoty in 4 plesdiog in Weſtmipſter- 


follow the law as tnude by the three eſ - 
tates, and not the ſentiments of the 
Houſe of Comtonb alone. Ina the coutſe 
df the debate, the queſtion was altered 
And närtöwed; in the fdllowing mannen 


it 18 Proper ' and. neceſſatyꝭ to fix, by a 
vote of this Houſe” only, whatbught to 


Warrants; afd, for that putpoſe;: at the 


Aude * as " 8 | n 
time wher the determination of the le- 


Bality of Tuch warranteg in the inſtance 
e . of 


Hall, the Judges there being bound co 


ig actually depending before the courts 
of law, for this Houſe to declare that a 
General Warrant for apprehending the 
authors, printer 8, OT publiſhers, of- a li- 
bel, together with their papets, is not 
warranted by law, and is an high viola 
tion of the liberty of the ſubject.” Which 
was received by the Houſe ; and after 
debating it till five o'clock in the marny 
ing, the queſtion was carried in the ne- | 
gative, by a confiderable. majority. | — 
very perſons who, prapoſed and enforced 
the amendment, voted - againſt it. Here 
ended:cthis-great queſtion concerning Ge: 
netal Warrants; for - this, years; about 
which the Minority had made ſuch ext 
traordinary / parade, and given, ſuch, ſor 
lemu aſſurances to the public. that many 
well meaning perſons in different parts 
of che kingdom, thought them, in good 
eardeſt in this ſtruggle for liberty; bug 
had they been ſo, they would, not a ſe>. 
cond: time have neglected making a mor 
tion, they had laſt year tormed, againſt 


—— 


* 


— 


und excluſively, the poſſeſſion of the 


tes YT 9 * 8 6 
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17 intereſting to the ſubject, a true pas 
ttiot would not have ſuffered to remain 
unnoticed. But the fact is, the Mino- 
rity * had neither true patriotiſm,” true 
virtue, nor common honeſty; for they 
how ſhewed themſelves to be hypocrites 
to the "cauſe, impoſtors upon the Pee; | 
and kfaitors to each other.” No pay 

Was ever ſo truly cotitemptible in fuch's 
very ſhott time, It ſoon became obvious 

to all mafkind, that the ſole purpoſe of 
this ſham parfuit of betty, was the 
poſſeſfion of lucrative offices. Mr. Prrr 
feeing of what ſtuff they were made. 
kept aloof. He did not attend duriffſ 
the whole ſeſſion. Lord TemPLe de- 
clared to the Duke of NeweasTLE, 
and others of the party, that if rhe only 

end propoſed by oppoſition, was, ſingly 


Great Offices, for the ſake of the ſala⸗ 
ries of them; if nothing was intended 
fot the public; and if they would nei 

ther propoſe nor ſupport” any motion r 
meaſure, for the true ſecurity of liberty, 


-and "he real „ of the Peoples 
e he 


- ( 439 7 
he would not lend himſelf as a cover 


to. any ſuch principles. , Oppoſition was 
now entirely at an end. The yenal part 
of the Minority. found themſelves de- 
tected. Thoſe colours under which they 
flattered themſelves. their deſigns ; would 

have been concealed, were now With 
drann, ; and they appeared like a fugi- 
bye corps, without cloathing, arms, or 
officers, . For ſome, time they wandered 
in this deſolate and diſconſolate plight; 

and at length finding that no party would 
accept of them, they became quite broken 
hearted, and in a ſhort time were almoft 
waally diſperſed, 

Such was the * Fe the lats, Mino- 
rity. A party which had' been, original- 
ly formed for the beſt and moſt. laudable 

purpoſes, namely, to reſiſt the power 
and meaſures of a miſchievous F avour- 
ite; and When he had been defeated, 
to defend the conſtitution and the li- 
berties of the ſubject, by oppoſing and 
cenſuring all arbitrary violations of Mi- 
niſtets. Theſe were the objects of op- 
6608 Tne i was in part, accem- 

pliſhed 


N. 


(, 301), 
pliſhed by the North Briton. But out of 
that victory, aroſe the ſecond; Which was 
ſcandalouſly deſerted by the body of, I% 
datty; who acting wholly upon the t tem 
tizing principle of making their peace 
St. James's as ſoon as poffible, in offer 
to loſe no opportunity of getting into of- 


fice, were never in earneſt in the cauſe of 


liberty, V5 and were contihpally checkihg 
every meaſure, and betraying every man, 
who, obſtruQed their ſelfiſh, and 3 1 
views — No party had eyer ſuch adiAi-- 
rable ground to £0 upon; and had 
men been but half as good as the elle. 
no adminiſtration, however ſuppotted, 
cSuld have withſtood them. The influ- 
ence of the Favourite, together with che 


whole fabrick of his ſyſtem, muſt hive 


* 4 


been deſtroyed for ever. i 
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Lord Bute reconcs dd to the Duke wr Cum: 
. berland.. His Lordſbiß view in that 


— „ 


: reconciliation, Hi/tory of - the Regency 
E and an intended ſpeech againſt. it. 
Cufſerence between the Duke of Cumber- 
_ band and Lord Temple. The Minority, 
and particularly Lord Rock; ingham, defire 
to accept. The Duke goes to Mr. Pitt, 
41 Hayes. The T. * Hered 10 Lord 
1. tel. on. Second application fo Lord 
Temple. Before an anſwer. can be given 
. the Duke adviſes the King 10 recall his 
© Miniſters. Lord Temple and Mr. Gren- 
_ wille reconciled. , The admi wie turn, 
out Lord Bute's particular Friends. | The 
Parliament prorogued..  ,1., 


LTHOUGH the Favourite permit- 
ted his party to aſſiſt and ſupport 
the adminiſtration upon the queſtion 
concerning General Warrants, yet that 
was no proof of his approbation of the. 
Miniſters, or that he wiſhed to continue 
them in office. On the contrary, his 


(313) | 
aim on that day was to keep the Mino- 


rity from triumphing. While every 


party were oppreſſed, and while he pre- 


A ſerved: to himſelf the power of making 
- any. ſucceſsful, he expected all would 


c 


8 


conſider themſelves as dependent upon 
bim; and this was the ſituation he moſt 
Tired ; becauſe it flattered his vanity, 
and, as he thought, ſecured him from 

danger. But the adminiſtration having 


refuſed to become perfectly obſequious-to 


him, and the breach between them being 


wider every day, the reſolution was ta- 


E ken to diſmiſs them. And, as it had 
ever been his purpoſe, to bring in Lord 
 TemeLy. and Mr, PIT, under certain 


conditions, to which having found they 
would not ſubſcribe when offered by 


himſelf, he determined to try the force 


of other hands, to ſoften and prevail up- 


on theſe impracticable men. None ap- 
peared ſo ſuitable to his purpoſe as the 


75 Duke of C. - That Prince was ſuppoſed 
- have been a friend to the Minority; 
1 therefore, beſides the natural dignity of 


. his character, it might, and probably 
X Was 


* 
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was conjectured, that whatever came 
from him would catry with it its own 
weight and conviction, With the inten- 
tion, and the expectation, of reconciling | 
to office through this intereſt, the two 
able and reſpectable perſons juſt men- 
tioned, the Favourite addreſſed himſelf 
to his R. H. He appeared publickly, 
together with his brother, at ſeveral of 
the Duke's levees. This conduct at firſt 
appeared extremely myſterious ; and the 
more fo, as there were ſtrong reaſons 
for believing they had not approved of 
each other's behaviour for ſome time 
paſt. What could be the motive or de- 
fign of this ſudden aed ſingular friend- 
ſhip very few could perceive. About this 
ds his Majeſty happened to be ſorne- 
what indiſpoſed : upon his recovery, the 
idea of a Regency was ſuggeſted; and 
on the 24th of April 1765, his Majeſty 
went to the Houſe of Lords, and recom- 
mended to the conſideration of Parlia- 
ment the bringing in a bill, ſettling a 
Regent and Council of Regency, in caſe 
of his death, and the ſucceſſor to the 


throne 


- 
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* throne ſhould be under the age of eigh- 


teen. And the ſpeech, which commu- 


nicated this buſineſs, particularly pro- 


poſed, whether it would not be expe- 
dient to veſt in his Majeſty, the power 


of appointing the Queen, or any other per- 


for of the Royal Family, uſually reſiding 


\ 


in Great Britain, to be Regent of theſe 


kingdoms, and guardian of the ſucceſſor, 
until. he ſhould be eighteen? The bill 
was brought in, giving ſuch power; but 
a doubt ariſing concerning the extent of 


the explanation of the words, or any 
other f the Royal Family, it was affirm. 


ed, that the preſent Royal Family were 
only deſcended from the late King. 
The r— conſtruction of thoſe words was 
aſked; and it was underſtood from au- 
thority, and the beſt public authority 
of the time, that that conſtruction and 
the previous affirmation were the ſame. 


The bill paſſed. the upper Houſe, declar- 


ing the Royal Family to be only the de- 
ſoendents of the late King: which ex- 
cluded the Pr. D. who was of another 
Family. The Een to WbOom 

Jo ö the 
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the bill was never ſuppoſed to be agree- 
able, are ſpoken of as conſidering this a 
kind of victory over. the Favourite, whoſe 
particular views were thought to be de- 
ſtroyed by this excluſion, which was ac- 
compliſhed without a manifeſt oppoſi- 
tion to the bill. But when it came into 
the Commons, a motion was made and 
ſupported by the friends of the Favou- 
rite, to inſert her Royal Highneſs's name; 
to which the Houſe agreed. And with 
this amendment it went back to the 
Lords, where it met with no ſecond op- 
poſition. But the following ſpeech was 
ſaid to have been intended to be ſ 2 8 
"ER this occaſion. 1409 


5 Speech 8 e have bom les a 
n the. Commons returned the Regency 
Bill, with an amendment reſpecti "8 the 
Pn neſs Wen 


Mr "SHB 


I 


of Commons in regard to this extraor- 
dinary 


Hope your Lordſhips'y wil find” no 
difficulty in «diſagreeing with the H. 
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dinaty Amendment. I call it extraordi- | 


nary, my Lords, becauſe the reſolution, 
which your Lordſhips came to upon this 
clauſe in the bill, was founded upon an 
implyed, and (as your Lordſhips conſi- 
dered it) an authentick requeſt from the 
Crown, delivered to this Houſe by one 
of the firſt Miniſters of his Majeſty ; 
to which your Lordſhips did according- 
ly give an immediate and ſerious atten- 
tion, and a moſt unanimous approba- 
tion. 5 | | 

I take it for granted, that the perfons 
who moved for this alteration in the 
other Houſe, were men of undoubted 
loyalty, and therefore I will not inquire 
into the date or complexion of their loy- 
alty. But I cannot comprehend, my 
Lords, what unintelligible and unoſten- 
ſible influence could turn the hearts of 
that great Aſſembly as the heart of one 
man, and call upon them to reject an 


article of the bill, ſo properly founded 


upon a declaration of his Majeſty's in- 


clinations, and ſo unanimouſly aſſented 


to by your Lordſhips. Was it becaufe 
| X 3 they 


— 
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they. were better acquainted and more 
impreſſed with the virtues of the Royal 
Perſon, who is the object of this amend- 
ment? Your Lord ſhips, I ſuppoſe, will 
not give way to the H. of Commons, in 
doing all juſtice to the character of this 
great Princeſs ; moſt certainly, my 
Lords, the King himſelf will not be be- 
hind hand with the body of - his ſubjects, 
in ſhewing every proper mark of affec- 
tion to his royal mother. - And yet, my 
Lords, both the King and your Lord- 
ſhips ſaw very wiſe reaſons for what you 
did; your Lordſhips treated the matter, 
/o circumſtance, with a ſteadineſs, which 
became you; with the utmoſt delicacy, 
and without any improper. e 
upon ſo nice a ſubject. 


I think there was no undutiful inti- 
mation contained in this method of pro- 
ceeding. But it ſeems the Houſe of 
Commons were determined to uncover 
this veil.—If they did it to ſhow their 
| ſuperior regard to bis Majeſty, they are 
contradicted by the only publick evi- 
dence ot his royal inclinations,—If they 
honor, ee „% fg 7-00" FE" BO nd did 
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did it to ſhew their contempt of ſuch of 
his Majeſty's Miniſters, as fit in this 


5 houſe, they acted (at leaſt, as I chink) 


not a very wile part, becauſe not a re- 
conciling part; but yet ſuch a one, as 
the freedom of that great and reſpect- 
able Aſſembly, has ever entitled, and 1 
hope in God will ever intitle them to. 

But in the midſt of this ſtrange and 
unaccountable fluctuation of things, 
what will the wiſe and the honeſt part 
of the world without doors think of 
this unfortunate country ? What can 
they think, my Lords, but that we 
have really and truly no Miniſters at 
all ? And that every thing is done and 
undone (even in the higheſt and moſt 
important concerns of this kingdom) by 
.the hint or the whiſper of ſome great 
idol in a corner ?—lf ſuch a one there 
be, my Lords, I hope he will be found 
out in due time, and be treated, I will 
not ſay as he deſerves, but conſigned to 
ſome inoffenſive ſituation, where he may 
be at liberty to contemplate the folly 
and vagity of his ambition, as it may 


: affect. 


\ 
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affect his own perſon, and the danger and 
wickedneſs of it, as it may affect the true 
and laſting intereſt of his r and gra- 
cious maſter. 

In the mean time, my Lords, I think 
we cannot better ſhew our duly to the 
King, and our regard to the dignity of 
this Houſe, than by diſagreeing with the 
Commons in this amendment.” 


Though the Favourite with much 
difficulty carried his point, yet the 
treatment 52 received from the admini- 
ſtration this buſineſs, was by no 
means to be forgiven. Accordingly the 
next traces we find of him, are in a 
deſign to change the adminiſtration, by 
an attempt to introduce Lord TEMPLE 
and Mr. PitT. The reader has al- 
ready obſerved his reconciliation with 
the Duke of CuMBERLAN PD, and we 
ſhall now ſee the conſequences. On 
Wedneſday the 1 5th of May, his Roy- 
al Highneſs ſent for Lord ,TEeMPLE, 
who was then at his country ſeat at 


Stowe, and told his Lordſhip, his Ma- 
1 | jeſty 


TR 
jeſty had a mind to change his Mini- 
ſtors, and to take in his Lordſhip and 
Mr. PITT, with ſome of their friends ; 
and deſired their conditions. His Lord- 
ſhip anſwered, The making certain fo- 
reign alliances, the reſtoration of officers, 
the repeal of the exciſe upon cyder, and 
the condemnation: of general warrants, 
the ſeizure of papers, &c. Theſe were 
agreed to. But on the other hand it 
was inſiſted, that Lord NoRTrHuM- 
BERLAND ſhould be at the head of the 


Treaſury. Upon which Lord TEMPLE 
is ſaid to have declared, © He would 


never come in under Lord BuTz's 
Lieutenant.” Indeed it is fingular, that 
a compliance with this condition ſhould 
be expected, conſidering the poſitive 
manner in which it had been refuſed be- 
fore. But it was now manifeſt, beyond 
a doubt, who was the ſecret ſpring of 
this negotiation. Yet ſo defirous were 
the Minority of places, that though they 
had opens with their leader, though 


they 


Lord mern had lately been 
Lieutenant of Ireland. 


I 
they had almoſt totally deſerted him, 
particularly in the queſtion upon the Re- 
gency bill, they now crouded about him, 
and prefſed him in the moſt earneſt 
and abject manner to accept. They 
feared the loſs of ſuch an opportunity 
of getting into office. Among thele ' 
was the Marquis of RocK1NGHAM, 
who applied all his arguments and pow- 
ers of perſuaſion to prevail upon his 
Lordſhip to accept, even with Lord NoR- 
THUMBERLAND at the head of the 
Treaſury. But all in vain, Lord TzM- 
PLE was faithful to his original prin- 
ciple of refiſting the Favourite. On the 
Sunday morning the Duke ſent a meſ- 
ſage to his Lordſhip deſiring to meet 
him at Mr. PiTT's at Hayes, at twelve 
o'clock that day. This reſolution of 
going to Hayes, was taken without the 
participation of hiy Lordſhip, although 
Mr. PiTT and his Lordſhip were to be 
joined together in office. But it was 
the principle of this whole negotiation ' 
to take | them always ſuddenly, and 


ſometimes ſeparately ; ; in order, if poſſi- 
ble, 
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ble, to precipitate them into an accept- 
ance, before they had time to diſcover 
the footſteps of the ſecret agent. But 
the diſguiſe was of ſuch a flimſey -tex- 
ture, p./ ſo aukwardly put on, that the 
intended impoſition was not only obvi- 
ous, but the attempt to conceal it, ri- 
diculous and contemptible. The Duke 
EY propoſed to Mr. Pr r, the ſame condition 
concerning Lord NoRTHUMBERLAND, 
that had been refuſed by Lord TEMPLE. 
But Mr. Pirr likewiſe rejected it, and 
for the ſame reaſon that had influenced 
the noble Lord. This unexpected firm- 
neſs againſt offers perſonally made by a 
Prince of the blood royal, a Prince of 
great character, and high in the eſteem 
of the people, might have ruined the 
reputations of any other men but Lord 
TEMPLE and Mr. PITT, as few per- 
haps would believe, any terms which 
ſuch a Prince could propoſe, were im- 
proper for a ſubje& to accept. And it 
is not quite impoſſible, that ſuch an 
embaſſy was any made to lay the foun- 
NR og dation 


( 324) 
dation of ſuch an odium ; for who could 
have a moment's doubt that knew the 
men, they would never ſubmit, under 
any hands, to be the inſtruments of the 
Favourite. But whatever was the mo- 
tive of this errand, it was in no reſpect 
anſwered. The eſtabliſhed characters of 
the perſons preſerved them from cen- 
ſure; and though the terms refuſed 
were not known, yet it was taken for 
granted, that they were ſuch as thoſe 
great men could not accept with honour 
to themſelves, and fidelity to the peo- 
ple. Next day the Treaſury was offer- 
ed to Lord LYTT ELTON: but that no- 
ble Lord thought proper to excuſe him- 
ſelf. The account of this ſecond offer 
conveyed to the noble Lord before ap- 
plied to, the firſt information of the 
point concerning Lord NoRTHUMBER=- 
LAND, being relinquiſhed. The Duke 
then apprehending, that Lord TEMPLE 
had not fully underſtood his powers, his 
Royal Highneſs renewed his applications 


to that noble Lord. This was on the 


Tueſday, But before his Lordſhip, and 
Lord 


„ Wh 

Lord LyTTELTonN (who were now in 
the moſt cordial and firm union) were 
got into the chaiſe in order to go and 
conſult Mr. PiTT,.. the Duke of Cuu- 
BERLAND went to the Queen's palace, 
and adviſed his Majeſty to recall his old 
Miniſters. Upon what cauſe, or with 
what view, this was done, is not very 
eaſy to diſcover, Certain it is, that that 
was the fact; and that it put an end to 
the negotiation for the preſent. 

In the mean time, Lord TEMPLE 
and his brother, the Rt. Hon. GRORGRE 
GRENVILLE, through the mediation of 
ſeveral noble perſons, became reconciled. 
This event was at firſt greatly approved 
of by the Minority; many of whom re- 
peatedly declared, they did not doubt 
but it would have very good conſequences.” 
The principle of this reconciliation was no 
more than private friendſhip, as brothers; 

and in politics, only as to meaſures in fu- 
ture. It had nothing to do with the pf. 
His Lordſhip remained the ſame firm friend 


to the public n that he always had 
been. | 
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The ſubſiſting Adminiſtration were 
now determined to act as firmly againſt 
the Favourite, as thoſe who had been ſo- 
licited to accept their places. They 
had laboured a conſiderable time under 
the ſuſpicion of being his implicit in- 
ſtruments; they therefore reſolved to 
clear ' Werticlves of that ſuſpicion ' at 
once, by giving a fignal mark of their 
authority, in direct hoſtility to him. 
When recalled, they inſiſted upon theſe 
conditions, viz, The diſmiſſion of Lord 
NoRTHUMBERLAND from the lieute- 
nancy of Ireland; of Mr. STuarT 
Mackenzie, Lord BuTE's brother, 
from his poſt of Privy Seal of Scotland; 
and of Lord Hol LAND from the pay 
office. To Lord WErMOUTRH they 
gave the firſt, to Lord FRED. Camy- 
BELL the ſecond, and to Mr. Cnartes 
TowNnSHEND the laſt. When theſe were 
ſettled, the Parliament, which had been 
kept ſitting in expectation of iſſuing 
writs for re- elections upon the lately in- 
tended change of Maniſters, was now 
prorogued. 


CK 
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CHAP. XXII. 
Second negotiation with Mr. Pitt and Lord 
Temple : it breaks ff. Adminiſtration 


changed. Remarks. The F an 1 


e fill the ſame. 


HE avowed and daring marks of 
hoſtility which the adminiſtration 


lately ſhewed towards the Favourite, 
by diſmiſſing his particular aſſociates and 
friends, were ſuch high and heinous of- 
fences againſt his power, that they 
were conſidered as acts of rebellion; for 
' which abſolute death muſt be the pu- 
niſhment. .. From that moment it was 
again reſolved to change the adminiſtra. 


tion: though, as uſual, it was not known 


whether any body would accept of their 
places. For this reaſon. therefore, and 


this only, they were afterwards diſmiſſ- 


ed. All former offences, which ſeem to 


have been pardoned, for the preſent at 
leaſt, with the recall, were revived by | 


this avowed and open act of rebellion; 
which 
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4 which was not to be forgiven. A ne- 
gotiation was ſet on foot with Mr. 
Pirr. And he had a  conflence with 


his Majeſty at the Queen's palace on the 
20th of June, and another on- the 22d. 


The conſequence of which were, that 


Lord TEMPLE was again ſent for from 
Stowe: and on the 25th they went to 
the Queen's Palace; when the follow- 
ing conditions appeared; viz. that Mr. 
STuarT MACKENzZIE ſhould be re- 
ſtored to office; that Lord Nox TUN 
BERLAND ſhould be made Lord Cham- 
berlain ; and that the Favourite's friends 
ſhould remain. Upon which Lord Tzm- 
PLE declared, he could not accept.“ 

And here the negotiation entirely broke 
off. It has been faid, that Mr. PiTT 
was willing to go into office upon thoſe 
terms; but if he was, it would not have 
been with an adminiſtration. formed at 


Windſor 
wh 


* The motive of. this refuſal' be * will find ö 
amply explained in a little tract entitled, The prin- 


2 of the late changes erumimu; which contains 


many things worthy his aden. | FG ' 
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\ And it is certain that if ever he 


ju oh once, he abterwtards altered his f 


mind upon maturer gunſideration. 
The Duke of CuMBERLAND,. who 
had aot: hitherto appeared in this laſt 
negotiation, now eame forward; and 
applied to the Duke of NæwWeas TER, 
Lord RockiNdOHAM, and others. This 
. was the laſt: reſource. There was no 
other ſte. of men to be found who had 
not refuſed. And if theſe had been 
poſſeſſod of virtue ſufficient to follow their 
example, and adhere to their friends, the 
Favourite muſt have departed, as he 
would then have found the objections of 
all wete purely againſt him; and fo 


then actually in contemplation a journey 
beyond the Alps ; when this laſt ſet of 
men, after ſome doubts and heſitation, 


arifing from a conſciouſneſs of their own 


-inability, conſented to his continuance 
at home, by accepting the great offices 
of ſtate. In that critical moment which 


Y | Was. 
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thoroughly was he convinced of the ne- : 
deſſity and prudence of ſuch a meaſure 
in caſe none would accept, that he had 


| „ 


«F* 


«(hw 
was che only opportunity that ever did, 
or perhaps ever will happen, for fairly 
getting rid of him, did they reſolve to 
deſert their friends, and to ſtep in 
for his preſervation; when a week or 
ten days firmneſs, muſt have accom- 
pliſhed what the whole kingdom fo ear- 
neſtly wiſhed for, and what all parties 
had attempted in va in. 
Lord RockinGfAM was made; firſt 
Lord of the Treaſury; the Duke of 
NewcasTLE Lord Privy Seal, with 
leave to provide for his numerous rela- 
tions and dependents; the Duke of 
GRAN TON and General Conway were 
made Secretaries of State, and Mr. 
voRE, after ſeveral weeks conſideration, 


re- accepted his former poſt of Attorney 


General. A great numberofother changes 
were made, which the reader will find in 
the chronicles and kalendars of the time. 
To a luſt of power and a deſire of places, 
have the intereſts of this kingdom been 


frequently facrificed: but in no inſtance 
more remarkably than in this; becauſe 


never was any moment ſo happily form- 
ed, for reſtoring, upon the ſolid baſis of 


pablic union, an able and diſintereſted 
admi- 
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having no virtue themſelves, were de- 


OR to. deſtroy the effects of it in 
After ſo much firmneſs had 


been e by thoſe who were fitſt ap- 
plied to, in repeatedly reſiſting the 
temptations of power and the emolu- 
ments of office, from a deſire of laying 
and eſtabliſhing the foundation of pub- 
lie happineſs; 3 after the like refiſt- 
ance had been made by others, who had 


experienced the mpalibilities of acting 
under a controul ſo capricious andodious; 


can it be ſuppoſed, or will it be credited, l 


that thoſe who could take advantage of 
ſuch a criſis, and ſuch a ſituation, to 
throw themſelves into offices, for the 
ſake of the ſalaries of them, without 

e power, will ever in any manner re- 
fiſt the band that raiſed. them, and can 
diſmiſs 'them?--- If it ſhould be -aſked, 
how they came to be admitted without 
agreeing to, thoſe laſt conditions which 


Lord TempLE refuſed, the anſwer is 
obvious; they offered no ſtipulations | 
. Rings on behalf of the * or them⸗ 
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dminiſtration, © ſo n 94 Wan- 
- deſtroyed by a ſet of men, who 


h vourite's' 'ppwer 3 but as they were 
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flv ;! and if chey had, it te 
. been impoſſible to take che very terms 
hic had been ſo refuſed; that would 
have been too ſignal a proof of the Fa- 


known to be mere worldly men, and 
would never go againft their intereſt, 


it was taken for granted they would act 


with Jet hoſtility towards the Favourite, 
than any other ſet of men 'whatever. 
And has not the fact proved the fappo- 
ſition to have been rightly founded ? 
Have they dared to diſmiſs his friends? 
On the contrary, is he not ſtill in the 
meridian of his power? And does not 
his influence continue in as full and am- 
ple a manner as at any other period ſince 
his acceſſion to power? And has it not 
been exerted, with as many indignities 
to the preſent adminiſtration, as ever it 
was to the laſt? And have they either 
courage or virtue to oppoſe him? We 
daily ſee they have not. They are appear- 
ances only which, for certain reaſons, 
have been dae Alf de realities continue, 
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